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BOOK V. 

C H A p. I. 

The Author's IntroduHion to this VoIupm C9njifts only 
of an Jpologj for making no Introduction at all^ 
and his Reajoris for that Umi£wn. 

^mmooooiQ I N C E my fetting about this wort, 

I 1 have feen feveral late treatifes chat 

S I are half taken up with introductory 

^ I prefaces to the public. •— On a fe- 

*9""" © rious examination to what end thofe 

long difcourfes were penned, they feemed to 
sie to have been occafioned either by one or 
the other of the following motives : !• irft, that 
an author having contracted with his bookfeller 
for a certain number of fhcets, without having 
well coniidered whether his head be ftored with 
fubje<9; matter to make good his engagement, 
finds himfelf under a neceffity of filling up the va- 
cant pages by faying fomet?hing by way of an in- 
trodudion, preface, or advertisement to the reader. 
Or, fecondly, that fearing the eyes of the public 
will not be fufficteatly open to the merit of his 
Vol. IL B ^^\- 
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performance ; or, perhaps, not have the curiofity 
even to look into it at all, he thinks proper to be- 
fpeak their favour by a pompous prelude, and 
founds his own praifes, like a trumpeter at the door 
of a puppet- flbew. 

Now 1 am too great a lover of liberty ever to 
bind myfclf by any fuch.flavifli agreement: the 
firft of thefe incentives is quite out of the quell ion, 
and cannot poffibly have any weight with jne ; 
and as to the fecond, — as a tnore perfedt icnow- 
ledge of myfelf than I perceive fome others have, 
will not permit me to be over-vain in any thing I 
do, fo the indolence of my nature will not permit 
me to be over-anxious for the fuccefs. Befides, not 
having the temptation of the motives aforefaid, I 
have more adventures to relate than can be eafiiy 
crowded into this volumei therefore have neither 
time nor paper to fpare for an addiefs, which would 
afford fo little fatisfa£lion to myfelf in the writing, 
and perhaps lefs to my reader in the perufmg. 

CHAP. II. 

Contains fuch Matterf asy it is highly probahU^ will 
te the leqft pleajing to thofe for whoje. Service it is 
moft intended* 

THERE is, according to the wife man's phrafe, 
a folly under the fun, which, in my opinion, 
has as little to be faid for it as any of the many others 
ef the pr^fent age; — and that is — an infatiable 
inquifitivenefs into future events, as if the fore- 
knowledge of what is to come, would enable us 
either to alleviate or avert the decrees of Provi- 
dence.—— Yet are all ages, all degrees of both 
Itxes, tainted, more or lefs, with this epidemic 

^rehzy. It cannot but aiFord the moft admonifh* 

ing, as well as melancholy reflexions, in a think- 
ing 
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ing mind, to obfervc how many impoftors, in and 
about this great town, are maintained by pretending 
to the art of divination, while the induitrious fol- 
lowers of lawful occupations periih for want of due 
encouragement. 

As I was one day on my Invifiblc Progreffions, 
I accompanied a mingled crowd of people into a 
houfe (Ituated in one of the moft obfcure parts of 

the city: at firft I imagined that this was fome 

private chapel, where perfons reforted to pay their 
adorations to the Deity in a manner not authorifed 
by the government; but was foon convinced of 
my miftake, when, ioftead of a pulpit and deflc, 
I found the room we came into furniihed only with 
globes and telefcopes, and other implements of a 
foothfayer and aftrolo^r.-— I had not patience to 
hear what idle predictions this oracle would fpout 
forth, efpecially as I had no acquaintance with anv 
of thofe who I faw came to confult him ; fo took 
my leave of the deceiver and the deceived, full 
of indignation againft the one, and a pity mingled 
with contempt for the other. For what can be 
faid in defence of the underftandings of thofe' 
people, who wafte their time and money in con- • 
fulting thofe abjciEl dealers in futurity ! crea- 
tures who would make you believe they can read . 
the moft hidden decrees of Fate in the grounds 
of coffee, tea, and chocolate ! — I had often heard 
much talk of thefe conjurors, but not till I was. 
convinced by the teftimony of my own fenfes, 
could ever be brought to believe, that perfons en- 
dowed with a liberal education, could defcend fo. 
far as to liften to their inconfiftent prate, much 
lefs give credit to what they uttered. But fo 
ftrong is the defire of looking into the feeds of 
time, efpecially among the fair fex, that fome* 
times the moft proud, as well as the moft nict 
and delicate^ will throw aiide all confideration of 
B 2 vi\wiV 
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what they are, or would be thought, and for the 
fake of l>cing told their fortune, fend for, carefs, 
and aflbciate themfelves with the very loweft and 
moft dirty wretches in human nature. 

Lyfetta is defcended from a vtxy ancient and 
honourable houfe :« ■ ihg lived, till confiderably 
turned on the wrong fide of thirty, without dif- 
cbvering the leaft inclination for marriage, much 
lefs gave any room for the moft cenforious ever to 
fufp^ (he encouraged any private gallantries ; 
and the whole tenor of her condudl was fuch as no 
one could imagine her capable of harbouring any 
notions beneath the dignity of her birth and cha- 
ra^r. A long acquaintance gave me the privi- 
lege of vifiting her pretty frequently, and I never 
was denied accefs :— -Iwas one day at her houfe 
when {he had no other company than a young lady 
with whom Ihe was extremely intimate. — While 
we were drinking tea, her woman came running 
into the room, and with a fignificant tone of voice 
faid, — - * Madam, the woman you know of is be- 
• low.* — * 'Tis very well, replied Lvfetta, (hew 
« her into my chamber, and bid -her ftay a little ;' 
—then turning to her friend, they fmiled on each 
other, nodded, winked, and feemed big with fome 
fecret between themfelves. 

I found by all this, that my prefence might very 
well b^ fpared at this time, fo turned down my 
cup and took my leave. As I was going down 
ftairs, I heard Lyfetta order herfelf to be denied to 
whoever ihould come that evening ; which con* 
yincing me of what I before had reaion to imagine, 
that there was fomething more than ordinary in 
band, I refolved, if poffible, to fathom the myf- 
tery. Accordingly I went hoine, popp'd on my 
Invifible Belt, put my Tablets in my pocket, and 
returned with all fpeed. -— A lazy footman lolling 
againft a poft^ with the door wide open behind' 

him» 
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&iin^ gave me an eafy entrance into the houfe :*— 
I very vi^eU knew the iituation of Lyfetta's cham- 
ber, and went direfily thither;- but to my great 
mortification, found the ladies had bolted them- 
fchits in, and all I could diftinguiih of what was 
doing, for fome time, was only the hoarfe bafs of 
a loud laugh from Lyfetta, and the fqueaking 
treble of a Oiriil tee-hee from the other. 

I flood centinel, however,- at the top of the ftair- 
cafe, and at laft was happily relieved. — Lyfctta 
opened the door, and callM to her woman to bring 
cjean cups. •*- Having gain'd admittance, I foon 

perceived what they were about : a cofFee-pot 

upon the table, *«— the dregs of the liquor it had 
contained pour*d into a bafon, — feveral cups with 
more figures on the infide than the outfide, and the 
yet recent circles they had left on being whelmed 
down on a damafk napkin fpread on one corner of 
the table, prefently informed me they were cm- 
ployed in the art and myftery of conjuration. The 
prieftefs of thefe farcical rights was a mean»habitcd, 
ili-look'd woman, and though not old, ha4 her 
nofe faddled with' a pair of fpeAacIes, almoil as 
big as the tops of the cups (he pretended to infpeft: : 
fhe was placed between the two ladies, who feem'd 
to treat her with the greateft marks of freedoo^ 
and civility. 

Lyfetta, I found, had been fo complaifant toher 
friend, as to let her be firft ferved j but it was now 
ber own turn, and frelh cups being brought, and 
the .coffee-oracle having judicioully pour'd the 
quantity of a tea-fpoonful into each, the lady took 
it into her hand, threw out the liquor, whelmed 
It on the cloth, and turned it round three times. 
All being concluded, the prophetefs took up the 
firft with the moft folemn air, look'd ftedfaftly 
into it, then on Lyfetta, and after having repeated 
B 3 thit 
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this feveral times, at laft delivered her prcdidions 
in thefe terms : 

Fortune- teiUr. I fee a ring, madam; your lady- 
ihip will be married. 

Lyfeiia. 'Tis rather a mourning- ring; fome of 
Day kindred or friends perhaps may die. 

Fortune- tiller. I can i'ay nothing to that, ma- 
dam, as yet : — but 1 am poiitive here is a wed- 
ding-ring, a heart juft by it, and a little farther 
there is a great houfe with a high wall and a pair of 
gates; — your. ladyfliip will have fome gentleman 
that has a fine feat in the country ; — it looks al- 
moft like a caftle, 

. Lyfetta. I know nothing of it ; but what clfc 
do you fee ? 

Fortune-teller. Here is a man, madam, that Teems 
to bring you money ; •— here are papers too, I da 
not know but they may be bills. 

Lyfetfa* Very likely; for I cxpe<a my banker 
here either to-day or to morrow. 

Fortune-teller. Then here is a bundle of fome* 
thing brought to vour ladyfbip's houfe. 

Lyfetta. Oh, that is a new fack I have making r 
. —but is there nothing more ? 

Fortune-teller, Not in this cup, madam; — but I 
will look into the next. 

, Lyfetta, Do, for you have told me nothing of 
any coirfequence. 

Fortune-teller. There is a great deal here, ma- 
dam, I can perceive already ; here is a gentleman 
fitting in an eafy chair, leaning his elbow upon the 
table, and feems to be in a deep fludy* 
• Lyfetta. Pifh, — what's this to me ? 

Fortune-teller. Yes, madam, it is a great deal to 
you ; for here is your ladyfliip, and the very fame 
gentleman upon his knees before you: — you turn 
your head away, and look a little fcornful ; but he 
has you by the hand, — Blefs me ! here you are 

both. 
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loth together again, he is talking very eameftly ta 
you J — I never faw any thing fo pLin ; — your 
ladyihip may fee it yoiiri'elf. 

In fpeaking thefe lait word») ihe held the cup to 
Lyfetta^ and with a pin pointed out the eyes, the 
nofe, and mouth of the pretended figure j but Ly« 
letta pufhed it from her, and faid, 

Lyfetta. I coold never fee any thing in » cup itk 
my life : — what fort of a man is he ? 

Fortune'telUr, Pretty tall, madam, well-fliapV,. 
very genteel, haa a fair complexion, and fomewhat 
of a languidiment in his eyes. 

Lyfetta. I cannot recolledl that I know any maa 
who anfwers this defcription. 

Fortune- teller. 1 fcarce think you do, madaoiy 

at prefent) but your ladyfliip may take my word 

-for it, that you win fee and be courted by fuch » 

one ; for there is a figwe of three over his head, 

— « it muft be either in three days, or three weeks 

at fartheft 5— — let me confider; aye,— -the 

moon was at the full yefterday s ■ this event 
fliuft happen before {he enters into her iaft quartef ; 
—but the next cup, it may be, will ihew it more 
clearly. 

With this {he took up the third" cup, an\thad no 
fooner juft looked into it, than fhe fee it dowa 
again, clapp'd her bands together, and cry'd out. 

Fortune-teller. Blefs me! now 1 am poUtive your 
lady{hip will very foon be married y here is an altar, 
a book upon it, and a parfbn, all as>exa3 as if 
they were drawn by a pencil. 

She then- took up the cup again, and perceiving 
Lyfetta began to look a little more ferious thaa 
ihe had done, went on in this manner : 

Fortune-teller . Well — this is wonderful indeed '^ 
—of all the cups I ever turn'd in my life, I never 

few any thing like this ; here is your lady{hip' 

kand in hand with that faid gentleman who 1 told 
fi 4f you^ 
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you was in the other : -— I would now fwear that 
>our ladyibip will be a wife before any one ima- 
gines you have any thoughts that way. 

Lyfeita* I have a very good opinion of your fkill^ 
yet I am certain you are miilaken in this predic- 
tion ; for, to tell you the truth, I am refolved never 
to marry. 

Fortune-teller* Your ladyihip may refolve what 
you pleafej but if the ftars reiblve the contrai*y, all 
your refolutions will come to nothing: — madam, 
there is no refifting fate ; this gentleman is ordained 
to be your hufband $ and how much foever you 
ina)r fet yourfelf againf^ it, the decrees of deftiny 
are inevitable, and you muft fubmit. 

Lyfetta. Ofa, Heaven I whether I will or not? 

fortune-teller. Undoubtedly, madam ^—there is, 
no withftandkig the Superior Powers, and tbofe 
things which we think the fartheft removed froca 
us, are frequently the moil near at hand ; fo that 
defign what you will, refolve what you will, it is 
all in vain j your ladyihip is ordained to be a wifet 
and the gentleman I fee in thefe cups moft be your 
hufband. 

Lyfetta. Well, if fuch a thing (hould come ta 
pafs, (hall I be happy ? 

Fortum-teller. There is nothing in the cup, ma« 
dam, that jfhews the contrary. 

The cups having been all exanuned, the pro- 
phetefs, after receiving a handfome kiitituity for her 
trouble, took her leave, and left Lyfetta and her 
fair companion to reafon between themfelves on the 
wonders of her art : -— but my Cryftalline Remem* 
brance being now quite full, it is not in my power 
to relate the particulars of their difcourfe ; and 
can only fay, that they both feemed to give an 
implicit credit to every thing ihe had pretended to 
reveal, 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, III. 

Prefents the Reader with a very faolijh Adventure of 
JLyfettaV, to which all that was contained in toe 
preceding Chapter was only a Prelude, 

HAVING difcovered this folly in Lyfetta, 
which before I could never have imaginedy 
I began now to be cenfbrious enough to fafpra (he 
mi^ht be alfo guilty of others, and therefore took 
it into my head to make her fome invifible vifits, 
at thofe hours in which it was h'kely her behaviour 
was moft unguarded. In order to fatisfy my curio- 
fity, I went one morning, and found her bufy in 
looking over fome new pamphlets juft fent her by 
her bookfeller. As 1 always thought the moft cer- 
tain way to form a true judgment of a woman's 
mind, was, in knowing what fort of reading (he 
moft delighted in, I was glad to perceive that this 
lady made choice of only iuch books as fhewed her 
neither a wanton or a coquette, and returned all 
thofe by which their titles difcovered the leaft tt n- 
dency to prophanenefs or obfcenity. After this, ihe 
began to open the leaves of one of them j but be- 
fore (he had gone through half the leaves it con* 
tained, was interrupted by her footman, who 
brought her a letter, and faid, the perfon waited for, 
an aniwer : — I flipped behind the chair while (he 
broke the feal, and the contents were as follow : 

To the honourable Lysetta. 

* May it pleafe your Lady(hip, 
•Madam, 

•* I Hope your goodnef^ will pardon the liberty 

* a ttranger takes in writing to you ; but as I am 

B 5 * not 
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* not fo fortunate as to be acquainted with anjr 

* peifon who can introkduce me to your ladyfhip, I 

* am obliged to become my own foil ici tor, and 

* moft humbly requeft you will allow me the pri- 

* vilegc of waiting on you this afternoon, if no 

* previous engagement intervenes between me and 

* my defires, having fomething Jo communicate 
' of the utmoft moment to the peace of him who 

* has the honour to be, with the moft profound 
« refpefl:, 

* Your lady (hip's fincerely devoted fervant,. 

* Orsames/' 

Lyfetta feemed a good deal confounded on read* 
ing this little epiftle; and, after paufing a while,, 
argued with herfelf in this manner i. * Good God ! 

* if thisfhould be the man the fortune-teller tqld 

* me of 1 fhe faid, I fhould hear or fee fomething 

* of him within three days, and this is but the 

* fecond fmce the prediftion: — if I was fure he 

* was the perfon (he mentioned, 1 think I ought 

* not to give him leave to vilit me, at leaft not on 

* his fif(t requefling itj — yet, 1 (hould be glad,, 

* methinks, to fee if he any ways anfwers the de-- 

* fcrfption (he gave of him: — befides, if I (hould 

* rcfufc him, iome accident or another would 

* bring us together j for it is certain, there is no 

* fuch thing as difappointing Fate j — Why there- 

* fores&ouldl keep myfelf in fufpence ? — no, I 

* will fee him, and hear what he has to (^y\ 

* it may be, he may come upon fome other bufi- 

* nefs than what i imagine, and then it would 

* be vaftly filly in me to avoid him, — Whoever 

* he is, or whatever his defigns are, it can be of 

* no prejudice to fee him once; — he cannot run 

* away with me, — cannot have me againlt my 

* will.* 

She 
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She then called her fcrvant, and bid him fay thf t 
file fhould be at home. The fellow ran down^ 
but had fcarce time to* deliver the mefTage he wa»* 
charged with, before fhe repented of it, as may be 
feen by this exclamation ;. * Lord ! what have I 

* done] if he is really the perfon I take him to be, 

* he muft think me flrangely forward in^fo ealllyi 

* granting him admittance,' 

While flie was fpeaking this, (he ran to the- 
fi air- cafe with an intent to retradl what (he had 
faid ; but a fecond thought with-holding her, fhe 
turned back into the room, and cried out^ 

* What a fool 1 am ! — he does not know that. I 
^ have confulted a fortune- tell er> nor that I have 

* any reafon to guefs at the bufinefs that brings 

* him hither; — Why therefore fhould I Onin- 

* him ? — What fliame can my feeing him rcRtSt 

* upon me? — it will be time enough to forbid 

* his vifits, when he has declared himfelf my 
^ lover/ 

How long fhe would hav« continued in that 
mind, is uncertain; — two ladies came in that 
inftant, to defire her company with them to ibe 
Park, being a fine morning ; to which (be con- 
fenting, I left them, and went home> but with a 
iiill refolution to return in the afternoon, and fee 
what event the expe£ied interview would pro- 
duce. Accordingly I put on my belt of Invifibi- 
lity, and went to the houfe of Lyfetta ; — I Caw su 
chair waiting, but the door was (hut, and' I was 
obliged to Itay in the ftreet a confiderable time, * 
before it was opened for any perfon, either to go 
in or out. I got entrance at lali^ and p ifled di- 
redlly to the dining-room, where L found the per- 
fon 1 was defirous of behold ing^ On my. looking 
earnedly on him, I faw he. had fo much the re- 
fcmblance of the pifiuroi drawn for him by the- 
fortune-teller, that I prefently perceived fhe muft 
B 6 be: 
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be better acquainted with his features than the cupj 
could make her, and that in reality flie was a mar- 
riage-broker, under thedifguife of a coflFce-grounds 
calculator. He had placed himfelf very clofe to 
Lyfetta on a fettee, and muft have been making a 
declaration of love to her by the anfwer (he gave 
juft as I came into the room. 

Lyfetta. Sir, it does not become me to hearken 
td any profeffions of this nature, from a perfon to 
whofe family, fortune, and charafter, I am fo an 
entire llranger. ^ 

Orfames. It Will be eafy for me, madam, to give 
jou full TatisfaAion in all thefe particulars \ but 
till I can do fo, I beg you will permit me, at leaft, 
toconvince you of my paffion. 

^ Lyfetta. Though, ^ir, there is no room to doubt 
cither by your appearance or behaviour, but that 

Jou are a gentleman, and a man of honour, yet I 
lould be glad, methinks, to know fome one per- 
fon with whom you are acquainted. 

Orfames. Unfortunately for me, madam, there 
is not a foul in this town who can give any account 
of me : — this, perhaps, you will think odd ; but 
permit me to give a fhort ucetch of my hiftory, and 
you will ceafe to wonder at it. 

Lyfetta. Then, pray fir, oblige me fo far. 

Orfames, It is no boaft in me, madam, to aflure 
ydur ladyihip, that my family is among the number 
t)f themoft ancient in England, having been fettled 
here long before the Conqueft, and many of them 
>een bifhops, judges, and privy counfellors ; but 
my father taking fome difguft at the meafures in a 
late reign, refolved to quit his native country for 
ever; and to that end fold the feat of his anceiiors, 
•with a very confiderable eftatein Somerfetfhirc, and 
carried the purchafe money, together with his 
whole family, to Philadelphia, where he had then 
d brother, reputed the moft wealthy merchant in 

that 
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that place; — it was there, madam, I was born, and' 
am the onlyfurvivinjs; ifTueof my parents, and con- 
fequentlv the fole heir of their pofleffions, as alfo o£ 
my uncle's, he dyins without leaving any child be-- 
hind him. -— I fear 1 tire you, madam* 

Lyfitta. No, iir, I beg you will go onw 

Orfames. From my very infancy there was fome-' 
what in my nature which could not reliih the man- 
ners of theie Americans, tho' born amongft them i. 
— I had read a great deal, and heard much con- 
cerning England, and had always a paffionate de- 
fire to come to it j but my father, even after my 
arriving at maturity, would never liften to any in- 
treaties on that fcore :— after his death, my uncle 
was no lefs averfe to my removal ; but on his de- 
mife, finding my felf freed from all dependency, and 
entirely mafter of my own aflions, I left all my 
eiFe£ls to be difpofed of by a perfon whofe integrity 
I am well afTured of, and taking with me only a 
thou fand guineas, juft for prefent ufe, embarked in 
the firft. mip that failed for England, where I hap- 
pily arrived about fix weeks fince. 

Lyfetta, But would it not have been better, fir, 
that you had ibid at Philadelphia till your affairs 
had been fettled ? 

Orfames. Not at all, madam ; I have friends 
there that will manage for me as well as if I w^re 
there in perfon;— befides, an irrefiftible impulfe 
hurried me to England :— I could not then account 
for my impatience, but am now convinced it was 
my guardian angel called me to behold in reality 
that lovely face 1 have fo often feon in dreams. ^ 

Lyfettct. What ! dream of me 1 

Orfames, Yes, madam ; though fo many leagues 
diHant, my fpirit has been often with you, converf- 
ed with you, and avowed that flame my mortal part 
now fccls. 

Ljfetta. 
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Lyfetta, Is it poflible ! 
Or fames. Truc^ by Heaven \ 
Lyjetta. And are you certain I am the fame you» 
faw m your fleep I 

Orfatnes. I could not be deceived ; the firft mo- 
ment my ^yt^ lyere Weft with your prefence at the 
. Chapel Royal, I forgot the folemnity of the place^ 
and the pious bufmefs that had brought me thither*. 
Lyfetta, 'Tis very wonderful ; — but 'tis time 
enough to talk of thefe things. — As you have re- 
lated to me the former part of your life, 1 fhould 
like to know in what manner yoa intend to regu- 
late the future. 

Orfame$. That muft be fubmitted to my charm- 
ing dire6trefs : — all my affairs, as well as my 
heart, muft henceforth be at your difpofal : — I 
had thoughts,, indeed, of purchafmg a fmall eftate, 
of about fifteen hundred^ or two thoufand pounds^ 
a-ycarj — but whether 1 fhould put the remainder 
of my fortune into the public funds, or lay it out 
on an employment at court,. 1 had not yet deter- 
mined. 

Lyfetta, Oh, by all means,, buy a place : ~ the 
court is the only thing upon earth. 

Orfames. Next to your company, I believe it is v. 
and Imce you approve the thought, fhall infallibly 
purfueit, . 

Lyfetta. Whoever you marry, fiP, will daubtlefs^ 
be of my opinion. 

Orfames. Ah ! do not. wrong my faithful heart 
fo much, as to imagine it capable of being charmed, 
by any other..— No, if all my love, my fcrvices, my 
prayers, fhould fai( to mov€ the adorable Lyfetta» 
X vow an eternal celibacy. 

Lyfetta. You men always talk thus when you 
would impofe on the credulity of our fex : — but, 
fir, it is time alone that is the true touch -itone of 
finceritjr, 

Orfames^ 
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Orjattus. Madam, it is, and to that I (hall truft 
the dccifion of my fate : — therefore, I once more 
implore your permiffion to repeat my vows, and 
pay you the tribute which beauty like yours de-> 
mands from love like mine. 

Lyfetta. I wiH not hear fo much of love; but as 
you are a ftranger in town, and as yet have no ac* 
quaintance, I cannot be lb ungeateel to refufe yoa 
the privilege of vifiting aie ibmetimes* 

At thefe words he threw himfelf oa his kneesy. 
and catching hold of both her hands, preifed firft 
the one ^nd then the other to his lips,, with the 
greateft appearance of traniport; aU which ihe 
i'uffered, nor difcovered the leaft reludance. — I 
know not how long he might have continued iti 
this mute courtihip, if the found of fotnebody at 
the door had not obliged him (uddenly to rife. It 
was Lyfetta's fervant, who immediateiy. entered and 
prefented her with two letters, which had been juA 
left by the poft ; — (he looked on the I'uper- 
fcriptions, then threw them carclefly on the tuble, 
without fliewing any impatience to examine the 
contents ; but her lover, either thro' pcliteneis, or 
becaufe he had adled enough of his part for the iirit 
time, thought proper to take his leave, faying, be 
would do himfelf the honour of waiting on her the 
next day. 

He was no fooner gone, than (he began to give a 
toofe to thofe agitations his prefence and difcourfe 
bad occalioned, and which (he had not without 
great difficulty refirained from being viiible. It 
was in thefe terms flie expreffed herfelf, which, in- 
coherent as they are, I fhall deliver ta my;readers, 
juft as I found them the next morning engraved 
on my tablets. ^ Well, this is the oddeft accU 

• dent ! fure there was never any thing fo afto- 

• nifhing! — Let people fay what they will, there 
.' is a great deal in the throwing of a cup, — 

* that 
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*- that woman is certainlir the devil : — how exadlj^ 
^ (he defcribed this gentktnan ! — I have faid, I 
« would never many, but if the ftars have ordain'd^ 
^ it otherwife,. it is in vain to reiift ; and, Jf hta- 
^ fortune be fuch as he pretends it is, I can fee no^ 

* caufe for any one to blame me.' 

Here {he flopped, and fell into a little refverie;. 
but foon coming out of it^ thus renewed her ejacu<- 
lations: ^ There is nothing in the perfon nor ad- 

* drefs of this new lover, but what is perfedly 

* agreeable; and^^ I believe, I ihall like him well 
^ enqugh on a little more acquaintance with him : 
« he feems vaftly charmed with me ; but one ought 

* not to build on what the men fay on thefe occa- 

* fions. —There is^fomething ftrangely particular^, 
*' indeed, in his dreaming of me without ever 

* having feen me :. — in fine, the more I confider, 

* the more I find the hand of fate is in this bufi— 

* nefs, and I muft fubmit** 

After this, (he feemed fomewhat more compofed, 
and began to^ read the letters flie had received : — 
I alfo look'd over them at the fame time; but found 
they were only from relations of family affairs of no 
moment to the puWic, or to the narrative I am re- 
citing. When I. came home, had thrown myfelf 
into an eafy-chair, and began to ruminate on the 
extraordinary fcene I had been witneis ofj I knew 
not whether the bafe defign, which I now plainly 
l^rceived had been concerted between the Fortune- 
teller and Orfames,.or the weaknefs and infatuation 
of Lyfetta, in giving credit to their romantic lies, 
had the moft right to engrofs my amazement. But 
when I reflefted more deeply on the various impo* 
iitions I daily faw pradlifed, my wonder ceafed, on 
account either of the fortune-teller, or the fortune- 
hunter, and fixed it entirely on the fimpHcity of 
Lyfetta. It now feemed not ftrange to me, that 
the molt illiierate and abje<Sl wretches fhould be en- 
dowed 
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dowed with a natural ftor« of cunnine^ whicb, 
backed by impudence, renders them capable of form- 
ing contrivances to deceive ; elfe how do we often 
fee pickpockets and houfe-breakers circumvent the 
watchfulnefs of the moft cautious f But then thofe 
fort of pilferers rob us when our heads are turned 
another way, or when we are fleeping in our beds : 
but in liftening to fortune-tellers, we are defrauded 
with our eyes open, and give, as it were, our own 
confent to the worft kind of theft^ that of ftealing 
away our underftanding. 

People guilty of this egregious folly t when de- 
teAed in it, pretend they confult thoie ridiculous 
oraclet for no other end than merely to divert them*- 
felves, without believing, or even remembering one 
fyllable of the predidlions delivered to them. Thi«, 
may, perhaps, at firfl be true ; but there are too 
many laitaoces which prove, that cuftorp^ by de- 
grees, turns into earneft what might once be meant 
as a jcft. The reafon is this : Thofe fubtle crea- 
tures frequently find means, either by emiflaries, 
or by infuuiating themfelve» among fervants, to get 
into the fecreta of families, and one real faftferving 
to make all they fay believed, gives them the power 
to work theperfon who depends upon them almoft 
to any point they aim at. The moft pernicious 
defigns have been carried on this way. — Huf- 
bands have been fct againft their wives, and wives 
againft their hulbands ; — parents have been made 
to difregard their children, and children to forget 
all obedience to their parents;— the bcft matches 
have been broke off, and the moft difproportion- 
able ones made : — • in a word, there is no kind of 
mifchief but what has happened when a^ fortune- 
teller has been bribed by fome bale perfon, who has 
an intereft in bringing about fuch events.. There-- 
lore, as there is a ftri6t law in force againft thefc 
pretended dealers in futurity, I cannot help faying^ 

that 
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that I regret its not being execfuted with greater 
punftuality j, fince the more firaple an evil appears^ 
the more dangerous it proves in its effefbs. 

CHAP.: IV. 

Contains the Catnflrophe of an Affair ^^ which the Repeii* 
tion of ought not to give Offence to anyone^ except the 
Ferjon whofe Refcntment the Aut})Of will not look upon 
as a Misfortune. 

LYSETTA was fo ftrongly perfuadcd in her 
mind, that it was her fate to marry OrfameSf 
that (he made not the leaft attempt to check th« 
growing inclination ihe had for him, but rather 
thought it a virtue in her to encourage the mo& 
tender fentiments for a perfen ordained by heaven 
to be her husband. I made feveral vifits to her». 
both in my Vifible and Invifible capacity, and fel- 
dom went without finding Orfames there, and 
.erery time more free and degagde than before. — • 
He made fo fwift a progrefs in his courtfhip, that ia 
]e(s than a montk, he became the Major-Domo ot 
her family, commanded all the fer vanes, and be- 
haved as if already their mafter. To add to all 
this, Lyfetta fufFcred him to condu<Sl her to all pub- 
lic places, fat in the fame box at the p^ay-houfe,, 
and always dined and fupped with her, whatever 
company were there ; — in a word, they were never 
afunder, but in thofe hours when decency obliged 
them to be fo. 

So ftrange a revolution in the behaviour of Ly- 
fetta made a great noife in the town ; all her ac- 
quaintance were furprized ; all her friends and kin- 
dred were much, alarmed at it ; efpecially as the 
perfon to whom flie fliewed thefe extraordinary 
lavour, was altogether unknown, nor could they 
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ftt the leaft account of him. Thofe who, either 
through a long friendihip or affinity of bloody 
could take the privilege of difcourfing with her on 
this head, did u in a very free manner v hut the 
anfwers (he gave to their interrogatories were far 
from being fatisfadlory. When 2ie told them his 
hiftory^ as he had related it, they treated it with 
contempt ; — fome fuid th^t he was an impofior > 
— others, more modeft, that they wifh'd he was 
not fo : — to both which fbe returned, that what- 
ever he were, {he was ceruin it was her fate to 
marry him, and defired they would give themfelves 
no pain on that occafion. As fbe was naturally of 
a haughty obftinate difpoiltion, it is highly pro- 
bable, that the remonftr<.nces they took the liberty 
of making to her, rather ftrengthened than abated 
. her refolution of giving herfelf to him. I was at 
her houfe one day, under cover of my Invifible 
Belt, when I heard the following converfation be« 
tween them : 

Orfamn. Condemn me not, my angel, for being 
fometimes melancholy even in your prefence : ■ 
though you have promifed to make me one day the 
happieft of mankind, and I look upon every word 
of that dear mouch, as unfailing as an oracle, yet 
wiien 1 coafider the length of time between me and 
the confummation of my wiflies, the impatience of 
my paiEon will not permit me to be gay. 

Lyfeita. You men are always in fuch a hurry in 
every thing you do, 

Cfrfames, Ah, madam, 'tis a dreadful thing to 
have one's happinefs depend on the uncert lin winds 
. and waves ; it may be yet two months before my 
efFe£ls can arrive from Philadelphia* 

Lyfetta. And do ^ou call that fo long a time ? 

Orfames^ A million of ages in the account of 
love J and even, according to common calculation,^ 
longer than human nature can fuftain continual 

torments j, 
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torments 5 — eight whole weeks, fix and fifty anxi- 
ous days, and as many reftlefs nights y — upwards of 
thirteen hundred hours of tedious expedbation j and 
minutes almoft numberlefs, wafted in pain, which- 
might be pafied in pleafure, if you would ihortenh 
the tremendous date. 

Lyfetta. What would you have me do ? 

Orfames, Ah 1 if you loved, yoa need not be 
told, but of yourfeh generou% bring the bleffibd 
•vent r>earcr to my wimes. 

Lyfetta. Yoa would not have me marry 'trlV 
your afFairs are fettled, and things can be done \o* 
our mutual fatisfa£lion. 

Orjamss. I underftand you, madam ; the articles^ 
of jomture and pin- money, I know, are cuftomarjr 
in modifli marriages; but the paflion you have in- 
fgixei me with is of too fublime a nature to ftoop 
to fucfa mean forms. I a& not what your for- 
tune is, but will fettle the whole of mine upon youp 
—your lovely perfon is all the treafure I am am- 
bitious of prefervkngy -— the reft fhall be at youi^ , 
' difpofah . ' 

Lyfetta. This is kind indeed" j but more than £ 
defire, or would accept of^ 

Qrfamii^ Oh*l that you had no other fortune 
than your beauty ; — then wouM the fmccrity of 
my love be proved, by endowing you. with all that 

Heaven has^ made me matter of,. Alas ! you 

know not how ardently, how faithfully I adore 
you. 

Lyfetta. Yes, I am vain enough to think I have 
fome fhare in your afFediions, 

Orfames. Some (hare I — oh ! could you be 
ftnfible of the thoufandth part of what I feel, pity, 
if not love, would compel you to cafe my throb- 
bing heart of the fufpence it labours under, and^ 
you would give yourfelf to my burning,. bleeding 
pajQion. 

Lyfetta^ 
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Lyfitta. I have already faid I will be yours^ and 
now again repeat it. 
Orfames. But when, my angel ? 
In fpeaking thefe words, he threw himfelf upon 
Lis knees betore her, burft into a flood of well* 
diflembled tears, and grafped her Robe de Chambre 
with agonies which 1 cannot but fay had much the 
appearance of reality, while in thefe terms he pro- 
fecuted his defign : 

Orfames. I have 'till now fupported life but in 
ihe rapturous hope of being one day blelTed in your 
poffefEon : but even hope by iu uncertainty be- 
comes at lafl too weak an aid ; and foon, very 
foon^ my adorable Lyfetta, will you behold your 
faithful lover a cold breathlefs corpfe, unlets the 
balm of your kiadnefs recruits the vital lamp, and 
gives freft vigour to my deprefTed and breaking 
keart. 

Lyfitts. I cannot bear to hear and fee you thus : 
— rife, fir, this poflure does not become the man 
whom I intend to make my hufband. 

Orfiums. No, by Heaven, I never will quit your 
feet but with an aiSurance of my happinefs. — Say 
then, — oh 1 fay, when ihall be the blifsful day 
that makes you mine ! 

Lyfitta. Since it mufl be fo, even when you 
pleaie. No, hold, I had forgot myfelf. 
Orfames. Oh, Heavens 1 what now ? 
Ljfetta. I promifed a clergyman, my near kinf« 
man, that if ever I married, he fbould perform the 
ceremony : he is at prefent out of town, but will 
return next Sunday, and on the Tuefday follow- 
ing, it fhall not be my fault if we do not attend 
him at the altar. 

Orfames. Extatic found !— may I depend on the 
performance of this heavenly promife ! 

Lyfiita. You may, and be entirely eafy on that 
point ) take now my hand, as an sarnefl of my 
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giving It you in a more folemn manner before a 
parfon : — henceforward I (hall look upon myfelf 
as yours. 

Orfames. Angel! Goddefs! thus then let me 
feal the covenant on thofe charming lips Uiat have 
pronounced it. 

Ljifetta, The covenant will not hold good in 
law without both parties interchangeably fign their 
aflent. 

She uttered thefe words with a moft pleafmg 
fmile, and at the fame time threw her arms about 
his neck, and returned the pailionate falute fhe had 
received from him, adding this tender exprcflion : 

* My dear, dear Orfames, 1 do not now blulh to 

* confefs to you, that from the firft moment you 

* declared yourfelf my lover, my heart correfponded 

* with your vows, and told me what would be the 
< event.' He afFefted too much tranfport on hear- 
ing her fpeak in this manner, to be abl« to make 
any other reply than kifTes and embraces, which, 
as fhe was far from repelling, or (eeming the leaft- 
offended at, I know not what advantages he might 
have taken, on finding her thus foftened by his ar- 
tifices, if a fudden interruption had not, happily for 
her, broke off this dangerous entertainment. A 
footman came and told her, that her aunt. Lady 
Gravelcve, was come to vifit her; on which (he 
cried out with fomc peevifhnefs, — * Pifh — why 

* did you hot fay I was from home ?' Then turn- 
ing fondly to Orfames, faid, 

Lyfetta. Do you chufe to join company with my 
aunt ? or (hall I fetch fome books to amufe you 
with till (he is gone ? 

Orfafnes. No, my deareft love ; — this lady- 
has always looked upon me with an unpleafing 
eye, efpecially of late, therefore will not offend her 
with my prefence ; neither are my fpirits enough 
compofed, in the excefs of joy you have infpire4 

me 
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cne with, to read any thing with attention ; — fo 
will take a little walk. 

Lyfetta, Do fo, — but I fhal! expeft you back 
to fupper; — my aunt fcldom ftays longer than to 
drink tea, and I am Aire, I (hall not prefs her at 
this time. 

No more was faid on either fide ; they embraced 
and parted \ ihe went into the next room, and he 
down ftairs, in order to go where his bufmefs or 
inclination called him. As I never believed this 
fellow was what he pretended, 1 had taken fome 
pains to difcover the truth of his circumftances, but 
without any fuccefs, till it now came into my mind 
to follow him, after he had Uft Lyfetta's houfc ; 
which I did, refolving not to lofe fight of him till 
he ihould return to her again. 

He went diredly to Drury Lane, walked very 
faft, and never flopped till he came to the entrance* 
of a narrow paflage, between that place and Wild- 
ftreet, where he ftood Itill, and looked round him, 
as I fuppofe, to fee if any one was near who might 
know him ; for the day was not yet quite ihut in j— 
Chen pafled a little farther, looked about him again, 
and finding the coaft, as he thought, clear, none 
bein^ in the alley but his invifible attendant, flipped 
haftily into a little dirnr alehoufe, where an old wo- 
man met him, and told him, his friends were all 
above; on which he ran up ftairs, and puflied open 
the door of a room, pretty fpacious indeed, but 
had otherwife all the figns of beggary and wretch- 
ednefs about it. Here we found five or fix men, 
tolerably well habited, but had fomething in their 
countenances which made me guefs their oce upa- 
tion, before theydifcovered it by their convcrfaiion ; 
for they were no better than a gang of thieves and 
(harpers: — they were fitting round a table, with 
a great bowl of punch before them, when Orfames 

rufhed 
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i-uihdl in, and with a gay air accofted them in thefe 
terms : 

Orfames. Wife me joy, my lads, my hearts of 
fleel, wiib me joy ; -—1 have gained my point ^ all 
is over, i'faith* 

Firft Man. What married ! 

Orjanus. Ho, biH as good as married c «— the 
vrench and her twelve thoufand pounds are as Aire 
to me as if I had one in my ar«is and the other in 
my pocket J — Tuefday is the day, my buflFs 5 but I 
znuft have more money, by G — ! I have not a 
Angle doit left. 

Second Man. How I all ibc fifty pieces gone ai* 
ready? 

Orfames, Ay, faith, and well laid out too t *-« I 
fhall return it with intereft; -— you are ail to fhare 
in the money, and the woman toow—- But come,-— 
how ftandsnock among yo« i 

Third Man. Curled low 5 — tho* we have been 
all out to-day, we have not colleded above thirty 
pieces, and four gold watches that muft be knocked 
to pieces, and the cafes melted down, or the makers 
Jiaikies may betray us* 

f9ur4A Man^ The road grows worfe and worfe 
c-very day, I think. 

Orfames. But did vou get nothing from the ladies 
the ibrtune-teller told you were to take the air this 
morning on Barnes Common ? 
: Fifth Man. I fhould have done fo ; but as the 
devil would have it, juft as they were going to pull 
out their purfes, three gentlemen with fire-arms 
cf^me galloping towards us, and obl^iged me to make 
off without my booty* 

Orfames. *Twas damn'd unlucky. 

Firfi Man. One meets with a thoufand fuch 
difappointments : -— >.for my part, I am halJFfick o£ 
tJie buAnefs, and fo I believe we are all. 

Secmd 
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Second Man, Ay, faith; for what with feeing 
inn-keepers, coachmen, fortune-tellers, and other 
fuch neceflary informers, we have the leaft part of 
the profit to ourfelveis. 

Third Man. Ay, I wifli, Orfames, you were once 
married, that you might fet up a gaming-table 
under the fandlion of your lady's name ; — gaming 
is ten times a more profitable, as well as a more 
fafe way of thieving, 

Orfames, You know it was my bargain, and you 
may depend upon my honour, that it (hall be the 
firfl thing I will do. 

Fourth Man, It will be a joyful day; for fince 
taxes have been fo high, and trade fo low, fuch 
numbers of (hop-keepers are obliged to take the 
road, that we old praSitionerscan fcarce get a living 
by it, 

. Orfames, Well, well, all this will be over in a 
fhort time ; — but you muftraife me fome cafh ; 
— I can eafily give you an account of the fifty 
pieces. 

Fifth Man, No, no, it needs not 3 we know you 
would not fink upon us. 

Orfames, I chufe however to do it : — the firfl 
article is five guineas to the fortune-teller, as an 
earneft of the hundred fhe is to receive after my 
marriage with Lyfetta : — the fecond is twenty 
pounds for a gold fnu(F-box, which I pretended to 
have brought from Philadelphia and prefented to 
her ladyfliip: — the third is about ten more, fpent in 
three feveral jaunts I made with her to Richmond, 
Windfor, and Greenwich: — the remainder, you 
may believe, might well be fpent in donations to her 
fervants, board-wages to my own man, paying my 
lodgings at two guineas a- week, chair-hire, and 
other fuch necefTiry expenccs. 

Firji Man, You could do no Icfs. 

Vol. Ih C Second 
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Second Man. Ay, ay, — nothing of all this could 
have been fpared, — But what fum do you demand 
at prefcnt ? 

Orfames. I believe twenty pieces will defray the 
whole charges of the wedding, which is all I want; 
and afterwards, my boys, I fhall have enough for 
you alK 

On this, every one turned out his pockets, and 
the fum requeft^ was immediately made up, and 
laid upon the table, which Orfames put into his 
purfe ; and then fome difcourfe enfued among this 
vicious company which I chufe to pafs. over in fi- 
lence, as it would be no fit entertainment for the 
chafte ears of my fair readers* Orfames ftaid with 
them about two hours, and then took his leave, in 
order to fup with Lyfetta, as (he had deiired he 
would 'y — I accompanied him not thither, but went 
home to my own apartment, more full of confufion 
at the difcovery I had made than I am able to ex«^ 
prefs. •— Though I halfdefpifed Lyfetta for the 
follies I had feen her guilty of, yet when I reflected 
on her birth, and the chara<Sler ihe maintained in 
the world, I could not bear the thoughts of her 
becoming the viftim of the bafe defign concerted 
Jigainft her; and her fortune, reputation, and 
eternal peace of mind, the prey of fuch a neft of 
villains. 

My whole ftudy was now fully bent to fnatch 
this unfortunate lady from that gulph of perdition 
ihe was upon the brink of, and fo near plunging 
into. I was extremely divided in my thoughts what 
to do upon this occafion : to give her any hints 
concerning the dangers to which ihe expofed her-. 
felf and reputation, by encouraging the addreiTes oC 
a man whofe character (he was fo little acquainted, 
with, I knew would be in vain, as fhe had rejefted 
all the warnings given her on that fcore, and re- 
fufed to liften to the admonitions of her beft friends 

and 
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tfnd neareft kindred. — I had it in my power^ jd« 
deed, to inform her of much more than any of them 
could even guefs at j but then I could not relate 
the fcene I had been witnefs of, without difcover* 
ing at the fame time the fecret of my Invifible 
Belt, which was by no means proper for me to 
entruft her with. 

To acquaint her by letter with what I knew 
concerning Orfames, and the villainous confpiracy 
that had been formed to ruin her, I feared would 
be to little purpofe ; and doubted not but (he 
would look upon an anonymous intimation only 
as a piece of malice, and treat it with the contempt 
it might feem to merit: — as this, however, was 
the only method 1 could take to fave her, with any 
convenience to myfelf, I refolved to purfue it ; and 
accordingly wrote to her next morning a full ac- 
count of all I had been witnefs of between Or- 
fames and his wicked companions. I made this 
letter be left at her houfe before the time in which 
(he ufually got out of bed, to the end (be might 
have leifure to Confider the contents, without being 
interrupted by any company coming in. As f 
was defirous of feeing in what manner (he would 
receive this intelligence, I went under cover of my 
Belt, and gained entrance juft as (he had finiihed 
the perufal. 

Her behaviour was fucb as I apprehended it 
would be;— fhe tore the letter, — ftormed, and 
cried out, * Was there ever fo much impudence ? 
' Sure, the perfon who fent this infamous fcrawl 

* muft have a very mean opinion of my under- 

* (landing to think I could give the lead credit 

* to fuch a vile afperfion!— — Orfames an im- 

* poftor! a companion for thieves and vagabonds! 
^ —ridiculous!* — And then again : * This muft 
^ certainly be a contrivance of fome of my wife 

* kindred to break ofF the match : — I could find 
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' in my heart to fend for Orfames and marry him 

* this inftant, to ihew how much I defpife their 

* little malice 5 — but 'tis no matter, Tuefday will 

* fooh arrive, and that will put an end to all.' 

I ftaid a whole hdur, in the fuppofition. that Or- 
fames would make her a morning vifit ; but find- 
ihg by fome difcourfe flie had with her maid, that 
flie did not expefl him, and was making herfelf 
ready to go among the (hops for things (he wanted, 
I quitted her apartment, much difconcerted at the 
ill fuccefs of what I had done. However, as I had 
little elfe to employ my time that day, I went again 
in the afternoon j Orlamcs was now there, and two 
ladies of Lyfetta's particular acquaintance:" — whe- 
ther (he had n^entioned any thing to him of the 
letter, I cannot be certain, but am apt to think {he 
had not, for he appeared with an alertnefs, which, 
by all I could difcover, had nothmg of conftraint 
in it. Cards were called for, and they were juft 

foingto fit down to whift, when word was brought 
/yfetta, that her coufin, Capt. Platoon, was jult 
arrived from Carlifle, and come to wait upon her; 
on which fhe ordered him to be (hewed up imme- 
diately. Orfames, who, I perceived, had turned, 
pale as a(hes on hearing this gentleman's name, 
now rofe haftily from his chair, and faid to Lyfetta, 

* I have juft thought of fome bufihefs I had to 

* difpatch ; — your ladyfhip muft. excufe me ; — 

* the affair that calls rfie is of confequencc j — I 

* cannot flay.' 

She was going to make fome reply, but the 
Captain came that inftant into the room; — while 
he was paying his compliments to his coufin and 
the other ladies, Orfames had taken up his hat, and 
was endeavouring to flip out unperceived ; but the 
quick-fightednefs of Lyfetta prevented him 5 — . 
flie lan to him, and catching hold of his ffeeve,, 
faid, < You (hall not go, at leaft, till I have pre- 
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* fented you to my coufin.* Then turning to the 
captain, faid, * This is a gentleman, coufin, whofe 

* acquaintance, I believe, you will hereafter think 

* yourfelf happy in.' 

On this, the captain advanced with great polite- 
nefs to embrace the perfon his kinfwoman prefented 
to him, but had no fooner fixed his eyes upon his 
face, than he ftarted back with the utmoft aftoniih- 
ment, and cried out to Lyfetta : — * What is the 

* meaning of this, madam ? — Whom would yoa 

* introduce to me?' She was opening her mouth to 
make fome anfwer^ but Orfames, who was draw- 
ing as fail as he could towards the door, hindered 
her from fpeaking, by faying, with a hefitating 
voice : * Madam, — the gentleman does not fcem 
« to defire any new acquaintance ; — I vtrjll wait 

* on your ladyfhip another time.' In fpeaking this 
he got to the top of the ftair-cafe, and, it is likely^ 
would have made but one ftep to the bottom, if the 
captain had not prevented him, by running to him, 
ind, catching faft hold of him b^ the collar, dragged 
hifn back, faying' at the fame time ; V No, rafcal, 

* you muft not think to leave this place till you 

* have confefTed what devil gave you the impudence 

* to introduce yourfelf into fuch company, and on 

* what villainous defign you are thus difguifed in 

* the habit of a gentleman.' Then addreffing hini- 
felf to Lyfetta, who itood as motionlefs as if tranf- 
fixed with thunder, went on thus : * Madam, by 

what means foever this villain has impofed upon 
you, I do affure you, upon my honour, that two 
months ago he was a private man in Capt. Cut- 
comb's company, and drumm'd out of the regi- 
ment for pig-ftealing, and other mifdemeanors j 
for fome of which, indeed, he ought to have bcen^ 
hanged.* 

On thefe words Lyfetta. fcreamed'qut,rr- * Oh ? 

Heavens!' ■ and fell into' a fvvooti 5 — — the 
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captain feeing this, quitted his prifoner to run wltl^ 
the two ladies to her a^iftance; and Orfames took 
the opportunity of making his efcape. Proper 
means being applied, fhe foon recovered, and thQ 
fwelling paffions which had occafioned this difor- 
dcr^j vented themfelves in tears : — the captain 
appeared a little impatient to know how ihe became 
acquainted with fuch a wretch as Orfames ; but 
(he told bim, (he was not then in a condition ta 
inform him of the particulars j — faid, (he was very 
ill, and mufl lie down, and defired to fee him ano- 
ther time; —f. on which he took his leave, as did 
the two ladies, who knowing Qrfames had prb-» 
fetki himfelf her lover, and the encouragement fliq 
had given him, I could perceive fmiled withii\ 
themielves at the difcovery. Thus was Lyfetta pre- 
ferved.from ruin, and had no other punimment foi: 
her folly, than being laughed at by thofe who werq 
privy to the affair.— As for Orfames, I have fmcq 
met him about town in a very ibabby and tattered 
condition ; the gang of villains, his aflbciates, { 
believe, are difperfed, and one of them has made hi^ 
exit at Tyburn^ 

?tJF ^&^ 'tJF ?Lff ^tJP ^tJf ^m2F ^t^ ?t^ ^tJF 

•CHAP. V. 

Vnats on various Matters^ fome of wbich^ the Author 
dares venture to ajfure the Public, will hereafter ha 
found not onh more entertainingy but alfo of tnort 
Confequence than at prefent they appear to be. 

1HAD been toM, that Lady Playfield's route wa$ 
an afTemblage of the moft brilliant and polite 
perfons of both fexes ; and tho' I never had an^ 
great opinion of this (brt of meetings, yet I was 
tempted to go thitherj^ in order to be myfeif a wit« 
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nch how far the defcription that had been gi?en roe 
was confonant to truth. As I am an entire flranger 
to her ladyfbipy and did not care for the formality 
of being introduced by any one who went there, I 
chofe to make this vifitin mylnviiible capacity. The 
great number of wax tapers, the fparkle of the ladies 
jewels, and the ex traordi nary beauty of fome among 
them, was dazzling to my eyes at firft entrance ; 
but I foon found, that I had the fame fault to find 
with this as I had done in all other mixed company 
I ever faw; — a kind of hurry and confufioii, 
which deftroys that folid converfation that is lo 
agreeable when only a few McH friends are met 
together. It was very near nine o'clock when I 
went thither, yet there were feveral who came in 
after me: — Lady PI i*y field received ail of them 
with her accuftomed politencfs ; but for a great 
while there was nothing in the falutation on eiti.er 
fide which engroiied my attention fo far as to make 
me fpread my Tablets to retain it. 

I was indeed qiiite indolent to every thing that 
Was faid, till the entrance of Lady Allmode g^ive a 
Kttle fpur to my curiofity : — I had heard much 
talk of this lady, not only for her being extrava* 
gantly fond of every new fafhion, but alfo for a 
certam peculiarity in her manner of converfation^ 
which made her admired by people of a low edu- 
cation, and as much laughed at by thofe of a fupe- 
rior. I had been told, that ihe had an utter averfion 
to plain Englifh, and fo thorough a contempt for 
what fhe called the vulgar way of fpeaking, that, 
when (he ulked, even on the rooft comuion things, 
file interlarded all ihe faid with the hardeft words* 
file could pick out of the dictionary, and frequently 
coined new ones of her own which never were, 
nor fcarce ever will be, found in any vocabulary. 
Lady Playfield, I perceived, received her with a 
great deal of refpe^^ — I was then at fome di- 
C 4 itance. 
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ftance, but» on finding they were entering into con- 
verfation, drew more near, to have an opportunity 
of hearing aiad improving myfelf, by a perfon of 
Whom fo extraordinary a defcription had been given 
me. After the firft compliments were over, Lady 
Playfield addreffed herfelf to her in thefe words: 

Lady Playfield. Tho' 1 am always happy when I 
fee your lady&ip, yet now I can fcarce forbear 
complaining of your unkindnefs in coming without 
Mifs ArabelJai— I hear jQie has been in town above 
a week. 

Lady Allmodep \ could not have been guilty of 
fo enormous a folecifm in good breeding as not to 
have brought her to pay her duty to your ladyfhip, 
if there bad been a pojQibility in nature to have 
done it. 

Lady Playfield. I hope Mifs is well, madam. ^ 
Lady AUmode. Perfe£lly fo, madam, as to vbcr 
health; but fuch a fight, fuch a figure! a greater 
xnetamorphofis than any in Ovid. 

Lady Playfield. What, does your ladyfhip mean ? 
Lady Allmode. Oh, madam, the remotefl corner 
of the moft defart of the three Arabias never pro- 
duced fuch a creature, fuch a Tramontane, as the 
Italians elegantly phrafc it. Well, thefe people 
who live a great way from London are fuch ab- 
iurdians, fuch awkwardities. Would your lady« 
ihip believe it, they fent the girl home in a cap that 
quite covered the drum of her ears \ 

Lady Playfield. That might be to prevent, her 
catching cold in the. coach. 

Lady AUmode. Oh, Jupiter 1 how am I furprized 
to hear your ladyfhip talk in this manner ! But this 
is not all, the girl had feveral new fuits of cloaths * 
when fhe left London^ made in the genteeJeft tafte; 
but my country aunt taking it into her head, that 
we either had allowed too fcanty a pattern, or that 
Ihe had outgrown them, out of mere good- will and 
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fimplicity, has lengthened all her petticoats tofuch 
a ridiculous fize, that they almoit come down to 
the buckles o(^ her fhoes;— ^I protcft one can fcarcc 
fee whether fhe has any ancles. 

On this, a gentleman who ftood pretty near ap- 
proached Lady Allmode, and with a moft ironical 
tone replied to whit flie had faid in thefe words : 

Gentleman^ Your ladyfhip muft excufe the mif- 
take your aunt has made ; I fancy the falhion of 
going half naked may not yet have reached fo far 
as Wales. 

Lady Allmode, You certainly fpcak the.rationalie 
of the thing,. fir; -—few of thefe mountaineers re- 
gard any thing hut loading their tables, with pro- 
vifions, feafting their tenants, paying their debts, 
ftandingiip for the liberties of their country, dnd 
fuch-like antiquated obfolete cufloms ; — for my 
part, all my faculties are immerged in a profun- 
dity of aftonifliment, to think that my aunt could 
marry and fettle among fuch aliens to politenefs, 
fuch heathens to the laws of good breeding and the 
drawing-room. 

Gentleman, Perhaps, madam, the cuftoms and 
manners you mention were in vogue at the time of 
your aunt's marriage. 

Lady Allmode, 1 proteft, fir, you have hit upon 
the folution of this enigma; — it was, indeed, in> 
the reign of Queen Anne that Ihe married, 

I had feen enough of this fine lady, and did not 
thufe to have my tablets crowded with any mor^ 
of her unintelligible jargon^ fo retired to another 
part of the room^ where I faw three ladies got to- 
gether, who feemed very earneft in difcourle ; but 
fittle was I like to be the better for my near ap- 
proach, for being on the topic of fcandal,. each wa& 
fo full, and fo highly delighted with the thoughts 
of it, that all fpe^ing at the fame time prevented^ 
me foun. heaxii>g diftin(5\ly wlhat. was faid by any 
C 5 of 
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of tfaem ; and all I could gatherl at laft was^. tbaC 
a certain lady of their acq.uaintanee had been^ 
caught with her footman. 

As I had been informed of the particulars of thia^ 
fiory before^ thie foible of the tranfgr^ng fair 
did not fo much engrofs my meditations as the 
pleafure of thofe of her own fex feemed to take in; 
expofing it; and I could not help faying to myfell^ 
with the poet : 

There is a luft in man no chaiin can tame. 
Of loudly publifiiing his neighbour's ihamer 
On eagles wings immortal icandals fly» 
WhSe YinuoBs anions are bat bora, and die* 

But this was a place more proper to coUeA mat*' 
ter for refleSion hereafter, than to indulge it at 
prefent ; fo I pafled on among the gaming- tables. 
Which were eleven in number, and none of them 
unoccupied. Here it was pleafant enough to ob-' 
ferve the various attitudes of thofe who played ; and 
I think there is not a more fure way or judging 
people's difpoiitions^ than to fee them at this diycr- 
fion : -«- fome of thofe who fwept the ftakes, re- 
ceived the favours fortune beftowed on them with 
an eafe and |calmnefs which (hewed they had not 
been over^anxious whether ibe fniiled or frowned v 
but there were many more who fnatched up the 
glittering metal with a greedinefs which fufficiently 
flemonftratcd, that avarice was the chief excitement 
to what they did. As for the lofers, it gave me 
an infinite fatisfa£tion to fee the unconcerned beha- 
viour of fome few among them ; while others again 
filled me with a no lefs fenfible difquiet at their im« 
patience. — I was afhamed to find a gentleman of 
rank and fortune forget all politenefs, and fome- 
times even common decency^ to thofe who had his 
money in their pockets j and forry in my heart to 
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fee a lady bite her lips, wrinkle ber forehetd with 
unbecoming frowns, diftort every fieature, and dis- 
figure all the charms that Nature had beftowed <Mfi 
her, for the lofs of what was not worth half that 
anxiety to preferve.— • * Good Heaven !' faid I to 
jnyfel^ * if this be the cSe£ts of gaming, what 

* madneis ia it to venture one's peace in- that un^ 
^ certain gulph P 

The beautiful Ifmena was diis night among the 
number of the unfortunates, but not of the impa« 
tients I I ftood behind her chair, and faw her 
empty a well-filled purfe, and take out of it even 
the laft guinea with a fmile. She was, indeed, a 
oung lady lately come to the pofleffion of a very 
irge fortune, and could not want what fhe had 
thrown away ; but the fame might alfo be faid of 
Clarinda, who played at the fame table with her, 
and had alfojloft a confiderabie fum to Sir Charles 
Fairlove, with whom thefe two ladies had been 
engaged the whole evening at picquet : — but fee 
the di&rence> the latter of whom rofe from the 
table in a fury, tore her fan and cry'd, 

Clarinda. Curfe the cards, I will play no more 
Ihis night; — that I am sefolved ; — at leaft not 
with Sir Charles. 

J^mena. Nay,, madam, we have no reafon to be 
angry with Sir Charles, for having done by us what 
we would gladly have done by him; *- for my 
part, though he has ftripped me of all I had about 
me, I am. as good friends with him asever. 

Sir Charliu 1 hope fo, madam ; otherwife the 
good luck 1 have had at play would prove the 
greateft misfortune of my Ijfe. 

• darinJa^ The devil's in the cards to* night, I 
think ;-^ I never loft at picquet in my life before, 
•^and now I have thrown away,-<*l cannot jultly 
f»j how much, — but V\l fee, 
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: S|ie then turned to the table, and poured out of 
a purfe what was remaining in it, and having count- 
ed the fum, went on in the fame heat as before : 

Clariada. Yes, — by Heaven ! I thought fo! — - 
no lefs than fix and twenty pieces. 

Sir Charles. I (hould be forry, madam, to give 
ou any difquiet on the fix)re of fuch a trifle ; but 

can do no more than offer you a chance for re- 
gaining' all you have loft: — if you pleafe, I will 
Hake the whole againft five of yours. 

Clarinda. I (hould lofe that too, I fuppofe. 

Ifmena. Venture it, however ; if you lofe it, I'll 
l>e your halves, and fend you the money to-morrow 
morning. . 

Glarinda. Well then, I will make one more 
effay. 

With thefe words flic fat down again ; they 
played ; flie was the winner, and now appeared as 
gay and happy as flie had lately been difcontented*. 
•^Sir Charles fmiled with fome difdain at this re- 
ycrfe in her humour, and turning to Ifmena, faid. 

Sir Charles. Now, niadam, you muft take up the 
winner. . . 

. Ifmena, You muft give me credit then, fir; you 
both know I have no ftake to lay down. 

Clarinda. You muft excufe me for that, ma- 
dam, it may turn my luck \ befides, one has no 
heart to play when one does not fee the money on 
the table. 

Sir Charles. Well then, beautiful Ifmena, I 
will give you credit 3 — or if you pleafe, will play 
upon the fquare, my honour againft yours. 

Ifmena. With all my heart, Sir Charles. 

The ill nature, the ill manners, and indeed the 
ingratitude of Clarinda, in refufing to give the cre- 
dit of a ftake at cards, to a friend who had juft be- 
fore offered to pay half the loffes flie would fuftain 
in playing with another^ OMde that young lady as 
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difagreeable in my eyes, as the fweetncis of difpo- 
fition and generofity.of the fprightly irmcraa made 
her charming to a much greater degree than ever 
{be had appeared to me before^ — ^il lovely, as it 
muft be confefied (he is ; — but to proceed : iiinena 
having accepted the challenge of Sir Cnaries, ihe 
tried once more what chance would do for her ; 
»— chance was ftill againft her, and Sir Cnaries 
again the conqueror; the game being over, ihe 
faid, laughing : 

Ifmena. Well, I may now fing,— Fortune is my 
foe^ — and content myfelf, for the remainder of the 
night, in being an humble fpccStator, fince I am noC 
in a condition to play mylelf. 
- Sir Charles. It will be your own fault thea, 
nadam, if you are ; I believe I have an hundred 
and fome odd pieces about me, which are all at 
jrour fervice.. 

Ifmena. I thank you. Sir Charles; but I do not 
chufe to rifque fo much at one fitting : I do not 
care^ however, if I become your debtor lor twenty 
pieces.' 

Sir Charles, You do me a pleafure, madam, in 
accepting any part of the oiFer 1 made you; — there 
is the trifle you mention ; if you want more, I beg 
you will command it. 

. Ifmena. No, fir, I am determined to play no far- 
ther than this ; I am much obliged to you for the 
favour, and will return it to* morrow morning. 

Sir Charles. There is no occafion, madam ; I 
have bufinefs your way to-morrow morning, and 
if you permit me that honour, will wait on you 
about twelve. 

Ifmena. You may depend, fir, on my being at 
home. 

Clarinda, who had not opened her mouth all this 
time, no fooner faw her &ir /riend receive the 
money^ than Ihe laid her band on hers, and with a 

gay 
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gay air, faid to her : < Now,, my dear, I am readjr 

* for you, if you pleafe, and willing to venture a» 
^ muciv with you, as yoa have borrowed of Sir 

* Charles/ To this Ifmena replied, with more 
ferioufnefs than fhe was wont to put on : < No, 
^ madam, I have been very unlucky here, and am 

* refolved to change hands ; I fee Lady Lonemore 
^ has given out at the whift table yonder, I'll go- 
^ and take her place/ 

With thefe words flie rofe haftily from her feat, 
and did as ihe had faid : Sir Charies followed her to 
the other table, and ftood behind her chair till he 
iaw her win more than the fum he had lent her. On 
the company's breaking up, ihe lookedi round the 
room for Sir Charles, ip order, as I fuppofe, to re- 
turn the money to him f but if fhe had any fucb 
defign, he had taken care to prevent it, by leavings 
the place before fhe had done playing. This a£lioir 
of Sir Charles^ joined to fome amorous glances I had 
perceived him to regard her with^ made me fuf- 
pe£l he had fome farther view than mere complai- 
fance in what he had done ; but as he was generally/ 
accoimted a mahr of honour, and fhe. had an un« 
blemifbed chara&r, I fufpended my judgment till 
X fhould fee the event of the vifit fhe promifed to< 
receive from him the next morning. 

After I had quitted this fcene of gay confufion,, 
as Mr AdJifoQ elegantly exprefles it, and had time* 
to ruminate on the tranfa^lions that evening had 
prefented me with, Sir Charles and Ifmena ran very 
much in my head, but did not fo totally engrofs my 
attention, as to make me negligent to ail others :-^ . 
I had heard feveral of the aflbmbly fay to each other »^ 
that Mifs Allmode was a moil beautiful young crea- 
ture, and would certainly be the reigning toaflof 
the town, if not fpoiled by the afFedion of her mo- 
tfacrj; and tbis^diflia&dffcription^gave me a cu- 

riofityr 
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f lofity to fee the- girU and in what manner her feli^ 
fufficient ladyflup behaved towards her. Accor- 
dingly I laid dowa a plan for my progreffion the 
next mornings which was this : -— to go to Ladyc 
AUmode's early, and ftom thence to Ifmena at the 
time Sir Charles had appointed.*— I then began to 
remember that the night was far advanced, fo went 
to bed» as it is probable ibme of my readers mxf 
find it necei&ury to do at that time 

€><XXXX><XXXXX>p<XXXX>C><>^ 
c B A p. vr. 

C§Hiains Jiub Things- afarena$ iften t$ h' mrt witbr 
ndtber in the oh4 nor the ptber Sex ; yet are^ or at 
leaft eugbt to bey equalfy interefiing to botih 

IR O S £ next morning more early than I had 
been accuftomed to do, in order to prepare for 
my two vifits ; but in fpite of all the expedition I 
could pradife, I found myfelf obliged to poftpone 
either the oire or the other till another day. Sa 
much time was elapied, firft in tranfcribing what 
I had feen at Lady Playfield's, and then in getting, 
the dialogues engraved on my Tablets expunged 
by the pure fingers of my yet unpolluted virgin^ 
that, when all was ready,, the clock wanted but few 
minutes of twelve. I hefitated not whether I fhould 
go to Lady Allmodc's or to Ifmena j for, beine pre- 
pof&fled in favour of the latter, 1 went thither ia 
a lucky time. — Sir Charles Fairlovc was juft flep- 
ping out of his chair; — I followed him up flairs,, 
and Ifmena received him with great gaiety, accom- 
panied with an equal air of modefty: — as foon as 
they were feated, fhe faid to him : 

Ifmena. Your money was very fortunate. Sir 
Charles ; I did not lofe one guinea after I became 
your borrower, 
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Sir Charles, Madam, I congratulate my felf for 
being fo happy to ferve you, thb'on To infignificant 
an occafion*5-^ but (houIcJ be better pleafed to have 
it in my power to do fo in much greater thi:igs. 

Ifmna, I doubt not of your generofity, and if 
ever I am reduced to the fame exigence again, it \% 
likely, may hav^e recburle to the fame hand ; in the 
mean time, Sir Charles, Met me return' the favour 
you have already conferred upon itie. 

^ir Charles, This trifle, madam, is neither v^rorth 
your returning nor my receiving, nof (hould 1 have 
ever thought on it, if I had .not given you credit on 
an infinftely more? v^uable accouftt. 

Jfmena, Credit! as how. Sir Charles ? 

Sir Charles. Yes, madam, a debt I am too im- 
patient to .wait long for the payment of, and am 
come to claim. 

IJmena. You rally well. Sir Charles ; but as I 
cannot comprehend the purport^ am not prepared 
to give an anfwer. 

Sir Claries, No, i'faith, madam, you will firid 
me extremely ferious j fure, yoii cannot be fo 
ftrangely forgetful as not to recollect what you loft 
to me laft night at play ? 

Ifmena. I loft nothing but what I paid, Sir 
Charles. 

Sir Charles. Nothing, madam ? 

Ifmena. No, upon my honour. 

Sir Charles, You have named the very thing,,— 
your honour, madam i —-when a hdy ventures her 
honour at a gaming-table, and iis fo unlucky to 
lofe, fhe muft expert to pay the forfeit. 

Ifmena, What do yoH mean, Sir Charles ? 

Sir Charles, My meaning needs no explanation,, 
madam 5 — you loft your honour to me, and I now 
dftnland the immediate po{&flion 6f what T fairly 
won. 

Ifmena. Ridiculous! 

STir 
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Sir CbarUs. Madam, the contempt you treat 
my pretentions with will not take away the validity 
of them; what was once your honour is now no 
longer fo, but mine, and at my difpofal ; and you 
would not, fure, go about to defraud meof the goods 
that fortune has beftowed upon me ? 

With thefe words he threw his arms about her 
waift, with a freedom which (hewed he indeed 
looked upon her as his own : {he feemed a little 
alarmed at this a<Sion, and ftarting from him, en- 
deavoured to repulfe the temerity he was guilty of^ 
by faying to him: 

Ifmena. Forbear 5 this fooling is ofFenfive. 
. ^ir Charles. Madam, this coynefs is trifling ; I 
am furprifed you will oblige me to havQ recourfe 
to force for what is fo much my due, and I (hould 
fet a higher value upon, if chearfully refigned. 

He then catched hold of her a fecond time, and 
made an offer to bear her into another room ; — the 
grafp he had taken of her was not fo ftrenuous,. 
however, but that fhe eafily difengtged herfelf; 
and) having done fo, cried out, with a voice and 
air full of the extremeft difdain, * 

Ifmena. *T\\\ this adion, I fcarce could think 
you were in earneft : — Bafe, prefuming man, how 
dare you entertain thoughts fo unworthy of me? 

Sir Charles. How dare you, madam, hazard on 
the chance of a game at cards what feems fo prc-^. 
cious to you ? 

. Ifmena. Oh, defpicable ! — to turn that into a 
matter of ferioufnefs which was only meant in jcft I 

Sir Charles. We men, madam, take all the ad- 
vantages we can when we play with a fine woman ; 
and you may be afllired, I (hall not eafily be pre- 
vailed upon to relinquifh thofe I* have gained over 
you.. 

Ifmena. The vain idea will little avail your vile 
purpofe. 

Sir 
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Sir Charles. You may be miftaken, madam j 
thelawsof W^ftminfter-Hall, indeed, will fcarcclj 
take any cognizance of an affair of this nature ; but 
thofe laws by which the poHte world are governed, 
I mean the laws of gaming, will infallibly give it 
on my fide : — that pride of your's will be humbled^ 
when you fee your ftake of honour become the 
public jeft, and all. that pafled between us the fub* 
jcft of a news-paper^ 

IJmena. I am confounded ! — you cannot cer- 
tainly be the monfter you appear ! 

Sir Charles. I would not wifhyouy madam^ to 
put me to the proofs 

J^mena. Oh, Heavens ! — tO' wfcat has one un- 
guarded word expofed me f 

^he could not utter th^'s exclamation without 
letting fall fome tears, which I perceived had a 
great efFefl: on Sir Charles, by the change it oeca- 
noned in bis countenance^ he aiFeded, however, 
to take no notice of it,, and, refumkig his former 
boldnefs, went on: 

Sir Charles. You fee, madam, how it is ; you- 
are entirely \ti my power; and if 1 cannot have my 
agreement, I wiU have my revenge, or at leaft an 
equivalent for botb. 

Ifmena. What equivalent ! 

Sir Charles^ You muft redeem your forfeited 
honour by a fum of rnoney. 

Ifmena, Name it then. 

Sir Qiorles. Let me conikler, madam r-«-a wo- 
man's^ honour, as times now are, and beauty ren-- 
ders itfelf fo cheap, will bear but a low price at 
the market > but as you are well-born^ well ac* 
complifh'd,. are extremely handfome, and have 
more pcrfe6lion» than moU) of your fex- can boaft 
of, I think five hundred pounds is the leaft I can. 
demand, 

Ifmena. You iball have it, fir. 

With. 
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With this fhe ran haftily to a little cabinet that 
ftood in the room, and having taken from thence 
what fhe wanted,^ turn'd again to the table, faying^ 

Ifmena. Thofe two Bank-bills,, fir, contain the 
fum you mention;-^ take them, and eafe mc of 
your prefcnce. 

Sir CburUu I mud firft examine, madam, if 
they are genuine : yes, they are right ; and now» 
methinks, 'tis pity to rob you of fo much moneys 
five hundred pounds will purchafe five hundred 
pretty trinkets, and I cannot receive it without 
feeling fome concern « 

Ifmtnm. Oh, you need be under no concern on 
that fcore^ — were it five times the fum, I would 
gladly give it to be rid for ever both of you and 
your impudent demand. 

Sir Charles. Yet, in fpite of all this feverity, I 
fhall willingly refiore thefe bills, on one condition. 

Ifnuna- Sir, I fhall make no conditions with 
you ; therefore be gone and leave me. 

Sir Charles. Not, 'till you have heard mc, mai* 
dam : — the condition I would flipulate is only this» 
that you will make a folemn promife never to play 
again, except for mere diverfion, with fome fele^ 
friends who you are certain will take no ungene- 
rous advantage of you*. 

Ijnuna^ 1 here is little occafion for me to bind 
myfelf by a promife to avoid a thing which has al- 
ready proved fo mifchievous j the infults I have 
received from you will make me deteft the fight of 
cards, and fly the fociety of all who purfue that 
dangerous amufement. 

Sir Charles. It is enough ; my ends- are an- 
fwered; and thus, on my knees,, let me reftore 
vour bills, and with them a heart which has long 
been devoted to you, and never harbour'd a wifh. 
to jour difhonour^ 

Nevec 
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Never had I known greater anxiety for any 
thing not relating to myfelf, or my particular 
friends, than I did for the iffue of this converfa- 
tion 5 ■ I had been extremely fcandalized at 
fomfe part of Sir Charles's behaviour ; yet, by many 
indications could not fet him down' in my mind 
for the mercenary villain he' affe£ted to be ; and 
was now as much rejoiced to fee a likelihood of 
not having been deceived in my conjedures in his 
favour, as the reader will prefently be convinced^ 
Ifniena, being toomiich amazed at this fudden turn 
to make an immediate reply, he went on thus,— 
ft ill kneeling : 

Sir Charles, Oh, Ifmcna! forgive the feeming 
brutality I have been*guilty of 5 1 counterfeited the 
libertine, the villain, only to (hew you there was 
a poiEbility for you to have met with fuch a one 
in reality 3 and afTumed the mofi: odious character,, 
in order to render your's more truly amiable : the 
tender paflion you infpired me with has made me 
keep a watchful eye over all your adtions ; — I 
found you perfe^ in every thing except a toa 
great readinefs to fcllow the example of others in 
the deftrucSive love df play ;— I know the danger* 
to which your fex are expofed by it, and that thecc 
were many fnares fpread for your innocence in par* 
ticular 5 by this means even laft night there were 
fome in tompahy who wanted but the fame oppor- 
tunity I had to behave as I have done, though with 
far different views. Oh ! pardon, therefore, the 
only rtratagem I could think of toclear your mind 
of a propenfity which might in time have fullied 
all its brightnefs. 

I/mem. Rife, Sir Charles j the, diverfity, I 
might fay, indeed, the perplexitv of my thoughts 
hindered me, 'till now^ from observing the pofture 
you were in ; pray be feated, fir. —If I may give 
credit to your words, I am infinitely obliged to you 

for 
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for the care you took of my reputation, when you 
faw it totally neglcded by myl'elf. 

Sir Charles. No, madam, fay not fo ; — I dare 
believe you have never failed in a due regard for 
reputation, and am certain that the breath of flan- 
der has never prefumed to blalt it ; and I could not 
mean to reproach you for any thins that has been, 
but to warn you againft what might be : — an im- 
moderate inclination for gaming, in your fcx, I take 
to be the fame as. an immoderate inclination to 
drinking is in ours; both are equally intoxicating 
and deitru6l:ive to right reafon ; tliey niake the 
brain grow giddy, incapable of reflection, or any 
other purfuit than, the darling folly, and they run 
headlong on, invelop'd in a mift of errors, where 
fortune, fame, and peace of mind are fometimes 
irrecoverably loft, 

Ifmena. Oh, Sir Charles, you have opened my 
eyes to fee wnat my inadvert^cy might one day 
have plunged me in. 

Sir Charles. I know very well, madam, you 
wanted only to be reminded of the danger to en- 
able you to avoid it ; the manner in which I 

have done fo may have, peihaps, appeared too prc- 
fumingi but I fear'd more gentle methods might 
not have had the efFeft. 

Ifmena. Make no [apologies. Sir Charles; — I 
am now convinced you meant me well, and I 
thank you for it. 

Sir Charles. If you accept' it as a proof of 
friendfhip, it may in time engage you to believe 
that a fincere khd tender friendmip in a perfon of 
my fex to one of yours deferves a fofter name, and 
call it love, 

Ifmena, We will not cavil about names, but I 
muft acknowledge. Sir Charles, by what motive 
foever you have been aduated, the benefit is 
mine. 

Sir 
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Sir Charles. How blefs'd am I in this confeffion i 
But, charming Ifmena, may I not be permitted t6 
vrait on you fometimes, and have leave to hope the 
fervices I fhall hereafter pay will not be rejeded. 

Ifmena. I flatter myfelf with being able to re- 
gulate my future condudl: fo as not to give you oc- 
cafion to offer any of that frightful fort you h^vedone 
this morning; and if I Ihould relapfe into my for- 
mer errors, could neither exped nor deferve yoa 
W)uld take the fame trouble for my reformation. ' 

She fpoke thefe words with fo obliging a fmile, 
that Sir Charles could not forbear teftifying the 
tranfport he was in by imprinting feveral paffionate 
krfTes on one of her hands ; after which, looking 
on her with an equal mixture of tendernefs and 
rcfped, he faid. 

Sir Charles, Incomparable Ifmena ! howimpoflible 
is it for me to exprefs either what you deferve, or 
what I feel in a full fenfibility of your perfediions ! 

Ifmena, I defire you will not go about to exprefs 
cither the one or the other; — the only merit i can 
boafl of is in being fo early convinced of my faulty 
and that I am fo is wholly owing to yourfelf ; — 
for I confefs to you. Sir Charles, that though it is 
but lately I have begun to like play at all, yet by 
converfing with thofe who feem to have no other 
way of pafling their time, it grcw> by very fwift 
degrees more pleafmg to me ; and I believe that It 
would, in time, have become fo habitual to mef, 
that I fliould have expeded the hour of fitting down 
to cards as naturally as that of fitting down to din- 
ner; — but in the mirror you have prtfented to me, 
I now fee, that to indulge this amufement to ah 
excefs, is not only a folly below the dignity of a 
thinking mind, but alfo a kind of Scylla or Caryb- 
dis, formed by ourfelves in the ocean of life, as if 
on purpofe to wreck, our fortunes, honour, repu- 
tation, and ^\cry thing that is dear. 

Sir 
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Sir Charles* Oh, madam ! every word you 
fpeak on this occafion thrills me to the very foul ; 
1 am charm'd, I am raviih'd to find in you fuch 
folid reafon, fuch an amazing quickneis of appre« 
heniion. 

Ifmena. You are relapfing into the panegyric 
ftrain ; but I will hear no more of it :— -you muft 

five me leave to play the monitor ia my turn, -— 
have been your convert, and you muft now be 
mine ; — remember. Sir Charles, that to liften to 
the tongue of flattery is no lefs pernicious than the 
folly you have taught me to be afham'd of. 

Sir Charles, 1 grant it, madam; but the juft 
praifes of real virtue cannot caufe a bluih either in 
the face of the giver or the receiver. 

Ifnuna. Well, I find you will have the better 
of the argument, whether the tenet you take upon 
you to maintain be right or wrong ; therefore, to 
put an end to it. What think you of a turn or 
two in the Mall this morning ? 

Sir Charles. Madam, I mall be happy to at- 
tend you any where. 

She then called for her capuchin and little muff, 
which being immediately brought, Sir Charles gave 
her his hand to lead her down flairs, and I retired 
to my apartment. 

I had met with nothing a great while that gave 
me a more fenfible fatisfa£tion than to find a lady, 
in all the pride of blooming youth, beautiful, gay, 
and furrounded with a crowd of flatterers, bear 
with fo much chearfulnefs the conviction of her 
error, and teftify fo much gratitude to the perfon 
to whom fhe was indebted for her reformation. 
The rough method he had tajcen for this purpofe, 
was fo far from raifing any refentment in her, after 
once knowing the motive, that fh^ look'd upon 
him as her beft friend, efteemed^ and loved him for 

it; 



48 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 

it; — confeious that it requued no lefs than fuch a 
proceeding to roufe her from that thoughtleflhcfs 
which alone could have made her fall into an error, 
the danger of which ibe might otherwife have too 
late perceived. 

I thought I had difcovered fomething in tbefe 
two accomplifhed perfons, that feemed to me as if 
Heaven had ordained them for each other, and I 
foon found I had not been miftaken j — they are 
now married with the higheft approbation of all 
friends on both fides ; and, in the opinion of as 
many as have the pleafure of their acquaintance^ 
bid fair to be one of the happieft pairs that ever 
entered into Hymen's bands, 

CHAP. VII. 

The Author has been in fome Debate within himfelfj 
whether he Jhould infert or ncty as he is confeious it 
will be little relijhed by the fajlnonable genteel Part^ of 
his Readers. 

THERE is fomething very unaccountable in 
an over- curious difpofition ; — it makes us 
eager, impatient, anxious, indefatigable in prying 
into things which promife us not the leaft pleafure 
in tiie difcovery of when known : — a reader who 
has not t4iis propenfity in his nature will doubt- 
lefs think, by what I faid of Lady Allmode in the 
fifth Chapter, that I had already feen enough of her 
behaviour to keep me from being defirous of feeing 
more. But as every one is willing to find fomfe 
cxcufe or other, ev^n for the fillieft things he can 
be guilty of, fo I thought, that in being a fpec- 
tator of Lady Allmode*s condu6l in her own fa- 
mily, and the manner in which (he trained 
up her daughter, fomething might prefent 

itfelf 
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itfelf to me that would moce thao cooipenfate for 
the time I {houki expend in going to Ker houfe. 

Accordingly I went^ and gain'd an eafy acccft^ 
the door happening to be open juft as I reach'd it, ta 
let out a footman in a grey iivecy, who had come to 
deliver fome meflage; but was a good deal bewil* 
<iered pa my entrance, as I had n^ver been in the 
houie before, and was entirely uii40(}U^iiited with 
the fituation of any of the rooms : tne meafure of 
time is always doubled wbep we w^it for an event 
with impatience;— I remaio'd not l^uig, howeveri^ 
ia this dilemma ; a fervant running haftily up the 
back flairs, with fome drinking glaiTes on a illver 
waiter in his hand, I followed him into a room 
where a woman, who by her appearance I guefs'd 
was her lady£t^ip's Abigail, received from him what 
hp had brought, and carried it into an inner cham- 
ber; the door of which fhe fbut after her, but not 
fo fuddenly as to prevent my entering with her. 

H^re I found lady Allmode ; but had Oie appear*d 
to me in any other place, fhould never have known 
her for the time I had feen at lady Playlieid's route;, 
,^7rfo vaft a difference is it in the power of art fome- 
times to make. At the time of my coming in {he 
was under the operation of having her eyebrows 
(haped with a fm^ll pair of pincers, oy one of thoic 
perfohs who go by the name of Tyre-women ; 
but, in my opinion, ou^ht rather to be caliM face- 
^isnderSf (ince their buhnefs is not fo much to or- 
nament the head as to re£lify the defeds of the fea- 
tures. The important work being over, lady All- 
mode turn'd to sl magnifier that ftood upon her 
toylet, to fee if all was right; and having looked 
into it, cried out haflily^ 

Lai^. Oh, Mrs. Prim, furc your eyes are in 
eclipie to-day ! you have left no lefs than three ex- 
uberant hairs on my right brow, and I think arch'd 
it fomewhat higher than the other. 

Vol. 11. D Mrs. 
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Mrs. Prim, I beg pardon of your Iady0iip» but 
:I will prefcntly remedy that error. — On this the 
artift employed her little inflrument for a fecond 
eflay ; after' which lady AUoiode locked in the glais 
again, and (aid^ 

Lady. It is very^dl nowj but I look wretch- 
edly to-day, and ft is no wonder: What do you 
.think, Mrs. Prim^ that carelefs oaf there put me 
to-bed laft night without my Spermaceti maflc 

Mrs. Prim. That was a great omiflioi^, indeed, 
madam ; but your lady muft forgive it, Mrs. 
Pinup does not ufe to neglcft.thefe things. 
■ Pinup* I am very forry for it, Mrs. Prim; but 
it was fo late when .her J ady (hip went .to-bed j and 
her ladyihip was fo fleepy — 

Lady, ^nd your fbollhip fo fleepy too, I fup- 
pofe. But that is not all, Mrs. Prim; the crea- 
fure threw it into fome corner or other where 
Veni got at it, andrthis morning it wasfoupd half 
devoured. - 

Pinup. Yout ladyflbip knows Ibave almofl: cried 
my eyes out about it, and that I ofFer'd to befpeak 
another, and pay for' it out of my own pocket. 

L^dy. Pay for it ! ideot. — But tell me, creature, 
wjiat atonement can'ft thou ever make for thefe de- 
predations on my countenance? Here 1 fhall lofe a 
whole day; for *tis impoiEWe I can think of ap- 
pearing in public. 

A'frs. Prim. I dare anfwer for Mrs. Pinup, that 
Ihe will never be guilty of the like fault again; 
therefore I bejg your ladyfhip will forgive her. 

La^, Jfes, yes— ^I have forgiven her, and I do 
forgive her ; but flie muft expedl to be told of it 
fometimes: if fhe had lived with foroc ladies, they 
would have turn'd her out of doors that inftant ; — 
mats toujours Us douceurs du caeur lay an embargo 
en my indignation* 

Pinup. Your ladyihip is all goodnefs 



THE INVISIBLE SPY. 5:1 

l,adj. Well, well, fay no more about it:— I 
am forry I ftruck you ; but take theDrefden fuit I 
had on yederday, and let me fee you in it. 

Pinup. I humbly thank your lady{bip« 

Lad^. Say no more of it. Oh, mon Dleu / I 
tegin to feel the efFedls of my difconcertion \ — 
every m^nbrane throiigh my whole frame has a puU 
fation in it ; — give me fomething to take this in- 
ftant, or I ihall faint* But as to the Speima-Ceti 
ma(k, is it not poffible for you to get one ready for 
me before I fleep, elfe my face wrll be a perfed nut* 
meg-grater by to-morrow morning i 

Mrs. Prim. Oh, your ladyihip need be under 
no apprehenfions on that fcore ; I always keep feve- 
<ral; they want only fprinkiing with a little orange^ 
flower water, «y take off the fcent : — I will fend 
your ladyihip one this -afternoon. Has your lady« 
ihip any farther commands ? 

Ladj. Yes, you may fenJ me a box of red for 
•my cheeks ; but do not let it be quite fo high-co- 
iour'd as the laft. 

Mrs. Prim. I feall take care to mix it fo as to 
l^leafe.your ladyfhip. In fpeaking this, ihe made 
her exit with abundance of low curtiies. 

Pinup was returning to her lady's chamber, but 
•met her Jud coming out, in order to pafs into an- 
•other room >: on feeing her (he faid to her. 

Lady, I think this girl takes along timeindrefling^ 
go and fee if ihe is ready, and bid her come to me. 

Finding now that there was fome probability of 
my feeing the young lady, which had been, indeed, 
the chief motive of my going thither, I attended 
lady AUmode where ihe went, and placed myfclf in 
one corner of the room ; where I did not wait above 
three or fou^^ minutes before Pinup, who had gone 
immediately on her errand, return'd, leading Mifi( 
AUmode. She Jeem'd to be about fourteen yean 
of age ; her facq was extiemely jpretty, and T 
U 2 beiieijic 
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befieve nature htd given her a fhape no lefs excel- 
lent, if it had not been deformM by her ftay-^tttdcer. 
On her approach, lady AHrnode took her by the 
srm, turn'd her round feveral times, andexamin'd 
Ker whole dreft from head to foot; after whichj 
tooking very well pleasM, fhe faid, 

Liiify. Ay, mifs, now you took like what you 
arc : — I proteft, I fcarce knew you for my own 
child in the obfolete condition you came from the 
country. —- Are you not highly delighted with 
yotirfelf? 

JkH/s. No, indeed, madam; I think fince *tis 
tlie ralhion to have one^s cloath5 made in this man- 
ner, there ought to be as many chimnies in a roooi 
as there are chairs. 

• La(h. Sure, mifs, you are not cold ? 

Mijs. It would be very ftrange, madam, if I 
were not, when my (lays are fo contrived that the 
air corties down* to the very bottom of my back, 
and below the pit of my ftomach ; and my petti- 
coats fo fliort that I am every minute fancying I 
have tucked them up in orJfer to have my legs and 
ftct wafli'd : -^-then as to my ears, I d6 declare I 
feel the wi«d blow from the one to the other, and 
pierce into my very brain. 

Ladf. Oh, fye, mifs; this being in the country 
has fpoiled you : — whatever is the fafhion is never 
either too cold or too hot. 

• Mi/s. I muft beg your ladyfliip's pardon ; for I 
afti certain this Fafhion is a great deal too much of 
\j(^l\i . ^ the tightnefs of my fleeves, the toad of 
flounces at my elbow, and the huge femi-circles, as 
ht'uty as panniers, hanging on each hip, make fome 
p^r s of me fweat while all the reft are freezing* 

■ Ladj. Oh hideous ! — frightful ! —Sweat ! — 
wh^t a word is there from the mouth of a fine 
yot ng lady ! Whenever you haveoccafion to com- 
^ U n of too much warmth, you fliould always fay, 

I per- 
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I perfpire ; — but I am furpr ifed you ihould not be 
charmed with (o becooaing a dreis. 

Adi/s. I feel uneafy, and quite unconofoftablf^ 
madam* 

Lady. A little -uk will reconcile you to it. -^ 
Without vanity, mifs, you are exceeding handf 
feme ; and now I have made you fit to appear in 
public, the praifes that will be given you, and the 
£ne things isLid to you, will raife fuch a gaietS du 
cceur^ as wiJl maJ^e you forget all that you call un* 
comfortable. 

Mifs. I ihould be glad, madam, if any thing 
would do that. 

Lady. You muft learn to know yourfelf, mifs; 
look in the^lafs; you have iineeyes, a very lovely 
mouthy a well-turned face, a delicate complexion, 
good hair ^4n fine, you are a complete beauty : — but 
what is beauty wi^ut the pofieflbr underftands how 
to manage it to advantage ? a milk-maid may be a 
beauty, and no one lake any notice of her \ — you 
muft pra&tce the art of difplaying every charm, ani 
rendering yourfelf confpicuous* 

Mifs. Indeed, madmi^ I am qiiite igaoranl of 
thefe, thills. 

Lady, f-perceiir^ you ar«, xn\t%i but that is hot 
your fault : nny formal aunt has never rgiven yo» 
any in{lru(Siions in this point, I fuppofe; — a fc^r 
leuons, however, will foon put you in the way to 
make the moft of what nature has beftow'd upon 
you. — In the firft f>)ace, mifs, you muft be fure to 
thruft out your chin as far as you are able; — when 
you come into a room, always let your chin be the 
lirft thing feen of you, as if it were the harbinger 
of the reft of your perfon.— : — Secondly, you muft 
never keep your two hands together, in that ftifF 
country manner you now do, for above the fpace 
of a moment; but throw fometimes the one anS 
fometimes the other carelefly back^ and iean.it 
D 3 on 
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mn your hip ; but when you are fpcaking, be fure 
you employ both in geftures that may enforce at- 
tention to what you. fay. Then, as for your eyes,, 
mifs, — you muit always keep them broad open,, 
and be fure to have the Jaft look of every one that 
takes notice of you. 

MIfs. Does your ladyfhip mean the men as well 
as the women? 

Lady. Undoubtedly, — the men to chufe; a po- 
lite woman, and who is faihton ably genteel, is nevec 
alhamed of any thing that flie either fees or hears. 

Her Jadyfhip was going on with fome farther di- 
re£tions concerning the management of the eyes,, 
when (he was interrupted by a footman, who came 
to acquaint her, that a perfon, who called bimfelf 
Moniieur Le Petit Solee had brought her ladyfhip. 
a dozen pair of French (hoes ;— on which fee cried 
out in a kind of tranfport, * Oh, bring him up f 

• bring him up this minute ! — I haVe been involv- 

* ed in the utmoft diflrefs : — I have had nothing 

• but odious Englife feoes upon my feet for a whole 

* week paft.' 

V As I was now heartiJ^y weary of my fituatioA« and 
had no curiofity to fee cither Monfieur Lc Petit 
Solee or his French feoes, I took the opportunity 
of the door being open, and left this fcene of folly 
and afFeftation, regretting the time I had throw» 
away in being there. 

CHAP. VI«. 

Wherein the Fower of Beauty^ when accompanied whk 
Virtue^ is difplayedy in a very rematkakU as well as 
offering Occurrence. ^ 

VANITY, though placed rather among the 
follies than the vices of human nature, is* 

yet. 
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ycrfomctimes prodiwaive of the very worft we can 
be guilty of ^ and the leaft mifchief it does when 
indulged to an excefs^ is to render the per fan pof- 
ftiled of it obftinate, proud, impatient of contra- 
di6lion> deaf to reproof, full of imaginary merit, 
and apt to* defpife what is truly fo in another. 
This weaknefs, to give it no worfe a name, is ge- 
aerally afcribcd to the fofter fex, who being from 
their very childhood accuftomed to flattery and 
praife, are too ready to believe they are in reality 
the angels and goddefles they are told they are ; 
but in my opinion, it is doing great injuftice to 
the ladies, to fay they are the only culpable, fmcc 
we often find men, who, without having the fame 
excufe^ are no lefs liable to fall into the Utnc error. 

Mutantius is one of the moft graceful and moft 
accompliihed gentlemen of the prefent age : he has 
learrving^ wit, honour, generofity, and good-nature : 
in a word, he is fuch as might give him a jud title 
to univerfal admiration, were be but a little lefs 
confcious of deferving it; To render his fine qua- 
lities yet more confpicuous, he had the advantages 
of being defcended from a very ancient family, and 
in poffeiEon of an ample fortune. He had not 
long been pf age, before feveral cbnfiderable 
matches were propofed to him ; all the men of his 
acquaintance, who had fifters or daughters, courted 
his alliance: wherever he appeared, the ladies p^t 
on their beft looks y and not a few there were wha 
could help betraying by their eyes the fecret lan- 
guifhment of their hearts.^ 

Having his choice of fo many, was probably the 
caufe that for a long time hindered him from at- 
taching himfelf to any particular objeflj — he was 
polite and gallant to all, — but made a ferious ad- 
drefs to none : — he would pay his morning de- 
voirs to one, walk in the Mall with another, 

D 4 diilt^' 
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dine with a third, drink tea with a fourth, attend 
a fifth to the play, or fome other public entertain- 
ment : in (hort, he divided his refpefts fo e^qually 
to eachj that no one had reafon eirher to exult on 
the power of her own charms, or dread thofe of her 
competitors. The little deity of fofc defires would 
not, however, fuffer a man fo formed for love to 
remain always among the number of infenfibles ; 
• — at length a glance Ihot from Ariftella's eyes was 
a dart that reached his very foul : all the different 
graces he had feen in other beauties feemed now to 
him to be fummed up in her. 

Ariftella was, indeed, very lovely, and had been 
-well educated : but her father, by gaming, and 
other extravagancies, had reduced his eftate fo 
low, that when divided between four daoghtefs, 
which he left at his deceafe, the income w^s fcarce 
fufficient to buy them cloaths according to their 
birth ; two of them, however, were niarried to 
tradefmen of good repute in the city, and a third 
to a eentleman of a fmall eftate in the country. 
Arifieua, who was the youngeft, and the only one 
unprovided for, lived fometimes with one, and 
fometimes with another of the fitters, ahd, by this 
iifieans, having fe^ expences befides ner drefs, was 
enabled to appear in as genteel a i!nanner as any 
woman of a moderate fortune couM do. 

It was at the houfc of one olf her brothers-in- 
law, who was a linen-draper, and ferved Mu- 
tantius with Hollands and cambricks, that he fli-ft 
beheld her ; i— happening to call there when the 
inafier was abroad, he was defired to Walk into the 
jparlour till His return : — Ariftella was at work with 
ner fifter when he came in ; but the latter know- 
ing he was a good cuftoitier, threw afidc what 
fhe was about, and received him with a great 
deal of politenefd ; ** her bufband not coming 

home 



THE INVISIBLE S P F. 57 

home fo foon ts he was expeded, flic made tea. 
Mutanttus readily accepted the iitde regale flie pre* 
Tented to him, as it gave him the opportunity of 
feafting his eyes on her fair filier:— on their enter- 
ing into converfation, the tongue of Ariftelia l6A 
her nothing of what her eyes had gained ; and ta 
her beauty had in an inftant captivated his heaft, 
fo her wit riveted the chain^ ami made the co^ 
queft fure. 

The tradefman at laft returning, Mutarrtiul, 
after having agreed for fome things he wanted in 
the ihop, and ordered them to be fent home, took 
an unwilling leave ; but carried with him an idei 
which had afterwards more influence than he at 
firft imagined. Love in its beginning plays wan« 
tonly about the heart, tickling it with flatterin-r 
images ; but having once got full pofieffion there, 
Yuks with tyrannic fway, and bears down all be- 
fore it. Mutaiitius indulged the pleafmg con tern- 
phtion of Ariftella's beauty 'till he was no longer 
abie to live without feeing her, and,, for this^ur^ 
pofe, went i^ia to the iinen-draper's, pretend- 
ing there were fome things he had forgot to be- 
tfcak when he was there before. Aiter having 
)K>iight thofe thiags which the feeming want of 
had giveft him an excu& for going thither fo foon 
agaisi, and fome previous difcourfe on ordinary 
jnaUers, he told the draper that he fliould be glad 
to have his wife's advice concerning the trimming 
of fome fhirts which were then making for him t 
■ » « to this the other replied, that his. wife would 
think herfelf honoured in; doing him any fervice, 
hut that ihe was at that time uofortuoately abroad 

Mutaotius was not forry to hear flie was out of 

the w;iy, and reforoed briikly, — *' Why then, I 

^ think it will be equal to me if the young lady^ 

*- who was with her when I had the piearure of 

D 5 ^ drintiftg. 
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* drinking tea here, will do me that favour: ffie 

* feemed, I thought, to have good nature enough 

• to grant fuch a requeft.' < You mean my fifter, 

• fir^' cried the draper. — < I think your wife calPd 
*• her fo,' anfwered Mutantius. * Yes, fir,' rejoined 
the former ; < but fhe is gone down to Kent this 

* morning.' — < I thought flie had lived wfth you,' 
/aid Mutantius. — * Not conftantly,iir,' replied 
he; * but fhe has left us now fooner than fhe 
^ would have done, on account of her lifter's 

• lying-in. ' 

it was eafy for a man of fo much wit, and of fo- 
much deflgnas Mutantius now had in his head, to 
get from the honefl unfufpe<aing draper all h« 
wanted to be informed of in relation, to the circum- 
ftances of Ariftella. As the inclinations of this, 
gentleman, vehemently amorous as they were, had 
not at prefent the leafl tendency to marriage with 
the young beauty concerning whofe affairs he had' 
been fo inquifitive, he was farTrom being morti- 
fied^ on hearing fhe had no fortune,, and was in a> 
manner dependant upon herkindned ; nor thought: 
it lefs conducive to the intereft of hispafiion^ that. 
j(he was removed into the country^ where he ima- 
gined he might find a more eafy method of winnings 
her to his defires, than he could have done in town,, 
underjthe eye of a fifter, whom, by the little be hadi 
feen of her, he perceived to be a woman of great 
difcretion. He lofl no time; but the very next 
day, attended by one fcrvant, pofted down to Can*» 
terbury;, within a quarter of amile of vi^ch city 
Ariftella at prefent refided. 

Havings no acquaintance in that part of the 
country, he took up his lodgings in one of the beft 
inns, where, pretending it was mere curigiity to 
fee that ancient city which had brought him thi-^ 
the*, feveral offered to accompany him to thofe 
jlaccs which mofl defer^cdxhe attention of a tra- 
veller. 
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vcller. Among the number of ehefe hofpitablc 
perfonS) was the brother-in-law of Ariftclla: — it 
IS cafy to fuppofe, that Mutantius made ufe of ail 
' the arts he was noafier of, to infmuate himfelf into 
,the good graces of a perfon whofe acquaintance 
was fo neceffary to his defign i and indeed, had not 
this accident happened, there feemed ]itt!e probabi- 
lity of his accomplifhing them 3 for Ariftella kept 
fb clofe in the faoufe, that though he had been four 
d^ys at Canterbury, and taken all imaginable pains 
to get a glimpfe of her, he never yet had been fo 
happy. 

Mutantius had fomething in him no Icfs en- 
gaging to the men than enchanting to the women : 
he knows how to fuit himfelf to the humour «/ 
every one he converfes with j it was therefore not 
difficult for him to cultivate a friendfhip with a 
plain country gentleman, who, free from all guile, 
was equally free from all diftruft. — Beechly, for To 
he was called, had no other fault than loving his 
bottle a little too well, which Mutantius perceiv- 
ing, fell in with his foible, and thereby gained his 
whole heart.: 

Thefe twagentlemen drinking togethervery late, 
Mutantius had plied the other fo fa(t with ginfles, 
that he became more than ordinarily intoxicated ; 
our lover obliged him to fufFer himfelf to be at- 
tended home by his footman, and the next morn- 
ing fent a polite melfage to enquire after his health. 
Beechly took this 10 kindly, that he came Imme- 
diately after to the lodgings of Mutantius, to fli^w 
tiiat he was well, and to defire he would do him 
the honour of dining with him that day. * My 

* *wifc,* fays he, ' is in the ftrawj but ihe has a 

* -fi(}er who is at prefent with us, a good fmart 

* well behaved girl, and will receive you in the 
•^ bcit manner ihe is able/ 

D 6 It 
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It is not to be doubted, but that the heart of Mu« 
tantiui fluttered with the moft rapturous fenfatioa 
on hearing himfelf invited to a place where he was 
furc of enjoying the company of her he fo much 
languiihed for, and had taken fuch pains to purfue* 
It is needlefe to fay that he readily accepted fa 
obliging a fuoimons, nor that he prolonged the 
hour of complying with it: he was met by Seechly 
at the gate with all imaginable demonftrations of a 
fmcere welcome, and conducted into the parlour, 
where Ariftella, who foon after entered, was pre- 
fented to him. 

Whatever emotions Mut^ntius might feel in ap- 
proaching to faiute her, they Were yet inferior to 
iers in the firft furprize of feeing him there; — 
le had heard her brother Beechly talk of a fine 
gentleman lately come to Canterbury, and had that 
morning received orders from him to prepare a 
hanJfome dinner for his entertainment; but as fixe 
had not heard him mention the name of his new 
friend, and h^ no curiofity to afk any thing con- 
cerning bim, could little expe<^i: he was the fame 
{he had feeri at her other fitter's in London. She 
had, it feem&, from the firft interview with him, 
been poffeiTed of fentiments in. his favour, which 
if not altogether fo paffionate as thofe (he infpired 
him with, were yet no lefs foft and tender ; but 
confcious of the vaft difparity between their for- 
tunes, fhe had endeavoured to check the growth 
of an inclination, which fhe thought could only 
be deftruftive of her peace. But on this fecond 
and unexpeded meeting him again, the flifled 
wifhes of her foul burft out a-frefhj a fudden flow 
of joy rufhed over her heart, which, joined to the 
furpnze fhe was in, fpread a kind of wild though 
agreeable confufion in her eyes and voice, while 
foe made thofe compliments which civility exa(^ed 
fxoiifk her to a fl ranger. 

^ Mu^ntius, 



THE INVISIBLE SPY. 6t 

Mutantius^ to whofe penetrating eyes the change 
in her countenance was very vifibles looked on i€ 
as a happy prefage of the fuccefs of his defign ; and 
the fecret pleaUire this imagination gave hini^ 
brightened all his air, and added new graces to every 
thing he faid or did ; fo that Ariftella became novir 
quite loft in love and admiration. This day proved, 
indeed, extremely fortunate to Mutantius : dinner 
was no fooner over, than Beechly was called out to 
a perfon who waited to fpeak with him on fome 
bufinefs in another room ^ the lover took this op- 
portunity of declaring his paf&on to his miftrefs^ 
and relating to her the pains he had taken to get a 
fight of her ; and the anfwers ihe made, tho' very 
modeft and difcreet, were fuch as gave him no rea« 
fon to defpair. — Beechly returning, he broke ofF 
their converfation ; he took Mutantius to ihew him 
iiis garden, which, tho' not ornamented with ftatues, 
or any exotic curioiities, was very pretty* Mu- 
tantius was iavifh in his praifes on every thing he 
faw i but above all, his fancy feemed uken with a 
long grafs walk, and a clofe arbour at the ead of 
it. -^ ^ If I had fuch a walk as this in town, faid 
^ he, I fbould never trouble the Mall, Vauxball, 

* nor Ranelaigh/ — ^ Since you cannot carry thi« 
^ with you, replied Beechly^ you ihall be extremely 
^ welcome to make as much ufe of it as you think 

* fit while you flay in this part of the world.' 
Mutantius thanked him -, but faid he was an early 

rifer, and ihould chufe fuch a walk chiefly for the 
fake of meditation in a morning, and that to come 
at fuch hours might give too much trouUe to the 
iervants, — ^ I can eafily remedy that difficulty, 

* fince you make it one, anfwered the other; there 

* is a door that opens behind the arbour into a little 

* fie'd where I keep a cow; — I fcldom have oc- 
^ cafion to make ufe of the key, and it is at your 

* fervice ; -— fo you may come in as early or as 

« latf 
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•^late as you pleafe, without difturbing any of my; 
*■• family, or being diilurbed by them.* 

The lov€rmad€ a thoufand aeknowledgments to* 
him for this favour, and received the key^^hichyv 
in his mindy he looked upon as a fure pafiport to all-\ 
the happinefs he wifhed atprefcnt to enjoy. 

He went the next morning, taking a book in his- 
hand to- prevent fufprcion, in- cafe he fhould be* 
fcen, though there was no great danger of that, as 
Seechly kept but two maids and one man fervant,.,, 
who, it might.^be fuppofed, had too much bufinefs- 
in a morning to- ramble in- the garden j. but he- 
might reafonably hope to meet with AriftelJa, who-' 
having nothing to employ her time, might probably 
amufe fomepart of it in that agreeable place^ It is 
likely, however, he might Jiave been difappointed': 
for many days together, in fortune had not now- 
attended him, as ihe had hitherte done during the^ 
courfe of this adventure. 

Ariftella was^ there indeed before him, in ther 
fiimc walk, and very near the arbour thro' which-. 
he entered ; — ihe had cotne thither to gather- 
cinquefoiifor her filter, the nurfe who attended her 
beingappreheniiveof her falling into a feverifh dif- 
orden 'Tis likely flie was Uttie lefs furprifed oa.. 
feeing him in that place, than- (he had been when . 
iiitroduced to htr by her brother ; but as I was not 
prefent, and have this part of the (lory from the 
report of others, can relate nothing of the parti-, 
culars of their difcourfe, and only fay in general, , 
tiiat hefpared no vows nor proieftations to convince- 
her of his paffion, and that he prevailed on her to- 
setum to him again, after having carried- in the- 
herbs. His entreaties, joined to her own fecret . 
inclinations^ engaged her to fee him the next day ; 
this meeting was fucceedtd by another, ihatby a 
third, and io on for feveral mornrngs together,— 
©very one of them ftill more endearing him to her 

aifcdions 5 
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affe£lions ; but in-Tpite of the pleafure {he took ia* 
his addreflesyihe could not keep berfelf from fome 
doubt of the fuicerity of his pailiony. whenever Ihe 
refleAed on the inequality of their fortunes. One 
day, expreffing heiielf: very -emphatically, on this, 
occaiioii,. he cried out, * Talk not of fortune ; — 

* by Heaven, your heart is all I wifh!* — This he • 
repeated fo often, and fo- tenderly, that ihe at laft <: 
confeflfed it wa^^already his. 

Havingbrought her to this point, he now thought" 
it proper to let her know the real aim of all his . 
courtihip L he began witb^teliing her, that beauty, , 
ilich a& her8,.merited.tobe fet off- with ill i the ad- 
vantages of drefs and grandeur; thatjQie had wafted 
too much, of her youth on a mean- dependance oo- 
her kindred; and concluded with, the offer of a . 
large fettlement, pnotefting to her at the fame time 
that he would never marry any other woman^and 
that ihe ihould live in ever}& thing like hi& wife, qx*- 
eept the name. 

If a dagger had- pierced the gentle breaftnof Ari* 
^ella,. it could not have given her more pain thaa . 
did this cruel declaration : for fome moments ihe 
was unable to make any repl}^ but burib iato a 
flood of tears,, and difcovered all the fymptomsc of 
the moil violent grief:, he endeavoured to calm this 
tempeil in her mind, by all the arts that love and 
wit could inffure;; but all was now in vain:, a vir« 
tuous pride by degrees got the better of her for* 
rows, and ilarting from him,, ihe. c/iedi Q»t, -— 

* Deceitful and ungenerous man ! think not that 

* your ba(e defu*es ftiall triumph over thcLweaknefs . 
**1 haveconfefled for you ; no, 1 will never fee 
*- you more, nor henceforth think of you but with. 
^ horror and detcftation.' 

In fpeaking thefe words, ihe flew out of the ar« 
hour ; rage gave wings to her feet; yet Mutan-r 
tius would certainly have overtaken her, if the 

fight. 
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fight of a man, whom Beechly had employed to 
do fome work in the garden, had not made him 
turn back. He went to his lodgings much difcon- 
certed at this accident; but the ioiowledge he had of 
Ariftella's aite&ion for him kept him from total^ly 
defpairing: — he repaired to the arbour r^xt morn- 
ing, but no Ariftilia appeared^ he went again, but 
had no better fuccetfs -, refolved to fee her if pofix- 
ble, he made a vifit at the houfe, and told Beechly 
in a free manner, that he was come to take a fecond 
dinner with him^ to which he replied with a com^- 
pliment fuitable to the occaiion. 

Mutantiua was again difappointed : Ariftelki 
hearing he was there, fent word to her brother, that 
ihe had a violent tooth-ach, and deiired he would 
cxcufe her from coming down : -— this drove the 
lover almoft to diftraAion ; he went home, wrote 
to her, and made his footman go, as of his own 
accord, to chat with the fervants, and loiter about 
the houfe till be ihould fee Ariftella, anddeliver the 
letter to her. The fellow found means to execute 
his commiffion; Ariftella took the letter on hi» 
preienting it to her, and went up into her cham«- 
her ; but after rcfleding a little, would not truft 
her own heart fo far as to read this dangerous 
cpiftle : fhe therefore put it under a cover, and hmv* 
ing fealed and directed it, came down, and gave it 
the man, faying, * There's my anfwer to your 
« mafter's letter.* 

Never had the vanity of Mutantius met with fo 
fevere a fhock, yet could he not forbear revertng. 
the virtue he attempted to dcflroy : — if before he 
loved, he now adored her ; and the more he con* 
Adered her perfe&ions, the more he found her 
worthy to be his wife; — yet when he thought of 
marriage, the idea of that ftate was irkfome to him :. 
he knew that at preCent he was the idol of the fair, 
but ihould cca& to be fo, if oace be became a huf- 

band: 
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band: -^ he could not bear to lofe his darling ad- 
miration, yet was equally unable to bear life with- 
out the enjoyment of Ariftella. After fome debate 
within himl'elf, his pafEon, however, got the bettei: 
of his vanity, and he refolved to marry Ariltella ^ 
but which way to let her know he meant to do fo» 
feemed as great a difficulty as any he had pafied 
thro' in attempting to feduce her: — he was con- 
vinced ihe would neither fee him nor receive a let- 
ter from him; yet, in fpite of all this, love, fertile 
sn contrivances, put a ftratagem into his head^ 
which had the defired efFeft : — it was this: 

Beechly's new-born fon had not been yet bap- 
tHcd, on account of the mother's having been more 
than ordinarily indifpofed during her lying-in ; — 
be ofirred to be one of the fponfors, which the 
ether gladly accepted, Ariftdla could not now 
avoid his prefence, but behaved with fo much re- 
fcrve, fcarcc ever looking towards him, that a man 
lefs confcious of his own merit might have been 
abaXh'd. After fome time, when moft of the com- 
pany were engaged in converfation, he found an 
opportunity to fay to her, * Madam,' I befeech 

* you will forgive the rafli propofal I prefumed to 

* make you — be affured I have heartily repented 

* of it, and have now no defigns upon you but 

* what are truly honourable:' — to which (he re- 
plied, < Sir, I ihall never believe a man means me 

* well who has once thought fo poorly of me/ 
^ I only beg,' refumed he,' the liberty of entertain- 
"• ihg you once more in private, and if what I have 

* then to fay, does not merit your pardon and favour, 

* 1 fliall leave Canterbury, and perhaps the worlds 

* for ever.' — He could add no more at that time, 
Beechly calling him to pledge him in a bumper to 
the young Chriftian ; but before they parted, he 
found means to enforce what he had laft faid, with 

fo 
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fo moving an air, that fhe confented to fee him tbe- 
next morning. 

The confcq^uencc of this interview was arfull for- 
givencfs for what was paft on the fide of Ariftella^. 
and on that of Mutantius a foJemn vow of ^making-; 
her his wife the moment fhe confented to be fo ;. 
but added, that there were fome circumftances in* 
his affairs which required their marriage fliould be 
kept a fecret for a time: to this laft article (he made* 
no direft anfwer at prefent; but the next day, whea.* 
they met again by appointment, fuffered herfelf to- 
be overcome by his perfuatons, and promifed that 
every thing (hould be as he would have it* It was* 
at laft agreed between them, thathe fhould return 
to London in a few days, and that fhe fhould follow* 
as foon as her fitter's recovery permitted to take her 
leave with decency^ . 

Both thefe lovers were now in a ftate otperfefi. 
contentment, and each of them obferved their promife 
-with the utmoft punfluality; but what afterwards- 
befel them muft be the fufcje<a of another chapter, 

CBAR IX; 
Contains only a Continuaihn of the fame Narrative^ 
begun in the foregoing Chapter y and wilt not he coM'- 
eluded in this, 

MUTANTIUS being apprifedljy a letter from 
Ariftella, of the day fhe fhould come to- 
town, went in his own coach to Greenwich to 
meet her, and conduced her to a very hand fome 
lodging in one of the beft flreets near Bloomfbury*- 
Square, where he had alfo provided fervants to atr - 
tend her.. She was at iirft a little fcrupulous of 
putting herfelf under his proteiStion, 'till the facred • 
ceremony had been performed : — he perceived the 
appiehenfions Ihe was under, and immediately re- 

Itevcd" 
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Icved them by renewing his protcftations, that the 
next morning fhould make his perfon as inviolabl)C- 
hers, as his heart had been* from the Hrft moment 
he beheld her ; and at the fame time (hewed her 3 
ring and licence, which he had already prepared for 
that purpofe. He Tupped with her that evening; 
but when it was over, very rcfpcftfully retired, to 
leave her to that repofe he judged neceflary after 
the fatigue of the journey. 

I come now to that part of the ftory which I 
had an opportunity of being botl^ an eye and ear- 
witnefs of. I was acquainted with the gentlewo- 
man of the houfe where Ariftella was placed, and 
happened to caH there on fome bufinei's the very 
Aext morning afterthat young lady had been brought 
thither.. My friend told me, among other difcourfe,. 
that fhe bad let her lodgings at a very high rent 3. 
but was apprehenfive, the perfon they were for was 
no better tbana kept-woman: on my afking what 
ground fhe had for fuch a fufpicion^ (he replied^, 
Hiat fte- had let diem to- a gentleman of fortune^, 
called Mutantius, for the ufe of a lady whom he 
brought to take pofieffion of them the night before,, 
ind that be; had hired fervants ta wait upon her^ 
who knew, as little oF. the lady as ffae did. She. 
further added, that the lady was young and pretty,, 
and that fhe could not help thinking it a little odd, 
fuch a one fhould be under the care of fo gay a^ 
fpark as Mutantius. 

As 1 was perfe<aiy acqtiainted'with the charafter 
of Mutantiiis, I was of opinion fhe was in the 
right; andadvifedhertofay nothing till fhe faw 
farther into the matter, and not lofe fo beneficial a 
lodger on a bare conJ€<^ure.. She approved of-what 
I faid, and I took my leave,, but not to go home; 
what fhe had told, litled me with a cufiofity to 
difcover fomething more of this affair, fo went no 
ittthen tbaa th« arft; blind aliey^ I found, where i 

put. 
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put on my Invifible Belt, and returned again jufi 
as Mutancius knocked at tbe door,— I entered with 
him, and followed him up flairs. — *- The fight of 
Ari^ella convinced me that the good woman had 
not bren miftaken in the defcription ihe gave me 
of her: — ^ die lovers ran into each other's arois^ 
and Mutantius, looking on her with the greateft 
tendernefs, fpoke thus: 

Mutantius. Now, my deareft Ariftella, I am 
come to put a final end to all your doubts eitfier 
of my love or honour. 

jirifteUa, I am pleafed to think, that the perfect 
confidence I have fhewn in both, gives me fom« 
fort of claim to the proof you are now about to 
give of them, fince 1 muft confefs myielf in every 
other refpcdl fo unworthy of you. 

Mutantius. You are worthy of every things 
but, my dear, you forget that there is another te-^ 
flimony that I expedl from you of the regard you 
have for me. 

Arijiella. Name it, that my ready cohipliance 
may convince you how happy I think myfelf ia 
every opportunity of obliging you. 

Mutantius. It is that you will be content that for. 
fome time our marriage may be kept a fecret.; 

ArUlella. You know I have promifed it. 

mutantius. Yes, in general terms j but y6u bavt 
fiflers who are very dear to you, and tho' I doubt 
not of their difcretion, I cannot think a fecret fafe 
when trufled in fo many hands ; will then your 
Jove for me enable you to endure their reproaches 
for your fuppofed difhonour, rather than reveal 
what is inconvenient for me to be m^de known? 

Jrijiella. The trial is a little fevere, but will noC 
lafl for ever. 

Mutantius. No, my dear; a time will como 
when your innocence (hall be fully cleared, and like 
the fun, ihine brighter after this ibort eclipfe; — 

till 
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£11 then may I depend, that the name of wife and 
hufband ihall be known only l>etween ourfelves i 

Ari/iella. You may. 

Atutantius^ Swear it then. 

Ariftilla. By all that's facred. 

Mutantius. Hold, my dear; I would have you 
^ft underftand the full extent of the vow you are 
^bouc to n>ake ; — vou fwear that no imaginary 
provocatioa on my iide, nor no unjud contempt 
nor ill treatment you may meet with from the 
worlds flisll ever extort from you a confcilion that 
you ^re my wife, till I myfelr fhall publickly ac^ 
koowledge you to be fo. 

AriJieUa. All this I folemnly fwear, and invoke 
Heaven to blefs me as I ihall religioiifly obferve it* 

Mutaniim. Charming, generous creature ! and 
in return, to prevent all mture apprehenfions in 
prejudice of my faith or conftancy from rifrng ia 
your breaft, if it were poilible for me to take a 
oafe advantage of the obligation I have laid you 
under, and make my addreifes to another woman 
6n the fcore of marriage, I here releafe you from 
your vow, 9nd leave you at liberty to declare your- 
V^lf my wife, aflert your prior right, and proclaim 
me for a villain. 

Arifidla. Heaven forbid it ihould ever come to 
that ! 

Mvtaniiui. No, my Ariftella, there is no dan- 
ger ; I have already reje^ed greater offers than ever 
will be made to me again : to deal Anccrely with 
jou,. there has been always in my nature an ex- 
treme repugnancy to the name of marriage j the 
name of husband was irkfome to me ; •«- no wo- 
man but yourfelf had ever charms to reconcile me 
to it ; but ybur beauty, fweetnefs, and unafFeiSled 
4nodefiy, have now retofmed my foul, and, by de- 
grees, 
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grees, will make me as proud of Hymen's fetters as 
i fhould once have been aihamed of them. 

ytri^ella. h ih^ll be my whole ftudy to make 
them eafy to you. 

Mutantius. I know it^will 5 bat come, my love, 
a coach waits to carry us to church ; that folemn 
fcene whiA fixes theeverlafting happinefs or mifery 
of all who approach ft in -the manner we do. 

On concluding thefe words, Tie took her b^ the 
hand, and led her down ftairs ; I was clofe behind 
them when they -went into the coach, which was 
ordered to drive to ClerkenweU. — I prefently fup- 
pofed he made choice of this place, as there wiis 
the leaft danger of hfs being /een by any one who 
knew hin^, I followed «on focft^ but came time 
enough to fee Mutantius reiign that liberty he had 
•once fct fo Jii^h avalue on, as to refcilve neyer to. 
part with ; the ceremony was performed by the 
curate of the parifli, and the clerk officiated as fa- 
ther to grve away the bride: after all was over, 
Mutantius defired their marriage might be regifter- 
ed, and a certificate of it given to Ariftella; botb 
which were accordingly done. 
- I now left the new wedded pair to tiifpofebf 
themfelves as they thought fit, and returned to iiiy 
apartment* in order to ruminate at leifure on an.acK* 
venture which feemed to me to have in it many, 
4nconfiftencies. But the more I thought on this 
adventure, the more I was confounded ^ and the 
refultof my meditations was, that it muft be left 
to time to unravel the myftery ; I kept, ho^yeve^, 
a watchful eye on the behaviour of Mutantiu^ \ but 
was little thewifer for the pains I took-y'^s I found 
he only lived in "the fame gay and gallarlt manner 
he had always done in refpeft to the -ladies. 

But now, methinks, 1 hear the reader cry out 
with feme impatience, * How did Ariftella behave 
* all this time? How could ihe, the wife of this 

< iaconftant 
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^ inconftant man, fui>port the (hare that othera 
^ had in his zSeSttons ?' It is, indeed, impoifible 
for me to fay in what manner (he would have re- 
fented foj>rovoking a circumfiance, if known. to 
her 5 but fhe lived too retired for it to reach her 
ears ; ihe had, however, other troubles more than 
/ufficient*for human fortitude to fuftain, but of 
^hat nature muft he left to the next chapter to 
explaio. 

CHAP. X. 

Tbi Cntaftrophe of this Adventure cannot fall 0/ exciting 
Comfiajjlim in the Breafts of my fair Rtadersy and 
alfo afford Matter of 'Speculation to the other Sex. 

THE purfuit of other adventtiresi which (hall 
be inferted in their proper places before the 
<oncluiion of this work, hindered me for a long 
time from going to fee in what manner Ariftella 
was treated by Mutantjus ; but at length, fome 
uneafy reflexions on her account raifed an impa* 
tience in me to knew the certainty of her prefent 
ftate. Accordingly I went one day to the houfe 
where flie was lodged; but, to my great furprize, 
found fhe had made but a fhort flay there, and had 
been removed a confideraWe time before my coming. 
On my afking fome queftions of my friend, con- 
cerning the reafon of it, the good wcStnzn anf^yered 

me in thefe or the like terms : * The affair 

« was juft as I expeSed,' faid fhc; < I pity the poor 
^ young gentlewoman, indeed ; flie has not the 
< looks of fuch a one ; but I fuppofe (he has been 
' decoyed by abundance of fair promifes ; I wonder, 

* however, that Mutantius, knowing the charaSer 

* of .my houfe, and that I always had people of the 

< beft 



71 THE INVJSI^^^B SPY. 

* beft fafhion lodge with me, (hould offer to bn'og 
^ a kcpt-miljTcis under my roofj but I was ve/y 
^ free with him, and told hitii my mind plainly on 
*- the occafion.* 

' < And pray, what anfwer did be make/ cried I, 
with fome impatience, * when you called her a kept- 

* miftrefs ?* — Very little to the purpofe truly/ re- 
fumcd flie 5 * he only faid, tha,t fhe was a gentle- 
** woman, and a friend of his, and, as fuch, expe(^- 

< ed I fhould treat her civilly : I told him, it was 

* not in my nature to treat any body uncivilly^ but 
^ that I would encourfig(^ no fach doings ; aixl- 
<" therefore defired he would provide another lodg- 

* ing for her :' — on this, he flew into a paffion, 
^ told me I was an ignorant, foolifh woman, and 

< the like ; but I did not regard his bouncing; and 
^ as he found I was reiblute, took his madam aw^y 

< in a few days afterwards,' 

1 he manner Ln which this woman fpoke, m^de 
me extremely commiferate the condition of Arif- 
tella, who, though a lawful wife, was obliged, 
through the caprice of Mutanciut>, and the vow fiie 
had taken, to endure all the contumely due to a 

firoftitute. I would b^ve given almoft any thing 
ut the fecret of my lavifibTe Bflt and Tablets to 
{i^ve cleared AriflelLa's i^noc^nce in the fuUeft 
manner to this gentlewoman ; but as there was no 
doing one without the other, I was compelled to 
content myfelf with getting out of her dire&ioAS to 
the place where this mMch injured lady was re« 
iifoved, refolving to take the firft opportunity to 
fee what au>nement the behaviour of Mutantiuf 
fioade to her i9 private, for the injuftice he did her 
ireputatibji in public. 

I wasjfo lucky as to find them together the firft 
day I went ; but the fcene I was witnefs of, in- 
iftead of diminiihing, very much added to the con« 
(era I bad carried with me, Ariftella was fitting 

very 
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Vtfly melaacholy in one oocner df the jroom, Mu- 
tancias in another, with ill the marks of diicontenc 
and ill-humour in his countenanoe r*— 4kr what foU 
lowed, it appears that fhe had been fpeaJcing fome- 
wfaat lo.him in relation to the difcovery of their 
marriage ;-— I doubt not, by what I faw of her be* 
haviour bdtfa before and afterwards, that ihe ex- 
preis'd herfelf Jn very gende tenm on the occi^ 
fion ; but ^the bare mention of foch a thing, to a 
man of his prefeat way of thinking, was cl itfelf 
a fnfficient offence. I have already deicribed the 
]K^hire I found him in; but juft as I entered the 
f 00m he replied to what (be had faid ; and that r&- 
ply diew on a conveifation which let me into the 
whole of both their fentiments. 

Mutantius. I am forry to find you have fo little 
tegard for me, and I indeed (b little prudence, as 
whenever I am with you to fall eternally upon a 
fiibjed which you know is fo difagreeable to me. - 

Jtjftella. If you lov'd me bdf fo well as you 
^ocepretendedv it would not be fo difagreeable; 
and 3^u would, at leaft, acquaint me with the 
reafons whtoh oblige me to live in the manner I do. 
' Muiamius. Perhaps it is not proper for me to 
rrveal them. 

jlriJMla. Ob, Mutantius ! I know not what to 
think of ny condition. -« Why did you marry me? 

Mutantius. Becaufer then liked you better than 
tay other woman ; and if I do not itiil continue 
to do fo, it is your own fault ; I hate to be teaz'd ; 
tefides, the conditions of our marriage were, that 
it fliottld be kept a fecret. 

Arifiilla* Yes, — for a time. 

Mttt^mtius. That time will not be fhortened by 
f^KLt impatience. 

Arifliik. It may \ for if it lads much longer my 
Jieart muft infiillibly break. 
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Mutantius. Pifh ! women's hearts are not of 
f ch brittle ftuff ; the head is in more danger* 
Dirhen fwcUed with pride and vanity. 

Jtrifiella. Indeed,: fir, I think it would at leaft 
become you to be a little more feriou£,on the oc* 
cafion. .1 

Mtdanitm. With all my. heart, madam, as fe* 
rlous as you pleafe^ for < faith I amnot in a humour . 
to be merry. Serioufly then, you fee^ to nie to , 
be one of the moft ungrateful and mod unreafon- 
able women under the Tun. Have I not taken yoa . 
from a dependence on your lifters ?. Have, you not 
now good lodgings, fervants to wait on you, and 
an allowance fufticient to fupport you^in a fafhioa 
beyond what you could everJbavcexpefted ? Yet all x 
this is nothing in your account. ... 

AriJUlla. : Wothing, when balanced againft a life 
i)f in/amy : the very fcrvants you upbraid me with : 
defpiie me while they ferve me ; the people .of the 
iioufe treat me but with an enforced civility; Ipafs 
^y days as one who was an alien to the world, and 
had no bufinefs in it; ntytx partake the joys of 
ibci^l converfation ; never vifit, nor am vifited ; and 
/carce dare venture to breathe the open air, left I 
i « uld be feen by any who have known me, efpe^ 
rially by my fillers, who, mean as you think, of them, 
know how to fet a jufi value upon reputation,. and 
to fcorn all riches without it. 

Mutaniius. A very fine catalogue of complaints 
truly ! Have you any more ?. 

Ariftella. Yes, one thing more, which, with 
what indifference foever you m^y now regard .me# 
ought not, methinks, to efcape your^confideration ; 
you know I am far advanced in my pregnancy; 
perhaps too of a fon ; — and can you fupport thf 
thoughts that an infant, bOrn the l^wfyl heir, of 
your eflate and name, ihall be falyted^ on his firft 
iecmg light, with the odious title of baftard ? 

Mutantiuf* 
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MutantiuSn What will he be the worTe, unle(s 
jKXi ex(>ed to have fo wife a child as to know 
what is faid of hiin as foon as he comes inio the 
world ? 

Arijklla. Oh, Mutantiusi Mutantius! this is 
Cruel dealing. 

She faid no more, but wept bitterly. Mutan« 
tiuS) who it muft be own'd has fome good nature, 
feemM much moved at feeing her thus, and having 
look'd on her fome moments with a great deal of 
tendernefs, bid her, come to him : fhe obey'd, but 
advanced with the moft forrowful and izy^QxA air ; 
he puird her to him, made her fit upon his knee, 
and ki£ing away the tears, he fpoke thus : 

Mutantius^ Come, my poor Ariflella, do not 
be fo fooliib ; you have no caufe for weeping ; yon 
know yourfelf virtuous, and I know you are fo ; and 
have AO need to be afflicted at the miftaken opinion 
others may have of you, efpecially as it is not to 
Idl always. 

Arift€ua. If 1 were certain when this event would 
happen, even though it were much longer than I 
hope it wiU, I ihould wait with patience. 

Mutantius. You muft depend for that upon my 
love and honour ; it is not in my power to affiga 
the day and hour. To deal fincerejy with you, I 
have been a railer at marriage, have refufed offers 
of that nature as much above my expedtations as 
I was above yours, and I cannot all at once fubmit 
to be pointed at "for a hulband, and hear people 
laugh, and cry out, that I had thrown myfelf 
away ; but of this, my dear, you may aflure your« 
felf, that I wiH endeavour to get rid of thefe 
fcruples as foon as poffible ; in the mean time, I 
will give you as ^nuch of my company as can be 
fpared from bufmefs, and other attachments which 
are not to be dtfpenfed with; — I came on pur- 
pofc to devote this whale day io you \ drive me 
E 2 liQ^ 
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not from jrou by your difcontent; kifs me, and 
give me your promife that you will be entirely 
cafy. 

She coroply'd readily with the firft part of this 
injun£li»n, and iaid (he would do her beft tso per- 
form the other. But by what I had now feen of the 
behavtotir and difpofition of Mutantius, I found 
reafon to believe it would be yet a great while be- 
fore he would bring himfelf to make a declaration 
of his marriage ; fo-refolved not to take the trouble 
of any farther inquiittions, but wait till commoa 
£ame mould give me intelligence of it. This eventt, 
however, happened much fooner than I expc&^d ; 
but was brought about by an accident which ex- 
cited the extremeft pity inftead of congratulations : 
the unfortunate Artilella was not born to enjo^ a 
bappineis fixe fo ardently had wlfli'd for, and fti 
loAg been made to hope for ; death alone had the 
powef to give what life in vain bad waited .for^ 
and the fame breath which told me Mutantius hf^I 
acknowledged her to be his wifi?, informed me ^}fo 
that fhe was no most. 

Ariftella, on her leaving fhe country^ .wia 
charged with letters and fome little prefents flipm 
Mrs. Beechly to her two fifters in Londoa;; :hut 
being hindered from executing this commii&Qn in 
perfon, by the obligation Muiantius had lain her 
under, £be Cent what was intruded toher care hf 
a porter, accompanied with a little billet from h9r« 
fislf ; in which the told them^, that an affair of the 
iitiiK>ft confequence kepc her at prefent froiii ftge- 
tng tbem, but that ihe hoped to do .&> in a (hart 
time, and would then acquaint them with themi<« 
fi>ns for having abfentedherfelf; and begg-d tbf^y 
would entertain no unfavourable thoughts of lier 
condud in this point. 

As ihe was circumftanced, it was not in her 
power to havfi a^ed otherwifej yet what- facis- 

fadlion 
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kStion could fuch a* letter give the tw« fififers ? 
For a girl to baniiQi herfelf from her kindred, with- 
out acquainting them wit^ the motive, or the 
place to which ihe was retired, had a right to rai^ 
in them conjectures of the worft ibrt : they were 
diftra£led at the thoughts of her fuppofed ruin, and 
fpared no pains to find her out, in order to bring 
her home, and fnatch her from the (bame they 
imagined ihe was involved in, Fruitlefs was their 
fearch for a long time j but chance, at lengthy 
£f€Overed not only where fte lived, but alfo thac 
ihe was fupported by a gentleman, and look'd upon 
as' a kept-miflreis. Quite enraged, they went to 
the houfe where ihe was lodged, and the door 
happening to be open, flew up flairs without any 
ceremony, and burft in upon ber ;— -the fight of her,^. 
for her pregnancy was vifible, added to the paf- 
iions they were before enftam'd with ; they reviled! 
faer itt the moft bitter terms, while poor Ariftelfa, 
bound by the ^tal oath flie had taken, could fay 
nothing in defence of her innocence, but whac 
ftrved ta convince them more fully of her gui it. 
After hiaving loaded her with opprobrious names » 
fbey left her with the tame piecipitatton they ha 1 
cone, vowing never mote to fee or thiiA of her as 
afitet. 

Impofible it is for any one to concrive what the 
IM of AriileHa fufered in this ihockiAg fcene ; 
C30ofcious of innocence, yet labouring under all the 
•pptaranciBof gHik; fcandahVd, abirfed by^ thofe 
to whom flte bad been fo <kar, yet incapable either 
nf defending her wrongM virtue, or of blaming the 
iwrcrity (ke was treated with for her fuppofed fell : 
«»«cVcry paiEon that can agitate the human heart 
ar once alTailed, and overwhelmed her with a va- 
riety of angufCh ^ the force of vrhich had fiich an 
effeA upon her, as to caufe an abortion that fame 
aight^ and alfo to throw her iiata convulfions, 
£ 3 whicii 
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.whkh in a few hotirs rendered her life dcfpairM of 

' by all about her. In her intervals, between thofe 

. fits which deprived her of all {en(e and motion, 

. (he cry'd out for Mutantius^ afk'd where he was, 

• and faid (he could not die without feeing him :— 

meflengers were immediately difpatched to him; — 

he came, feem'd greatly affedcd at the conditioH 

he found her in, but was much more (o when he 

was informed what.it was had thrown her into it^ 

She was infenfible on his entrance j but recovering 

foon after, and feeing him fo near her, catch'd 

hold of his hand, and with agonies inexpreffible 

faid to him, — * Oh, Mutantius ! you now will be 

. * rid of a tic you have been afliam'd to own.' — 

* No, by Heaven! (cry'd he) live, live, ArifteHa ; 

* and I will declare to ail the world that you are 

* my wife, my lawful married wife.' 

Whether it was this fudden rufh of joy, on 
. hearing him fpeak thefe words^that was too power- 
ful for her weaknefs to fuftain, or that the lamp of 
' life was wailed by the s^onies (he had before en- 
dured, is altogether uncertain ; but £he expired that 
moment, yielding up her laft breath on the boibm 
of her too late repenting huftand. — Love, pity, 
and remorfe, now engrofs'd all his faculties; he 
kept his promife, acknowledged her for. his wife, 
had her entomb'd with great~funeral pomp in his 
own family-vault) and paid all imaginable honours 
to her memory. Whether he will ever relapfe 
jnto his former vanities, time alone muft (hew ; 
but at prefent, this once gay, thoughtlefs rover 
cither is, or affe£ls.to be, loft to the joys he lately 
was fo fond^of^ behaves with the utmoft indit- 
ference towards the fair fex ; feldom goes to any 
public place; fees but little company at home; 
. and feems to be in ev^ry thing the very reverfe of 
what he was^ 
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As to the fifters of the unfortunate Ariftella 
they were feized with the moft deep affliSion, 
when they came to knoW the fad ede£b their rafli 
lefentment had occafioned ; which may ferve as a 
warning to al} perfons not to be over hafty in ccn» 
furing actions, the true meaning of which the 
cannot immediately comprehend » 
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CHAP. I. 

/• JedicaUd entirely to the Ladies^ as it relates an Adven^ 
ture which nearly concerns them to take notice of. 

''S***-^**-® M O N G all the numerous modes 
I I which the wantonnefs of luxury 

i^ I has of late years introduced into 
j thf* kiflgrfom for deftroying of time, 
^^.uau.nrr.m^ I kn^w of noiie more fatal to the 
virtue and reputation tA Utit female fex than 
mafquerades ; I mean, as that amufement is 
at prefent conducted. Indeed, when a feled 
company of ladies^ and gentlemen agree among 
themfelves, or are invited by fome perfon of con- 
dition, to divert each other in fuch difguifes as 
their feveral fancies fhall make choice of, the 
cafe is widely different ; for there, after paffing a 
few hours in mufic, dancing, and pleafant raillery, 
actbrdkig tathe characters tfiey aflume, the mafks 
are all thrown afide, and every one appears as he 
is ; fo that none will venture to talk or a£t beneath 
a vizard in fuch a manner asi when he ftands re- 

veal'd. 
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teard, will eitber reflet fhame on bimreir, or give 
offence to thofe he has been entertainiag. Maf- 
querades, thus manag'd, I cannot but allow to be 
innocent amufements, as they ferve to wbet the 
wit, and exhilarate the mind. 

But here, forry am I to fay it, the mafquerade 
houfes may with propriety enough be call'd (hops, 
where opportunities for immorality, prophaneneis, 
obfcenity, and almoft every kind of vice, are re- 
tailed to any one who will blecome a cuftomer ; and 
at the low rate of feven-and-twenty {hillings, the 
moft abandon'd courtezan, the moft proflieate 
raLe, or common (harper, purchafes the privilege 
of mingling with the iirft peers and peerefles of 
the reafm, and not feldom affronts both modeftj 
and greatnefs with impunity. I perceive, to my . 
great fatisfa6^ion, there are fome ladies, who, 
touched with a juft fenfe of what is owing to tliei'r 
dignity, are determined not. to expofe themfelves 
any more in a place, where, if no worfe enfuet, 
the moft licentious freedoms of fpeecb, at leaft, arie 
often offered to the chafteft ears ; and I am not 
without hope that the influence of their example 
wi|I prevail on n\any others to do the fame. For 
the benefit however, of the unwary, and thofe 
who, by their (hfiall acquaintance in town, are ie- 
Borant of the cuftoms of thefe dangerous amule- 
ments, it will not be amifs to relate an adventure 
which I was witnefs of, and may ferve as a warning 
to all whoare truly innocent, and defire to remain fo. 

fiUxh and Matilda were the fon and daughter 
of two gentlemen who lived near Newcaflle. They 
bad loved each otlur even before either well knew 
what was meant by the pafEon ; and as their un- 
derftandinfg ripen'd, their inclinations increafed : 
hope, for fome time, gilded the profpedl of their 
wimesi but, when thtry leaft expected, aftopwaa 
put to the confummation by an unfortunate difa- 
E J grccoicav 
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grcemcnt between their parents. AlexU was for- 
bid to fee Matilda, and Matilda ever to think on 
Alexis ; but thefe commanc(s had little authority 
over hearts fo fondly enamour'd as theirs : they 
form*d the moft romantic contrivances . to keep 
alive the flame with which each had infpired the 
other ; fome of which fucceeded fo well, as ta 
enable them to continue an intercourfe by letters, 
and even to gain private interviews. It was the 
father of Alexis who of the two had been moft re* 
fradory; and he dying a, fhort time afier^ jtbe 
yoMng gentleman found means to reconcile mat« 
ters fo effe^ually with the parents of Matilda^ 
that they at length confented to give her to him^ 
and completed the happinefs of the equally loving 
and beloved pair. 

Matilda, whofe every care, hope, and joy, had 
all been center'd in her dear Alexis, had nothing 
now to wifh beyond what fhe was in poneflioa of ^ 
and Alexis thought bimfelf fo blefs*d, that he even 
'defied the power of fortune to give him any caufe 
of difquiet. — Fatal fecurity f — how little depen* 
dance for the future is there on the prefent g6od ! 
They had not long enjoyed the fwects of this (o 
much admired union, before Matilda, who had 
never been in iondon, exprefs'd a curiofity to fee 
it : — Alexis, proud to embrace eyery opportunity 
of giving herpleafure, immediately took the hint^ 
and toM her he was ready p condufl her there as^ 
foon as (he pleafed. Acolrdingly they fet out> 
and arrived in London aTOut September j^ Alexis, 
took ready* f urn iihM todgiags, in a han^fome houfe 
near St. James's, for fix months,, in which time he 
thought he fhould be able to (hew Matilda every 
thing worth her feeing in. town, 

Alexis had received his fitft precepts at Weft- 
minfler fchool -, and having no relations in London, 
liis^ father requf (led me^ by letters^ to call fome-, 

times 
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times at the houfe where he boarded, and have an> 
^ye over his behaviour : I did fo; and the advice I 
gave him being delivered not in a Inagffterial but 
friendly manner, the lad conceived a very great 
afie£tion for me from that time, and has preferved 
it ever fince : he made me the compliment of a 
foft vifit on his coming to town, told me how 
. liajppy he was, and begg'd I would be no-flranger 
to the fair perfon who had made him foi I accepted 
the invitation, and went the next day r onhis pre- 
senting Matilda to me, I was ftruck with- admira- 
tion } for befides every thing that could conftitute 
^ perfedi beauty, there was a fweet fimplici^, and 
)a chearful unaffeded innocence,, which flione thro^ 
ihe whole^ ahd brighten'd evesy graee^ 
- As the fole excitement JVIatilda had to ttike za 
journey to London, was ta gratify hep curiofity 
with the fight of it, there was- no eminent ftruA^re 
«r place of note to which ihe was not condu^Sted 
by her Alexisr A new fcene of diveFfions open'd 
as the winter- feafon came on; plays, operas^ and 
malquerades now began to attra<5l the attention: the ^ 
)wo firft of tbeie amiifements Matilda was not al- 
together a flranger to, having often fcen. fomewhaC 
tike them a<£ted by ftroUing companies in^ the coun^ 
^y; but £he had not the ieaft notion of mafque* 
rades ; and the little account Alexis was able* to 
give^her, making her more impatient to know what 
ibrt of' entertainment they ai^Drded^ it may be 
^aiily fuppofed^ that Ai. indulgent a hufband would 
not fuffei: her to continue long in fufpcnfe : — ic 
may be too^ that he had fome curioilty of his own: 
to gratify in this point, having, it feem% never 
been at a mafquerade himfelf. 
* Tickets accordingly were purchafed^ and habits 
hired*. I happen'd to make a morning vifk the dajr 
they were to go, and found Matilda bufy in^orna- 
ttenting a little bat and crook :. the moment f. en- 
£6^ tendl 
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ter'd the room, (he told me, with the grealeft 
pitafure in her countenance, that ihe was to be at 
the mafquerade that night, and waa to afltimejthe 
character of a ibepherdefs ; I replied, (be could 
not tafce upon her oat more fuitable lo her youth 
and innocence. . 

I faid nothing to them of mj defign ; but when 
evening ca^ie, I e^uipp'd my&lf with aDomine,aiid 
^ficd tp thai Babel t>f hurry and confufien; where 
it was no diifficult matter to djfcover the per£bna I 
fought after, a9 I knew the drcifes they were in* 
I Toon diftingui&'d rhe ibepherdefs, and the hu& 
band by the blue Domine } had feen lying on a table 
in his dining^ room,' an^ perceiv*d there, were many 
eyes upon Matilda; for though her face was conr 
ceal'd, her fhape and atr had fomething in them fuf- 
£cient]y attra^ive. But there w^ one who abovt 
all the reft feehi'd particularly attentive to her mo- 
tions ; he was in the habit of a huntfman^ a charac- 
ter which, i afterwards had reafoti to. fay to myfclfi 
fuited vef}p well with the intentions he had in hia 
head that night. Which way foerer Matilda turn'di 
he took care not to loft fight of her; but as (he kept 
clofe to Alexis, neithet he nor any one elft: had an 
opportunity of fpeaking to her. I hoyer'd as neat 
them as I could without being taken notice of, .and 
k gave me a good deal of diverfion, to fee th^>fbr« 
prife this innocent country lady teltiiied at hekring 
the freedom with which fome people^ who feem'd 
to be per feft fl rangers, accofted each other. 

A.gentleman crciSng the room with his made in 
his hand, was known to Alexis, who on fight of 
him cry'd out to Matilda, • Look.yonderj my dear, 

* there is Mr. Freeman ^ I never heard of his 

* bfeirtg in toWn : 1 will juft ftep and tell him where 

* wc lodge J do you fit here till I come back/ Hd 
then feated her on a bench, and went hafttly after 
his fVie&d, who had pafa'd into ajiother ioom:*«I 

l^w 
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BOW doubted not but the buntfinan would iiiatcli 
hia .opportunity of entertaiiiing^Matiida ; but I loft 
fighl of him in an inftant ; he^vanifh'dy as it were^ 
from the pls^e, and I faw him no more. The fair 
ihepherdeis^ hoWever, was not to remain negledt^ 
edi I found feveral advancing towards her, one of 
whom was the^mofi grotefque, as well as difagree«> 
able figure I ever beheld ; his ftature was far from 
what could be call'd tall ; but the circumference of 
his carcafe exceeded that of any three men in th^ 
whole aflemblv : his legs look'd like the pillars of 
a church^orco, and^ when he mov'd^ were at fuck 
a diflance from each other, that a boat of a mode* 
rate fize might eafily pais between them without 
being incommoded : ^^ he had^ on the habit? of a 
Turkilh bafhawy which was the worfl:^ indeed^ he 
could have chofe; his hugeearr, diicover'd by the 
fliortnefs of hts turban, hung>upon hit ihouldera, as 
did the wallets under his chin upon his breafi ; in a 
word, he could have no deformity that the drc& 
he was in did not ihew to advantage. 

This enormous creature: had. no fooner reached 
the place where Matilda &t, than he threw himftif 
down by her on the bench^ and acct)fled her with 
hliguage which 1 ihouid never forgive myfelf, nor 
€xpc& to be forgiven by my readers, to repekt } but 
I was ghd to find, by the whifpers of fomc people 
behind itie, that inttead of a gentleman, as I at 
irft took bun for, he was no other than a bully z% 
a npted brothel in Coven t-Garden, and was known 
atbout town by the name of Lumper^^ Hammock* I 
cannot pretend to fay, whether this felldw was eiw 
couri^'d by any other perfon to behave to Matilda 
in the manner he did, merely to put her fpitits into 
a hurry, ^nr wiiether he was inftigated to it only 
by his own impudence and brutality : but what<rf 
ever, it might be, the fituation of that poor lady 
was grmiOy to be pitkiis— flnp «oved by little 

and 
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land Tittle as far from him sis the bench ivbuyd grve^ 
her leave ;. but he ftill foUow'd, and would needs 
keep clofe to her, and persecute her with his ri- 
baldry > — fometfmes &e got up, and looked round 
to fee for her bufband, then fat down again, not 
daring to leave the place for fear of miifing him ; 
,but all the time ihewed tokens ot the utmoK agita-» 
tionof mind. 

At length the blue Domine appeared, on which 
jbe ftarted from her feat, and running to him,. 
'Cry'd,— ' Oh, my dear, I am glad you are comeb^* 
*--He only replied, in a low voice,— « Ay, ay,— 
..let us be gone,'-— and taking her by the hand, led 
Jier haftily away, I pleas 'd myielf wkh the 
thoughts of having feen Matrkla fafe under the 
prote&ion of her hufl^and, and was equally fo^ 
that he had discovered little approbation of the 
'Aiafquerade, by his leaving it at a time when the 
diveriion was at its height,, and mose company 
coming in than going oat» 

But the fatisfadion I enjoy'd in both thefe points^ 
iraniih'd in a moment : Alexis returned, his mafk 
iw^ now oSy aiid he pafs'd diredlly to the place 
where he had left Matilday—then ftarted back ;— 
confuiion and ftirpnife overfpread his face ; ' he 
threw his eyes wildly round the room, then raiY 
trough every part of it, and without confidering 
jiow much he expofed himfelf to the ridicule of that? 
giggling aflembly, afk'd firft of one, and then oB 
another, if they had feea a fhepherdefs in green, 
and filver, and if they knew what was become of 
•her. This ftruck me with infinite concern, as it 
jnade me know Matilda had been deceived by the 
fight of the blue Domine,. and in fpite of my un- 
wilHngnefs to let him fee I had come ta a place 
where I had refufed to accompany him, was Juffc 
ftepping forward to inform him of what had hap« 
pen'd, when a lady hearing his enquiries faid, ^ Sic, 
^ ^ the. 
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* the lady I faw with you in the drefs you mention^ 
^ went away a little while ago with a gentleman 
^' in a blue Domine, much the fame as your own/ 
On which he cried out, ' Oh Heavens ! what 

• curft miftakc is thi»r 

^ In uttering this exclamation, he flew out of the 
room like lightning, without {laying to thank: the 
lady for her intelligence : — I followed as faft as 
X couI4> and found him at the door of the houft^ 
encoinpafled with hackney coachmen, chairmen,, 
and. link- boys, among whom he was vainly endea- 
vouring to get fome account of his loft fhepherdefs : 
one of them, it feems, had faid, he faw a lady ia 
the habit he defcribecl, go inta a coach with a gen- 
tleman, but could teil nothing either of the figure 
of the coach, or where it was ordered to drive 
finding no information could be gained in the 
place where he was, he withdrew from the crowd^ 
as I fnppofe, to confider what method he ihould 
purfue^ for he continued in a fixed poflure for two 
or three minutes, leaning ag^inft fome rails before 
an adjacent houfe. My heart bled for him, and if I 
had been capable of offering' him either advice or. 
consolation, would not have kept at the diftance I 
didi but the accident that had happened was with*-^ 
out a remedy, and I' had often obferved, that ta 
preach up moderation in the firft gufts of.paffion,, 
ferved liut to inflame it more. 

I thought there were no meafures he could take 
t'hat nighty yet imiagining he had fomething in hia 
head^ was defiroiis of feeing what event his cogi- 
tations would produce- I tiiercf(are laid holdof the. 
opportunity I now had of flepping behind the cover, 
of a hackney-coach in waiting,, and girded on my 
Belt of Invifibirity, which 1 always carried in my 
l^ket,^ in cafe any thing (bould fall in my way to. 
give me occafion to make ufe of it» The influence 
of my val«itble gift had but J,u& taken eflfedt by 

being 
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beit^ warm upon my body, whea Alexis rouzed^ 
hiflifclf out of his rwerie, and walked very faft] 
tip the ftrcet; I kept pace with him 'till he came to' 
tne boufe where he lodged ; the door being opened 
by his x>wn footman, who fat up for him, — * Is 

• my wife come home,* cried he ? The fellow an- 
(werihg in the negative, and feeming fomewhat 
ibrprized at this queftibh, he threw himielf into the 
parlour, faying to himfelf, ^ How mad a hope 

• did 1 entertain, that (he. might have fpund fome 
« means to cfcape the hands of her ravifher, and 
« been here before me ! — N6, no, *tis impoffible^ 
« the villain doubtlefs will fecure his prey i — cursed, 

^< cursed mafquerade, invented by the fiends for 

• the deftruftion of virtue!' 

While he was thus fpeaking, he tore off his Do- 
mine, With agonies not to be expreffed, and ftamped 
it under his feet; then, turning to his fcrvant, went 
on thiis: 

Jkxis. * William, you'r miftrefs is run away 

• with, ftolen from me by fome villain in a Do- 

< mine like my own ; (he is loft for ever, ualefs 

• immediately recovered ; fly this minute to every 

• tavern and bagnio you can think on; deficriM 

• her habit; enquire if fuch a one with a perfpn.in 

< a blue Domine entered there : begone this in- 

< ftant, while I run to a iuftice pf peace, and get % 
« warrant to /earch in all fufpefted places.* - 

WiHiam* What part of the town, fir, do yp\i 
think it moftlikely I (hall hear of her ? 

Alexis. Alas \ I am as ignorant of that as youjf 
but ail patts muft be fearched; dy then, good, 
William; and, do you hear ? aik every hackney- 
coachilian you meet with, if he fet any fuch perfona 
down, and where: —away, I fay, ftay not tp coi;i« 
fider ; 7- a moment may confirm her ruin and my 
diihondur. 

The 
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The fellow obeyed without making any Fafth«r 
reply;, but, I perceived by his countenance, wa» not 
very well.contented with the errand he was feat 
upon^ and Alexis went out of the houfe at the 
^jne time he did, in order to have recourie to a 
ma^ifirate in this exigence, as he had faid he would. 
I had no inclination to fallow either mafier or man^ 
on an expeJixion which promifed fo little fuccc&; 
therefore made all the bade I could to my own 
apartment, very much fatigued in body, yet much 
more fo in mind, at the unfortunate miiiake poor 
Matilda had fallen into^ and which I had ill tt^n 
reafon in the world to fear would be attended with 
the moft dreadful confequences, 

CHAP. II. 

Cowtains ibe Conchfim ef aNarrativi^ iohich lam of* 
fahi there is not one Per/on in the World who can 
rtad withmt being filled with the triojl poignant ij>- 
fiforje, tnkfs he is as dead to all Senfe of Uumanit^ 
ds 6f Honour. 

MY.knfttitnce toJoaow if MatiUa was yet 
eoae ho«Ky or if the refearshe* of Akti^ 
bad galaed him any infermadoit conveniing her^. 
aiade me fcfolne to go to his lodgines in the mom-* 
mg*, hvA wbethec f iho«ld make this yifit in my 
Ym\At or InvifiUe capacity, I was for foone time at 
a k>i9 1 — *m. laft, tt feemed moft clegihle Co appear 
in propria perfona^ as if I came only to a& fomtf 
^(iieftioito eoivcerning the itiafqiieradv, and how tlley ^ 
approved of that diverfton, .as it was tkefirft timo 
they partook of it ; and alfo to taike no notice of 
itty being appris&ed of any thing that had happened 
tkisre, luileis he related it ta me himfelf, which I 
did ttot BHicli doubt of his doing. AccDrdnigly f 

went 
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went, and upon my entering into the dining-room^ 
Alexis ran to me, and began the recital of his mis- 
fortune in this pathetic exclamation : < Ohi my 

* friend, I am undone, and ruined for ever ! — 

* the author, giver, and partaker of all my hapw 

* pinefs is loitT torn from me by fome lafcivious^ 

* fome inhuman villain ; and him whom yefterday 
f you beheld the moft bleft of men, you now fee 

* the moft accurfed, and moft wretched of all cre- 

* ated beings.* 

He then proceeded to inform me, as well ai the 
diftraftion of his thoughts would gtve him le&ve, 
of the method he had taken for thie recovery of hts^ 
loft treafure; how he had pafted the whole night 
and that morning in fearch of her^ and that all hi» 
enquiries had been ftuitlefs. 

I then advifed him to put an advertifement iii the 
papers, defcribin^theftiape and ftature of Matilda^ 
with all the particulars of her drefe^ and offering a 
tiandfome reward to any one who (hould give in- 
formation of the place at which ftie alighted out of 
a hackney-coach, in company with a gemlemaa in 
z blue Domine, between the hours of twelve apd 
one, — * This, you may do^ faid I, withoufrlmen- 

* .tioning any name, except that of the perfoii^ tR> 

* ^homfuch intelligence may be brought; and 'tis> 
f very likely, either the coachman who carried ber^ 
^ or jfbme one who might be about thedoop where 
^ fhe was iet down, or even the fervants of :tbe 

* houfe, will, for the fake of the gratuity, maike 
^ that diicovery which all your perloaal en<|uirie» 
« might not be able to obtain/ 

I had no fooner ended, than a fudden dawn <tf 
chearfulnefs gleamed upon his languid face, andtx> 
ihew how much he approved of th& thought, he took 
pen and paper, and immediately wrote in almoflr 
Aeiame terms I had exprefled it; fpecifying, at 
the (aigae time^ a coffee-boufe, where the reward 

Ihould 
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Ihottld be paid on the requefted intelliVence being 
,brought. . After this. Nature, whio will not be de- 
jiied her rites, whatever vexations may intervene to 
lob her of them, fpread a certain drowfinefs upon 
his eye-lids, which I perceiving, perfuaded him to 
-flavour, and on my promifing to come again the 
iame evening, he lay down on the bed, and left mc 
at liberty to purfue my inclinations. 

As I had now no engagement upon my hands, 
and had not been at White's for a confiderablc 
time, it was now my full defign to go thither, ima- 
gining it might not be improbable but I might hear 
.Something of Matilda; but as I had fome very good 
:i:eafons not to appear in that place, I ftepped into 
.the firft nook I found in my way, and put on my 
cfielt of Invifibility. I was but juft equipped, and 
.paffing on to my intended route, when I faw a 
chair, with the curtains clofe drawn, flop at a few 
.paces before me;. lihould have taken no notice of 
rtbisy if one of the fellows had not lifted up the top^ 
and told the perfoa in it, that he had forgot whe<* 
-ther it were the Red or the Green Lamps : . the 
anfwer was given in a voice which I prefentiv 
Imew to be Matilda's'; and if I bad not fo well 
,rcinf;mbered, as I did, the accents, I fhould have 
fufpe£led it wa^ no other than herfelfj by her fay- 
ing, .. • The .Two Green Lamps/ 

On finding it was fhe, the reader will eafily be- 

(lieye l;had .cnQ(^ CDc:iofit)^to fee the inter.vje.w be- 

. tween her and Alexis, than any thing elfis I coul4 

• have in my head; — 1 followed the chair till it came 

;to the boufe, and, on the door being opened^ 

-flipped in with it. — -On her alighting, Mrs. Sober- 

.ton, who was miflrefs of the houfe, ran out of the 

parlour, and was beginning to teftify her joy at her 

.jetum, thp' mingled with fome demonflrations of 

furprize, to fee her in the condition.fhe was, whichf 

iad^d) was deplorable enough i her head without 

anjr 
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any other covering tibaxi a handkerchief carelefly itei 
over her dlfhevelled hair, her garnaents torn, her eyes 
fwelled with tears, every feature diftorted, and all 
the tokens of difiratSHon and defpair about her. She 
made no anfvver to what the good gemlewomail 
faid, but, after throwing feme money to the chair- 
men, ran haftily up into the dining-room, where, 
flinging herfelf on afettec, fhe cried out, * Where 
« is Alexis?'' — - To which Mrsv Soberton, who had 
followed as well as myfelf, replied^— • Oh, madsnf, 
< you cannot imagine what trouble both he aad all 
« of us have had on your account/ 

I know not whether that unhappy lady would 
bave declared to Mrs. Soberton any part of whaK 
had befelleii her or not; for Alexis, who either had 
not &]icn afleep, <x was estfily awaked, heard bis 
wife's voice, and came flyiftg out of the cfaambcnr 
that inftast ; — Mrs. Soberooiv diicreetly judjging 
that they might not chufe to have a^ third perfon 
witnefs of thek difcourfe, went dire&ly dc^wu 
ftairs^ but the Invifibte remained, and his won^ktfs- 
Mr Tablets rece^md th« imppefionof the^Uomdg 
dbrlogue between^ tbemr 
' Marildtu Oh, Ak;^sil frfiy dfiiot you^ leave Mef 

Jims. Why Ad you^ iedwe fhe place whwre. I 
defiredt you to w«ri« for my nuxtw I 

Matilda. I ftirrcd not from iM httt ta felow ym^ 
«»I then thought. 

^itis. Confufion f ~ How eimld you be fo 
niiftakeii? 

UatiUa. Alas, 1 had no apprtheniion of the 
4eeepefon put upon me ! his^hsbk was exadlly IHee 
y&atsi his ftatifre the iame^; he fpoke tn a 1km 
Voice; baC if be had not, my fpirits were ia too 
much agiication at the impudence of a fellow who 
hadr bus jiift before aceoMd mr, to hare iitHin^ 
guiflMd the aSePdtM. 

JK€9ttfm 



THE INVISIBLE SJY. 95 

JBexis. Oil, ;my torn heart ! — But fay, -*- Who 
is the villain that hotrajr^d you ? -— Where were 
you earned i 

Matilda. Alafli the precautions he took have left 
iBC ignorant of both j and all I know is, chat I atn 
undone. 

, Jlgxis. Diftra(£lion ! *- undone, and not Jcoow 
by whom ! nor even in what place ! all means for 
my revenge. barred qp ! Yet perhaps I may be able 
tD difcQver fometbing; fpeak therefore, -—.tell vac 
laAnipftantall the particulars of the ftory. 
; Matilda^ I'WilL, (though every word will iftab 
oie to theibtti, ami inflict anew the ihock I have 
uadergone. 

JUxis. Noipreparattons ; be quick, and anfwer 
my demaaJ at .once. 

Matilda. Have patience then ; for while you 
Uiokfo terrible I cannot fpeak. 

Jlixh. You cannot think I would hurt you ; 
(peak then, .and break at once the heact of diy 
wretched huftmnd I 

Matilda. Ob, which way fhalll begin ?.<«»-how 
end? 
jdli9iis.. Keep, me not on the rack I 
Matilda. Soon as I Taw the counterfeit Alexis 
approach, I rofe to meet him ; and t)n.his. ^bidding 
mecQmc»^andftretQhingfocthiiis'hand, I gave him 
mine, ^q|l.;t»ifind myfitif conxiufiied fb6m thai 
viiigleilf crowd, which I had feen too mudi^of to 
define to cflnfttnue anyJonger with jt-iwe went int* 
^ccoach, wfaeie.l began turteil him how J had been 
af&onferd by aa t^ly huge.man ina TurkiAi habitj 
bttt.he:made.q6.aQraerietaber to.tfaat or any odisv. 
idle prate I entertained hinv with, till the coach 
(topped, and belauded me into a houfe, the. entry 
^ which was fiiU of men, whoiwere running back- 
wacds and forwards with candles in. then* hands, 
and iSiemed.vecy buCy : laikcd. where we were g^ 
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ing. He ftill made no reply ; but after a (hort whif* 
per to one of the fellows, led me up ftairs. 

AlexU. 'Sdeath ! why did you go ? — Then was 
joiir time to have cried out for refoie ! 

Matilda* What ! from my husband I I could not* 
as yet know him from any other than yourfeif : I 
was. Indeed, a little furprized at 'this behaviour ; 
but imagined it was owing to fome little whimyou 
had taken into your head, on purpofe to laugh at 
my ilmplicity. Being warm with having my mafk- 
on fo long, I plucked it o(F as foon as we got into^ 
the room, but he clapped it on again, a man being 
then juft entering with a bottle and glafles in his^ 
h&nd, which having fet down on the table, he itn-: 
mediately ivithdrew : my condudor then bolted 
the door, and running towards me, faid,-^-* Now, 

• Tiiy angel, I'may feaft my eye with all that hea- 

• ven of beauty, which, while beneath a cloud, 

* attraded my admiration; and you behold the 

* maa who, from this happy moment, devotes him* 

* felf entirely to your charms/^With thefewOrdff 
be took off both mine and his own vizard ; -* I 
flirieked, and furely had fainted with the fright, if* 
an equal proportion of rage had not kept up imy 
fpirits. 

Alexis. What faid he then ? 
; Matilda. A thoufand romantic lies^ fach as i 
have read in plays and novels, whidh I anfwered 
only with reviiings, till perceiving my juft fconi 
had no effef): upon him, I had 'recourfe to tears 
and entreaties ; told him t was a married womant 
fhat I had a husband* dearer to me than my foul, 
and by whom I was as much beloved, 'and conpiml 
him not to detain me. i •• • 

• Alexis. Did not this movehim? ' ' r ;'. 
. Matilda. Oh no> not in the leafl^ the audi* 
cious witftch but laughed at this remonftrance, ^^ 
faid that I was a fool, and knew not the true in* 

tcreft 
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tctdk of my fex, but that he would inftru£t ntt 
better, and make me happy tho' againft my wilK 
jllexis. Execrable dog ! but go on. 
Matilda. You may eafily believe, that he who 
could fpeak fuch words would alfo accompany 
ihem with anions of the fame nature : — I reiifted 
all! couM the indecent liberties he took,— called 
Heaven and earth to my afUftance, but in vain ; 
yr-I was. at laft overpowcrcJ, r— In the midft of 
tears/ reproaches, fwoonings, he efFedled his bru«> 
tal piirpofej and made me the mofi miferable of 
women, 

J/exis. Moft miferable indeed ! — After this, 
I fuppofe, he would have fuiFered you to depart? 
. ^M^ilda. Can you think me vile enough to 
continue one moment in the prefence of that de* 
jtefted monfter, when I was at liberty to leave him? 
— This indeed is cruel— Oh Alexis ! I hate my- 
felf for wiiat, I have been compelled to fufFer i do 
not you hate me too. 

Akxis. Oh, *tis too much for man to bear ! — * 
Yet« one thing more, Matilda; defcribe, as near as 
poffible, the ieatuces and complexion of this inhu* 
-man ravifhen 

. ,Mniilda\ Alas ! the horror I was in from the 
firft.. moment I found myfelf in the power of a ftran*^ 
ger hinckred me from uking any great notice ; — « 
all I can fay is,, that he had dark eyes, a clear and 
cuddy ikin, and though his behaviour rendered him 
4xii0ustome, with others I believe he may pafs 
JMT hahdfome. 
. ..rfferff^... Young, I fuppofci :.. . . 

Matilda. About fiv« or iix-and-twenty; as far 
AS I can judge, 

AUxis. Had he the appearanceof a man of rank 
iand fortune? 

, JMatOda* JEyerjr thing I faw about bim,^ which 
^CPperly belonged to himfelf, befpoke him fuch; 

-—but 
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-— but d<mbljr dHguifed.^— Did you not take notice 
of sm buntfman at tbe ma^uerade ? 

Alexis. Yes, and remember he always kept near 
iif • Was . be ^ cavifber ?. 

M§tiida. The fame.; be toldoieihe had bts-eye 
iq>on me -from the firftimoment I ^came tn, ^nd 
when be faw. you Jeft 4iie, jran and procu^ a Do- 
mine as like yotfCB as he could ^, in hopes I 
might .be, as, alas ! I nsdly was, deceived by that 
iatalhabtt. 
. AUstts'. 'Tis well \ Lmay perhaps hunt him. 

The eves of Alexis feemed to flafh fire wfaik He 
uttered tnefe words \ after which he flood mufins; 
for.fome time, — then turning to his wife, wbo^iu 
fiit weeping in the (ame pofture flie'had thrownher- 
ielf into at his entrance, fpoke thus to ber : 

AUm\ Rife^ Matilda^ retire to your c^mbei^ 
and endeavour to compofe- jFourfelf to reft. 

Matilda. AVhat ! fo early I ^ 'tis Qot jf^ fix 
o'clock. 

AUms. Namatter; your condition requites it j 
jnou have waked tnoiong, therefore, pray go. 
' Matilda, Will you come too ? 

Alexis. Do not exped me y I have imicli !• 
think upon, and muftiie idone ^ there is a fermen- 
tation in n^ mind ii^ich muft have time tddrde; 
•-^to-^morrow I may be atmone eafe ^ — I ^praff yau 
then 'togive^me liberty this nrght* 

With this &e took a candle and withdrew ; but 
with .a^took^nd g^ure fo truly pity-moving, diac 
if a painter had been to draw the pi6hire of J9et- 
fpair, he could not have copied from an cMri^nal 
more flriking* . • 

He then called for Mrs. Soberton^ told beitkh 
wife Itad beeni very much frighted^ and- wohiin- 
difpofed, fo begged fhe would ^ift her-inahy thittg 
Ae might ftsmd ki Jiced of* She made no -t9^h 
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but went out of the room, I fappok^ to do what 
he requeftedK)f her : I was about to follow her, but 
feeing Alexis put on his wig, which he had plucked 
off when he went to lie down, thought he vms go- 
ing on fome expedition which might be worth my 
taking the pains to explore : to this end I flippei 
down ftairs while he was taking up his fword and 
hat, got out of the houfe before him, diverted my- 
felf of my belt, became vifibic, and met him fomc 
few paces diftant. I told him I was returning to 
his lodgings, according to my promife, and affe<ael 
fomc furprize at feeing him abroad : he feemed 
{leafed that he had not miffed me, and repeated in 
ft few words the fum of what I have been relating 5 
ftdding, that he now flattered himfelf with being 
able to trace out the perfon who had injured him, 
by the defcription Matilda had given of him ; and 
then intreated I would be fo good as to accompany 
him in the fearch he was about to make ; to whic^ 
requeft I readily confented. 

I found hfs fcheme was, to enquire among thofe 
people who let out dreffes for the mafquerade, if 
fmy account could be given of a gentleman, who 
the night before had hired firft the habit of a huntf- 
man, and afterwards a blue Doming The thing, 
indeed, feemed feafible enough in itfelf^ though it 
did not ^nfwer expectation. We went to feveral 
fliops without receiving the leaft information ; and 
all we could learn was, that a gentleman, habited 
like a hnntfman, had come in a very great hurry 
for a blue Domine, which had not been returned 
till about half an hour before our coming, but 
the name or quality of the perfon who hired it, the 
"pfarmn protefted fhe knew nothing of. Alexis then 
demanded, fomewhat haftily, who it was had 
tirought it back : flie fmiled both at thi? interroga- 
tdrj", and the manner in which it was made, and 
replied, that ihe was talking to cuftomers at that 
Vol. II. F tim^ 
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I me in the fhop ; but if ihe had been lefs engaged^ 
file ihpuld fc^rce have uken any notice: — * For,* 
faid (he, < provided we have our goods again, and 
' are paid for the ufe of them, it is not our bufmefs 

* to examine farther.' 

Here ended the fruitlefs fearch of Alexis : — he 
had now no (hadow of hope for difcovering the 
ravifher, but in the advertifement I had perfuaded 
him to get inferted in the news-papers ^ and his de*- 
fpair became fo outrageous, that it was with much 
iiifficulty I prevailed upon him to go home. I 
went with him, fearing, if he was left alone in the 
Itreet, he might be guiltv of fome extravagancy. It 
was one of the mott hne frofty nights I had ever 
feen ; and while we were knocking at the door, he 
looked up towards the fky, and, with a voice denot* 
ing the exiremeft bitternefs of heart, burft into this 
exclamation : — ^ How many thoufand twinkling 

* flars are there, yet not one among them all a 
^ friend to me, or poor undone Maiilda !* 

I went horne with him, but privately gave Wil- 
y. m a caution not to go to fleep, but keep near his 
tna(ler,and he attentive to all his motions, in order 
to prevent any JFatal efFe(S)t of the prefent diftra&ion 
of his mind. I then went home, but with an anx- 
iety for this . truly worthy, thou^jh ill-fated pair| 
that made Yne quit my bed very early next mornings 
with a refolution to exert my utmoft endeavours 
for the mitigation of their forrows, and, if poiEble, 
to reconcile Alexis to a misfortune which was 
without a remedy ; but unluckily for my defign, a 
perfon came to fpeak with me about fome buanefi 
vvi ch detained me till almoft twelve o'clock* 

On my arrival at the place where I fo much 
wilhed to be, I found Alexis juft come in before 
mc : he appeared with a countenance much more 

com- 
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compofed than the night before, but very penftvc 
and melancholy : he prefcntly acquainted me, how- 
ever,' with the occafion of his having been abroad ; 
-7- it was this : -^ He told me he had pafTcd the 
whole night m coniidering how he fhould slA \a 
relation to Matilda, and finding it a thing incon- 
fiflent with his honour to fuiFer her to remain in 
town after what had happened, he refolved to fend 
her immediately into the country, and was juft 
returned from hiring a poft-chaife for that purpofe. 
The reafon he gave for his proceeding in this man- 
ner, was as follows : — * She cannot remain here, 
^ and be ihut up ; flie muft appear fometimes ^ 

* and who can tell but that in fome unlucky mi« 
' nute £hc may be feen by the very villain who 

* has ruined her, and who, either through curioiity, 

* or the deiire of renewing the gratification of h s 

* vicious flame, may difcover whofe wife £he is, and 

* wherever he (ecs me, point me to his lewd com- 

* panions for the wretch he has made me/ 

I had nothing to ofFer in oppofition to what he' 
faid on this fcore % for indeed I thought it very 
• proper they (hould both retire into the country ; fo 
replied, that I was glad I had called that morning, 
otherwife I fhould not have had the opportunity of 
wiihing them a good journey : — to which he 
haftily rejoined, — * I fliall not go.* — * How ?* 
•ried I, fomewhat 'furprifed, < do you fend away 

< Matilda, and Hay behind yourfelf?' A deep 
figh was the fiift anfwer he gave: but the teftimo* 
ny of his difcontent was prefently fucceeded by 
thcfc words: ' Yes, my friend, fhe muft go with- 

* out me i two days ago, nothing was fo precious 

* to me as (ler prefence . I lived, indeed, but in her 

* fight ; every glance, every look (he gave, jQiot 

* pleafure to my heart: — but now, alas! the 

< happy moments are fled, and. I can regard her as 

F 2 < no 
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< no other than the mined reliques of the womati 

* once fo dear to me/ 

It was in vain I reprefented to him, that as I 
doubted not but he was perfedlly convinced of the 
purity of Matilda's riiind, he ought not to love her 
left for the violence her perfon had fuftained : he 
owned the julinefs of my reafons, but could not 
prevail [on himfelf to 'be governed by them ; and 
when I urged the cruelty offending her fo long a 
journey without any companion to alleviate her for- 
rows, be made me this reply: — * She does not go 

* alone; her waiting- ma id, ^ho, foon after our ar- 
« rival in town, was obliged to be removed on ac-' 

* count of the fmall-pox, is now quite recovered,' 

* and came home laft night : this girl has attended' 

* Matilda for fome years, and I know will be very 
•^ careful of h r.' 

While we were difcourfing, the chaife came to 
the door, on wbrch Alexis calted to have the lug- 
gage put in^ and his Wife to make herfelf ready. I 
^ed him, if he thought it proper I fliould take liiy 
leave of Matilda before her departure ? He replied, 
that it was a ceremony which he believed (he would 
gladly be difpenfed with from receiving, in herpre- 
fent unhappy fituation; but. begged I would ftay in 
the dining-room till he had 3ifpatcbed this dif-' 
agreeable afEair. Wrih thefe words he went out of 
the room, and I remained where I was : in lefs than 
half a qu irter Of an hour, looking through the 
window, I faw the difconfolate Matilda go out of 
the houfe, fuppOrted on one fide by Alexis, and on* 
the other by her attendant. I could not fee her 
face ; but her motions, and the diftradled air with 
Si^hich ihe threw herfelf into the chaife, were* 
cfhough to convince me 6f the extreme wretched- 
iiefs of her condition* 

Alexis returned to tiie in a fituation little, lefs' 

^t^-moving, yet coukl not my heart altogether 

* abfolve 
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Vkhfohe bim for this laft part of bis behaviour to 
Matilda : it was now, however, a time to apply 
rather balms than corroAves to his bleeding and 
defpairing mind ^ I therefore faid every thing in 
mv power to adminifter confolation to him, but 
all my endeavours that way were unfuccefsful ; 
and though I ftaid with bim the sreateft part of 
the dav, had the mortification to leave him as I 
found him. 

Oh! had the dark unknown . beheld the fad 
efFeAs his wild inordinate deiires produced, he 
iurely could not have fuftained the ihock, but rouft 
have revenged upon himfelf the mifchiefs he had 
brought upon two wori^hy perfons, fo lately blejQTed, 
fo truly loving and beloved I 

<XXXXXXXXXX><X><X><XXXX>^ 

CHAP. III. - 

Conjifts of Jmu farther Particular $ relativt t9 thi pre- 
€eMng 4j^e?fXurei i^itl^ twti L^tjers i/urete by that 
unf'irti^my Lady, io h^r, fitfspan^ in hfr Exile. 

I Am very n>uch afraid, that AJiei^is will ftand 
but little juftifi^d in the opjnipn of my fair 
leaders for his condud towards Matilda : they will 
doubtlefs fay, that the love he pretended to have 
for her, hid taken but a (hallow roqt in hjs heart, 
when it could be.{haken by a misfortune which (he 
. had no way contributed to bring upon h^rfelf. Thfy 
. will* pvhaps, alfo add» that after (he bad with fo 
rnu?:h fimplicity, fome may think folly too, re- 
vealed, to him the whole of what had befallen h^^ 
it was not only unkind, but highly ungenerous and 
cruel in him to abandon her to defpair, at a time 
when flie had fo much need of the tendereft coni- 
paffion and confolation. 

I muft confefS) indeed, that thefe accufations 

have the ftrongeit appearance of reafon on their 

F 3 (ide^ 
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* the aid of tendernefs, will not permit you to hate 

* mc, to throw mp off for ever, for my perfon 
^ having fuftainj^d a violence, to which I am per* 

* fuaded you are convinced my mind was incapable 

* of confenting. I will believe, that you feel all 
f my woes, participate in'myanguif)], and that my 
f pen ^ugbt rather to flow with words of confo- 

* lation thfiii reproach. Yet if it is ordained, that 

* we muft both be wretched, let us be wretched 

* together ; let us mingle our tears, and inter* 

* changeably echo back each other's ftghsj let us 

* indulge defpair, lecal the memory of thofe blifs- 

* ful hours we once enjoyed ; compare the prefent 

* with the paft, and join in curfes on the bafe, the 
« inhuman author of our woes I But whither 4o^ 

< my inconfiderate paffion lead me i — Does it be- 

< conK^ the love, the t^ndernefs, the duty of ^ wife, 
c^ to wifh you (hould partake my ruin i — Noj — » 
c fince I can no longer contribute to your h?^pi- 
« nefsj rather forgst, renounce* dhB^icSL HIS foe 

< ever } — Yet, oh I 'tis hard ; — my brain grows 
( wild on the refledlion ; *— I can proceed no far* 
^ ther. — Pity me, mv mofl: dear, my moft adored 
5 Alexis ! pity, — oh f pity, 

•• The undone, 

< The loft Matilda ! 

* p. 5. If thefe diflra£tlng lines have any power 
« to move you, — if any remains of foft com- 

* paflion towards me ftlH dwell within your breaft, 

* write to me by the fir ft poft j — fix, I befeech 

* you, my uncertain fate. — Oh, that I fhould live 

* to ftand in need of entreaties to hear from you 1* 

When Alexis (hewed me the above, he feemed 
all diflblved in a flood of lov6 and tenderncfs ; yet, 
I believe, the anfwcr he fcnt to it was dilated in 

• term 
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-terms not altogether fo fatisfa£lory to Matilda as 
. the prefent difturbance of her mind required. Here 
follows the fecond melancholy epifile of that un- 
fortunate lady. ' 

< My for ever dear, thp' unkind Aisxis, 

* WiTB what anxiety have I watched the ar* 
. * rival of the poll ! how counted the tedious mi- 

* nutes as they glided on ! how trmbled between 
' < hope and fear on evpry knock given at the gate, 

* while in expedation of a letter from you ! «— 

* at laft it came: —but, oh J I am not more at 

* cafe ! Wherefore, Alexis^ do you keep me in 
F this^cruel fufpenfe?— J aO^ed no impoffibilitie$ of 

* * yoU^ defircd you nottolov/e me ftill;— I only^beg- 
' ged the deciiion of my fate; and fi»re, that is 

* * not a requeft too much for me to make, or. you 

* to grant ! 

* My father, uncles, all my kindred and ac- 

* < quaintance, nay, our very forVants,- ftand amazed 
i * to fee me herq without you % they pierceif e ny 
Y * altered looks, and with officious loye enquire 

< into the caufe. All the anfwer I can make^ is, 

* that the air of London not agreeing with my 

* conftitution, I hurried back before fome bu- 

* fmefs you had in town would permit you to re- 

* turn. Thefe excufes may pafs current for^ai 

* time, but ^cannot do fo long: I conjure you, 

* therefore, by all you have to hope, or fear, or 
- * wiih, not to expofe yourfelf and n)e to conjee- 

^ tures which cannot be to the advantage of either 
^ of our characters. Pronounce my doom, fay 
> * that you will; return, and live wjtb me, in all 
> appearance, as before ; or fcruple iiot to let me 
^ know you have refolved on' an. eternal fepasa^ 

* tion, that I may retire at once to (bme dvk 

* corner of the world, and ihut myXe)f up from 
^ pity and contempt, I know> this ought to have 

F 5 / ' •beea 
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* been thought upon before you obliged me to re- 

* move from London ; but both of us were in too 

* much confufion.at the time of parting to give 

* our cooler reafon room to operate : we have 

* fince, however, had leifure to rjfle<ft on what 

* was prober to be (]one in our unhappy circum- 
^ ftances^ and I flatter myfelf, you will not think 

* me too prefuming in being the firft to mention ft. 
< Oh, Alexis ! imagine not that when I urge 

^ you to this eclaircifement, I am fo vain as to fooch 

* my fond heart with a belief, that fince the dread- 

* ful accident you ever can love me as before; 

* —no, I rather exped my fentence will be that 

* of an everlafting banifliment; perhaps it is al* 
' * ready iigned within your breaft, and the com- 
"* * paffion you have for me alone delays the execu- 
•■•* tion. If this (hould be the cafe, — throw afide 

* that cruel mercy which conceals it : —grief and 
* * defpair have given me fortitude to bear the worft 

* of ills; and lUre th.recan be non^ half fo dread- 

* fur to me as feeing you no more; — fo much 

* the better for my eternal peace, as it will the 
^ fooner r\d me of the burthen of a hated life ; but 

* I will troui le you no more than to renew my 
« petition of knowing in your next lett-r what it 

* is vou. hav« in tffed decreed for the innocently 

* cnmina) 

• Matilda.' 

* P. S. Your old acquaintance and fellow colle- 

« gian, Mr L— — , has juft now fent to enquire 

"^ when yoH are expeded down; — he dtfigns, 

^ it feesiF, to fet up- at the next general eledtion 

Hie fQj. the borough of ♦*♦*♦♦*, and greatly dc- 

"* pends on the intereft you have in that place; 

« — I *fuppofe you will ihortly receive a letter 

* from bimfelf oa the occaiionv; oh! may the 
^ = * calls 
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« calls of friendfliip give weight to thofc I ha*e 

* mentioned, and influence you to return !* 

I happened to be with Alexis at the time of h's 
receiving this : he firft read it to himfelf, then com- 
municated it to me; ^nd when he had finifhed, 
cried out with an extraordinary emotion, —* Poor 

* Matilda ! unhappy charmine woman ! with what 

* enchanting eloquence docs me plead againft her- 

* felf ! how fweetly labour to oppofe what ihe mott 

* wifbes to obiain P • 

As I found the ftrongeft reafon in the argu- 
ments urged in Matilda's letter, I muft confds that 
1 was at a lofs to comprehend what he meant by 
fpeaking in this manner, therefore defired he wouM 
explain himfelf, which he immediately did in thefe 
terms ; * O, friend, the moreJE ^ifcovcrofhcr me- 

* rit, the lefs 1 am able to forget the violation of 

* her honour j I muft ceafc to love her as I do, 

* muft bring myfelf to look upon her with the 
< fame indi^crcnce that jmoft huib^nds do upon 

* their wives, before I can fupport, with any to- 

* lerable degree of patience, the thoughts ihat.an- 

* other has poiFeiTed her.* . Thus did he always 
talk whenever we were alone j and had' Matilda 
known his fentiments, I believe it would be a moot- 
point whether (he would not rather have chofe a 
feparation than to live wi^h him, af^er he had re- 
duced himielt to luch a ftate of infenfibility. 

He now iiidecU began to give great indications, 
that he had nothing more at heart than to lofe all 
remembrance, not only of the injury done to Ma- 
tilda, but of iicrlelF alio. By veiy fwift degrees he 
became tiic reverie of what he was before his going 
to that riir^i; niaiqu-raue : the pleafures of the bot- 
tle, ani -SaC ^oiivcrUCion of the iooler part of wo- 
mankiii'J^ divi'i'*^ too rriuch of nl^ lir^je between 
them y anu t^Q kf^K.s in nots aud debaucheries his 



•loS THE INVISIBLE SPY. 

relief from melancholy^ I am told, however, that 
he is at prcfent preparing to fet out for ***♦*♦ : 
but what fatisfaftion can the virtuous Matilda re- 
ceive from his return thus transformed, thus de- 
.bafed in morals and behaviour from the man {he 
had fo dearly loved, and who was once fo worthy 
;.her efteem ? 

How fad a reverfe have a few weeks made in the 
condition of this lately happy pair! — Surely the 
wretch, for fo I muft call him, be he of what de- 
gree or rank foever, who for the fake of gratifying 
•the fleecing pleafure of a moment, has brought this 
ruin on them, ought jiever to be forgiven in this 
world, whatever a fincere contrition, if he is capa- 
ble of it, may entitle him to in the next. 

CHAP, IV, 

7 he Authriaviftg foufni Something in his Rambles j 
whi<h hefuppofes m^y be of Value to the Owner^ eon- 
defcends to take upon tim the Office of a Town-Cryer^ 
hut ^aves the Ceremony of the great O-Tes. 

HAppening one morning to wake more early 
than ordinary, I quitted ray bed, and the 
'Weather being fine, and my humour more inclined 
to ferioufnefs than gaiety, I took a little walk into 
Hyde-Park, not with the lead expedation of mak- 
ing any difcovery of other people's affairs, but 
merely to think of my own with more liberty than 
I could do at home. I met no living creature in my 
way, except fome birds that perched upon the twigs 
-of th^leavelefs trees, and in melodious notes chanted 
forth praifcs to the approaching fpring : thefe ra- 
ther indulging meditation, I pafUd flowly on by the 
iWeof theikrpentineRiver, where my eyes were at- 
tracted 
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tra<Sled with the flght of a white fattin pocket lyins 
jufl before me: I fuppofe it might have been dropp'd 
from fome Lady's fide the night before, for on my 
taking it up, I found it extremely damp with dew. 
I look'd upon this as a lawful prize, and that I had 
a right to keep it, at leaft 'till I could find fome- 
body that had a better title; I therefore tied it up' 
in my handkerchief, and after having finiihed my 
walk took it home with me, where my impatience 
did not fuffer me to continue long without examin- 
ing it. I (hall give a faithful inventory of all the 
particulars, referving only one in petto, in order 
'^to prevent being impofed upon by any fi£titiou» 
claimant. 

Money being the chief idol of mankind, I ihal) 
give that the preference, and begin with thepuriCy 
which had in it five gold ducats, a leaden French 
(hilling, a bent half crown, and a medal of the 
Duke of Cumberland in copper, very curious, but 
by fome accident had been crack'd, and the impref- 
fion in feveral parts pretty n^uch erafed. The next 
thing that prefented itfelf was a very fmaH pocket- 
book, which I (hail forbear to defcribe, as well a» 
make any mention of the memorandums it con- 
tained, to any perfon in the world but to the lady 
who wrote, and (hall come to demand them. T4iere 
was alfo a chryflal fmelling- bottle half full of Sjal 
. Armoniac, a tortoife-(heir fnuff-box, rimnji'd with 
. {old, and a naked Venus painted on the inljLde. 

But the moft valuable part of this cargo, atleftft 
according to my opinion, was fome papers, not 
Bank-bills, but letters, and other writings niore dje- 
ferving the attention of the public, and which I 
(hall make no fcruple to infert, as they gradually 
fell under my infpe3ion,s efpecially as all of them 
having been fent under covers, whiqh were not In 
the packet, the name of the lady tp^ whom they 
wiere diredled can only be gueiTed at»' 

LET- 
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L E T T E R I. 

* Madam, 

• I NOW fcjid you the catalogue you have fo of- 

*' ten requefted ; but intreat you will be fo good 

^ as hot to let anyone foul in the world know you 

' *> had it from htm who has the honour to be, with 

• the greateft refpeft, &c.' 

The name fubfcribed to this had been torn off, 
cither by defign or accident ; but the paper which 
. accompanied it was perfe£l and entire. Here fol- 
lows a faithful tranfcript, 

j1 Catalogue of fame very fcarce and curious 
pieces i in Profe and Verfe^ all wrote by fome of 
the tnojl eminent Hands, 

I. T^ HE Art of Pleafmg in Converfation. An 
JL Heroic Poem.— By the E — of C . 

2. An Effay on Power. Wrote originally m 
High Dutch, and now translated by a perfon of 
diftiniSlion into Englifh.— Bbund in x^^ Turky, 
finely gilt and lettered. 

3. The Virtues of Carmine, with a Recipe how 
to prepare it with fuccefs. — Probatum eft, — By the 
C — — of C r-* Gilt back and lettered. 

4. Patient Grizel. A Poem in fix Cantos.— 

By the leal C of C . Bound in Calf, 

very plairi. 

5. The Politician defeated. A Novel. In three 

Parts. — By the E— of E '. Stitch'd in bkc 

Paper. 

6. The Croaker. A Tragi-comical Farce of 
one Aa.— By L— R . 

.7. Cookery Imorov'd, after the Epicurean ftite. 
^^By a Club of Gentlemen. In iheet$» 

8. The 
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8. TheChaftc Maid ; or, A New Way to amufe 
the Town. — A Comedy of three Afts, each fuffi- 
cient for a Winter Night's Entertainment. — By 
the facetious H — F , Efq; 

9. Rules to chufe a Wife ; fhewing the Abfur- 
dity of all thofe generally obfervcd.— By Sir J— 
C . In Boards. 

10. A . Philofophical Definition of Card-Craft, 
upwards of forty years cpmpilins. — By ihe very 
learned and moft ingenious ProfeUbr, Mr H— — e. 
Stitched in gilt paper. 

11. Frugality. A Poem. In nine Cantos. — 
By the C of B . Bound in Vellum. 

12. A CoJIeiftion of Jefts and Merry Phrafcs, to 
keep young People's Heads from aching with more 
laborious Studies. -— By a Tutor in the modiih 
Sciences. Finely bound in blue Turky^ gilt back 
and lettered. 

13. Try before you Buy. A Poem after the 
manner of Hudibras. ' — By the E — of R ■ ^ 
In Boards. 

14. The Charms of Novelty. A Pindaric ElTay. 
—By Mifs C , in Sheets. 

>5. I'he Pleafures of Matrimony ; or, Whp 
would not be a Hulband ? A Farce. — By L—- 
V— »— . Stitched^ and very much fullied with 
often reading. 

16. A Diflertation on Flies Eggs. — By the Pre- 
fident of a learned Society. In Boards^ 

J 7. Laugh and Lie I)pwn. A Ballad Opera of 
three Afts. — By L— P-^ — • Stitched in blue 
Paper. 

18. An Eflay to prove that true Honour is al- 
.ways concomiunt with good Senfe.— *By the £— - 
of O. Bound in plain Turky. 

19. Conjugal Love. A Paftoral, of one con- 
tinued Scene. — By the E— of N • Printed 

OA 
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bn a new Elzevir letter, aad neatly bound without 
tawdrinefs or affedation. 

20. The Patriot. A fecret Hiftoiy. — By G— 
D-*— , Efq; Bound in douded Calf. 
• 21. 1 he Double Dealer j or, The Wcftminfter 
-Difappointinent. A Fierce of two Ads. -— By Sir 
G V Stitched in Gap Paper. 

2a. An Eulogy ori Apoiftacy. — By L— Q— . 
Bound in Calf, and gilt back. 

23. Love in a Bottle. A Poem, in three Can- 
tos. — By the E— of M • Stitched in blue 

Paper. 

24. Redivivus ; or Old Age and Gallantry re- 
conciled. A humorous Farce of one A€t. — By 
the E~ of H- — . Stitched. 

25. An Exhortation to Hofpitality to Foreigners, 
«ven though it (hould happen to be deftru£l:ive to 

the Liberties of the Natives. — By L — T , 

as he delivered it at the Hay Market. Bound in 
•the French Taftc. 

26. Criticifms on the Play of — Rule a Wife 
and Have a Wife. — By L— P . In Boards. 

27. The Fox weary of Goofe-hunting. A Fable* 

— By the D— . of D . Bound in Parch- 

ment. 

28. The Lover's Catecbifm. A new Ballade— 
By the celebrated Mifs A . 

29. An Infallible Remedy for curing the Scotch 
. Itch without Bleeding.— By the D— of A . 

30. Tte Beauties of Domeftk Life, illi>(trated 
-With Examples^. A Paftoral Eclogue. — By tbe 
P — of B — . Neatly bou nd . 

31. Love levels all ; or, A lucky Trip to Bath. 
"Aii Epic Poem without any Epifodes. — By C— 

B . Printed on a balf-wo/n-out letter, bat 

very richly bound. 

32. !»• 
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32. Inftrudions for a Supplement to Arthur 
CoJlins's Peerage of England. — By L — L 
Stitched in Marble Paper. 

33. Verfes in Praife of Breeding. — By Mifs 
W . 

34. True Magnificence. An Heroic Poem* — ^ 
By the D — of M . Finely bound. 

35. Love in a Coach. A true Secret Hiftory. 
_ By C— V . Stitched. 

36. Second Thoughts beft. A Philofophical 
Treatife, dedicated to a Brother of the Horn. — 
By Mr W . Bound in Sheeps Skin. 

37. The Triumvirate of Converts; being a 
Series of £pi(l]es on Moral and Religious Subje^s^ 
which pafled between L — T— *?r-,. C-rr-r- G— - — » 
and Mrs C . In Boards. 

38. The Efcape. A Satire. Infcribed to L--r 
D M — — , by a Well-wilher to her Lady fliip» 

39. A Letter fent with a Side of V«niibn tQ the 
celebrated Mrs J*-**^ P^^.^*-*^ in tl|e .jPia^^a^ 
Covent Garden. — By L— T~-<. 

40* A Short Treatife concerning Public wi 
Private Charities, proving to a Demonftration, that 
the former are of much more Emolument to the 
Giver than the latter. — By L— £— -^ J— r^. 
Curioufly bound with a Regifter. 

41. The Humiliation. A Poeqa. AddreiTed to 
Ihe Inexorables. — By L-^ G— S— -% Stitched* 

42. A Prophecy that Votes for Members of Par- 
liament will fall to no Price at the next Weftmin* 
HerEleaion.— By SirW Y 

Having folded and replaced this paper in the 
pocket whence I had taken it^ I proceeded to the 
ether. 

L E T^ 
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« DsAR Madam, 

* IT muft be confeflcd you are endowed with a 

* courage and refoJution fuperior to what moft of 

* vour fex can boaft of ^ but you muft give me 

* leave to fay, at the fame time, that in thefe af- 

* fairs we men run much the greater hazards ; in 
« cafe of a difcovcry, our per fons are liable to fall a 

* facrifice to the refentment of an injured hufband, 

* and our fortunes fure to be ruined by way of re- 

* paration of his difgrace; whereas the worft you 
« have to fear is a divorce. The laws are favour- 

* able to wives : the portion you brought with you 

* is either returned, or an annuity equivalent ; and 

* B9 for the little ihame you fuftain by fuch a pro* 

* cedure, it is well atoned for by your being freed 

* from the loathfome careiTes of the man you hate, 

* and at' full liberty to purfue your incnnationi 

* with him you love,— ^Be affured, madam^ Iwould 

* venture much for the continuance of the bleffing 

* you permit me to enjoy j but I find the intercourie 
^ between us begins to be fufpe£l:ed, and you muft 

* therefore pardon me that I yield to neceffity, 

* and refrain my farther meetings with you, at 

* Icaft for the prefent. I was yefterday at court, 

* and heard fome whifpers, that your jealous cox^ 
^ comb would foon be fent abroad : if fuch a thing 

* ihould happen, as I have fome pretty good reafons 

* to believe it will, I (hall return with double tran- 

* fport to your embraces ; till then prudence obliges 

* me to deny myfelf that happinefs ; but at how 

* great a diftance foev^r I keep my perfon, I b«^ 

* you will do me the juftice to believe my heart ia 
^ always with you, and that I can never ceafe to be, 
-• with the greateft fincerity, &c. 

« Philetes/ 
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• P. S. « I wouH notTiavc'yoirtertxJiir any unjuft 

* fufpicions, either of me or your fair friend ; "for 
' upon my foul, I never had the leaft defign upon 

* her in the way you mran ; and yOu will find, 

* whenever it is. convenient for me to renew my 
' devoirs to you, that I like no woman better than 

* yourfelf, -^ Once more I bid you unwillingly 

* adieu,' 

LETTER III. 

• Dear CRfiATURC, . 

* YOUR Damon and my StrrphoHi n we car 
them, are both with me ; they have found ou^ , 
the moft charming place that ever was for us to ' 
fcamper to, whenever we can delude the eyes of 
our impertinent gaolers* If you can find any 
excufe to get loofe ft'om yours, the rendezvous 
agreed upon if tl|^,)>auik8 of the Serpentine River, 
jqft after fun-fet, whence we are to follow our 
leaders where they {hallpleafe to condu^ us. 
Lady Fillup has a route to-night ; you may tell 
your tyrant you are going there ^ but why fliould 
t put pretences into a head fo much more fertile 
than my own i Fail not to come, however, if it 
be not a thing utterly impoffible foyr human wk 
to accompliP) ^ but let us know your refolution 
by the bearer. I am, ice* 

< Co'RlNNA.' 

« P. S. * While I was writing the above, Damon, 
to ihew either his love, or wit, or both, took up 
a pen, and employed it in the inclofed.' 



To my Soul's Treafure, 

aer, fly, — leave home-bred 
/ith thoughts of coming joys fill all your mind ; 



Fly, charmer, fly, -—leave home-bred cares behind ; 

witi ' 



Let 
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, Let finiling pkaiiire wanton o'er your face» 
And kincibag traniports brighten ev'ry grace ^ 
Each vein otmine beats high with love'f alarms, 
Hafte then, and Inll me gendy in your arms* 

* I know I am a bad poet^ but you will find me 
^ a better lover^ and that your charms are capabl,e 
< of infpiring nae with more fire than all the ladies 
* of Parnafllis put together. I am, &c» 

* Damon*' 

The letter of Philetes, and that of Coriona and 
,Damon, being dated on the fame day, difcovered 
to me that the lady who received them was not 
quite- inconfolable for the lofs of one lover/ as fhe 
had another in ftore ; and aifo that (he failed not 
to comply with the inviution of Damon^ and that 
fikis baa dropped her pocket a( the rendestvoiia a^ 
pointed by Cerinna. 

I'fiiftke no queftion Vut the inquifittve reader 
'would be glad to knoH^ the name and rank of (his 
fib much admired lady ; but as I can do ho mor^ at 
moft, than guefs at either, I fliould be loth t6 un* 
pofe my bare and uncertain conjectures upon the . 
l^blic, for fear of a miilake, and being guilty of 
the V/OT& of wrongs, that of prejudicing the cha- 
rafter of an innocent perfon. •— I wifh every one 
would pay as much regard as myfelf to what Shakfi- 
fpear fays on this occafion : 

Good name 9 in man or woman, 

Ji t1be hnmediate jewel of our fouls : 

Who fteals my purfe, fleals traih, 'tis fomediingt 

nothing ; x 

Twas mine, *tis his, and has been (lave to thoufaads ; 
But he who filched from me my good name, 
Robs me of that which not enriches him. 
And make$ me poor indeed. 

Could 
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Could I have formed crcn the moft diftant fup- 
poiition to what place Strephon and Damon had 
condu6led their ladies, I doubt not i)ut my cu- 
riofity would have carried me thtchef, where my 
enquiries might perhaps have gained me the fattsi-' 
faSion of knowing how touch of the nieht thefe 
inamoratos had pafled together, and in what man- 
ner they had been entertained ; but no mention 
being made of any thing farther than the place 
where they were to meet, I was obliged tb contertt 
my felf with what.difcoveries I had made, and fo 
muft the reader a^fo. 

I cannot conclude this chapter without an obfer- 
vation which has conftantly occurred to me when- 
ever any thing fell in my way of the kind I have 
been relating, which is this : As the wife has the 
honour of her hufband in keeping, it feems to me a 
moft ungenerous and cruel addition to the crime oC 
wronging his bed, when by public indifcretion fhe 
expofes him to that contempt and ridicule which 
the world, though without the leaft ihadow of rea« 
fon or juftice, is always Aire to caft upon the huf« 
band of a tranfgreffing wife, 

I know very well, people arc apt to fay, that 
when a woman abandons herfelf to vice, ue pre^ 
featly becomes utterly incapable of paying any re- 
gard to her own reputation, much lefs to that of 
her hufband's ; and that it appears a much greater 
matter of furprife when they fee women, as it 
muft be confeubd many fuch there are, who. With* 
out being criminal in fa<S);, behave in fuch a man- 
ner as to draw on themfelves the fevereft cenfures. 
Though I muft allow that this too frequently hap*. 
)>«ns, yet I cannot agi'ee in opinion with thofe wh6 
feem to wonder it £ould be Co, and look upon it 
0$ a kind of inconfiftency in nature ; I rather ima«^ 
gine that guilt is more likely to infpire circum^ 
ipedion ; — a woman who kmoyn herfelf culpable^ 



ij« THE INVISIBLE SPY. 

I fhould expedl to be very careful not to do any 
thing in public that might caufe fufpicion of her 
being lefs referved in private; whereas aconrciouf- 
nefs of innocence, efpecially in a thoughtlefs difpo- 
fition, may e^fily render a woman unguarded, and 
kfs obfervant of tbofe decorums, which, though 
not .effential to virtue, are doubdefs ncceflary to 
reputation^ 



C H A P. y. 

Turns chiefly upon theSubjeSi ofEdtuatton^ and centain^ 
fomefdiv Things y which the ^Author is apprebefifive 
will not he very (greeable to the Female Part of ins 
Readers^ 

TH-E good or the ill fortune of our whole lives 
chiefly depcrids on the firft bent given to our 
tninds in-youth. — Impreflions made incur early 
years take a deep root within us^ grow up with us 
to maturity, become part of ourfelves, fo that they 
may properly be called a fecond nature, and are fel- 
dom, if ever, totally eradicated. According to 
One of our Englifli poeis^i 

Childnna, likp tender ofiers, take thp bow, . 
And as they firil are fafhion'^d, ftlll will grow. 

For this reafon it js that parents, unlefs they are 
very'remifs incjeedy take fo much pride in the edu* 
cation of their children, bcftowing on them every 
accomplifhment befitting their rank and circum- 
jlanceSf and oftentimes more than will well agree 
with either : yet all this will not do^ there are fome 
previous Aeps to be taken, without which all the 
improvements -we can make from the leiTons of 
the moft able matters, wjll never render us worthy 
the efteem of others, or truly happy in ourfelves, 
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for any length of time. Pride, and an impatience 
of controul, are the firft propenfities difcoverable in 
))Uman nature : if thefeare humoured and indulged 
in their beginnings, which is indeed in our moft 
early years, they will foon become too beadftrone 
and too turbulent to be afterwards reftrained and 
fubjefted to the government of rcafon, by any me- 
thods whatever that can be taken for that purpofe : 
the iirft indications fhould therefore be carefully 
watched, and checked in every inftance. 

I fniiloto think what objections are commonly 
made^ by fome over-fond parents, to Aicb a mann r 
of proceeding. — If I am not miffaken, thefe two 
are the principal ; that to curb children too much is 
apt to break their fpirits ; and that the world being 
fu full of difappointments, that few people efcape 
them when they come to maturity, it is pity me 
poor things jfhould know forrow before their time ; 
~ to both which I take the liberty to make this 
reply : 

( irft. As to what they call the breaking of the 
fpirit. — The due decorum I would recommend, 
ukes no more of the fpirit from the young mafler 
or mifs, than what is neceflary to keep them from 
running into thofe follies and excefles, which, how 
excufeable foever in childhood, render them con- 
temptible in riper years ; as the flcilful gardener 
lops from his tender plant thofe fuperfluous brancht s 
which, if fufiered to continue, would hinder it from 

growing to perfeflion Then as to the iiecond, 

.— Every one knows the forrows their little hearts 
are capable of feeling, make no lafling impreffion 
on them : they will cry one moment, and laugh 
the fiext ; — the contradiction they meet with, 
will only make them fenfible that they neither can 
nor ought to expeA they are to have their will in 
all things i and the trifling difappointments |;iven 
them will enable them .u> iuiUin with fortitude 

thofe 
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thofe of more confcquencc which may hereafter 
poffibly befal them. A hoy is lefs liable to the 
danger of being fpoiled by too much indulgence 
than a girl ; becaufe be is no fooner taken from the 
hurfery, than he is either put out to fchool, or, 
if of a faperior rank, under the infpe(5lion of a 
tutor. 

I have the honour to be pretty nearly related by 
marriage to Lady Plyant, her late hufband being my 
firft coufin. — Uecency obliges me to vifit the wr- 
dow fometimes : (he is a very affable good-natured 
woman, and has, indeed, a greater (hare of under-i* 
ftanding than her too great compliance with the 
cuftoms of the age will permit her to make £hew of. 
She keeps a prodigious deal of company, for which 
reafon 1 fee her much lefs frequently than others 
wife I (hould do; but happening to pafs by her 
houfe one day, when no coach or chair was in 
waiting there, Iventured to knock at the door, aiid 
was glad to be told (he was alone: I had not, how^ 
ever, been with her above ten minutes, before two 
or three loud raps proclaimed the approach of fome 
new gueft, and prefently after, a grave elderly lady 
\Vas introduced. Lady Plyant received her With 
much politenefs, and a great (hew of friend(hip ; and 
after the firft falu tat ions were over, and we bad rcT- 
feated ouffelves, faid to her, . 

Lady Plyann Dear M($. Lbytef, I have not feen 
you this age, and have been quite unhappy in the 
'Want 6f you. 

Mrs L^ter. Dear Lady Plyant, the lofs is wholly 
mine j but I have been fo embarrsriTcd j -^my poor 
girl has been cxtrettiely indifpofed. 

Ladf Plyant. Blefs me f ---Mifs not well, and I 
licar nothing of it f — But I hope (he is better. 

Afrs. Lofter. Perfcdly recovered, madam : fflte * 
will have the honour of waiting on your lady(hfti 
this evening; ihe is gotit to make a ftYt vifits, htk 

pnycd 
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|>rayed hearcifly to find nobody at home, that (he 
might follow me here the fooner. 

Latfy Plyant, How perfcitly kind that Was ! — 
Well, (he ia a charming creature ; you are the 
happieft woman in the world in having fuch a 
daughter C'— I proteft among all my acquaintance I 
do not know any young lady comes up to her; 
there is fomething fo fweet, fo engaging in everjf 
' thing (he does. 

Mrs. Lofter. She is infinitely obliged to your 
lady (hip : indeed I have taken a great deal of pains 
with her; for as I have no other daughter, i (bouid 
never have forgiven myfelf if I had not ufed my 
vtmoft endeavours to form her mind fo as to make 
her as agreeable as poflible to her acquaintance. 

Lady Flyant. Oh, madam, the world muft al- 
low you have; Mils is the dariing of every body 
that knows her. 

Mrs. Loyter. The girl has a great deal of good- 
fiature, madam, and does not want a genius and ca- 
pacity to mingle in converfation on almoft any fub- 
jeSt becoming a young !a#y to be acquainted with, 

I had been upon the wing to take my flight al- 
moft from the momefit Mrs, Loyter came in ; but 
what was faid in relation to her d tughter deter- 
mined me to ({ay till Mifs arrived, in order to be 
convinced how far her perfon and behaviour corrcf* 
ponded with the high chafadter had be.'n given of 
her. At length Mifs Loyter appeared, and I 
ftretched my eye-lids to iheir full extent to take in 
all the charms I had heard (he .was poflcfTed of: the 
girl, indeed, was well enough, but (couli discover 
nothing extraoidinary about her, nor did her eyes 
or air give her any indications of that capacity her 
mother feemed-to boaft of; but as I thought it un- 
fair to give u verdidl on mere appearances, I fuf. 
pended my judgment on her underilanding till I 
bad more fubi(Untial proofs, 
.> Vol. II. G T^ 
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The difcourfe at firft was only on where (he ha(. 
been, whom (he had feen, and how fiich and fuch a 
» kdy was drefs'd : I found Mifs talk'd very learnedly 
on thi^fubjed):, and therefore was ^not without hope 
of hearing fomething from her eqtually lively on 
others of more importance^ JMitoione being ftarted, 
I was compelled to liften:to the feveral aniinadver- 
fions made by thefe^hi^e ladies on caps, Jounces^ 
imd fuch-like. At laft Mifs happening to fay that 
flie had met Mrs, O— — in one of die vifits fhc 
had bean making, I prefently catch'd up the word^" 
andfaid to her, — -* Then, madam, I doubt not but 
^ fome convecfation pafs'd, wiiich jrou will do us 
^ the favour to repeat, as' the lady you mention is 
< perfe6ily acquainted with public affairs, and in- 

* Jeed reafons upon them very juftly.' To Which 
(he reply 'd, * So they fay, fir j but fhe was juft' 
' going out when 1 came in ; and indeed I was 

* heartily glad of it ; for I hate to hear a deal of 

* ItuiF about things 1 know nothing of.' As I had 
a good fhare in the enfuing part of this converfa- 
tjon, I fhall, to avoid cdnfufion, repeat myowa^ 
wards as if fpoken by another porfon. 

Author. Then, madam, you have no relifli for 
polities'? 

Mifs. No, truly, fir :-*— -What. hufinefs have! . 
with the traniadions of kings, and princes, and 
parliaments ? It makes me fick to hear fo much of 
wars, and treaties, and^conventions, and taxes, and 
grievances, and fuch nonfenfe. 

Author. I muft 4:onfei«, madam, the affairs of ~ 
Europe are a little intricate at prefent, and may -be 
puzzling to a lady's comprehenfion ; but I fuppofe 
you are not unacquainted with the hiilories of for- 
mer times I 

Mifs. Lord, fir^ what have I to do with former 

Jutbor. 
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ifuthor. Every one, madam, has to do with the 
annals of the country where they were bom. * 

Mrs. Loyter, Thefe things are quite out of my ' 
daughter's way ; but for all that, I can aflure you^ 
iir, fhe reads a great deal. 

Author. It would be pity, indeed, madam, fe 
fine a young lady (hould be altogether ignorant of 
books : I imagine therefore that Mi fs's genius foars ' 
to a higher pitch, the wonders of the Creation ; I 
make no queftton but (he has read Le Spedacle de 
la Nature. 

Mrs, Loyter. I believe not, fir.— Have you, my * 
dear ? 

Mifs, Not I, truly ; — but I have heard enough * 
of it : they fay there are four voliimes of (t taken 
up with nothing but a defcription pf trees, bir Js, 
beafts, fifhes, and nafty infe£ts. 

Author. What do you diink^ madam, of Fon- 
tcnelle's Plurality of Worlds ? 

Mtfs. O hang it, I was never fo difappointed ia 
my life : I thought by the beginning, when I found 
a gentleman and a lady were taking their walk to^ 
gether by moon-light, fome pretty adventure would ' 
have enfued ; but, good God I the author has made 
•them talk of nothing but planets, and the things ' 
that happen in the (ky. 

Author, I fancy then, Mifs^ romances and novels 
are chiefly your tafte. 

Mifs. I hate romances, they are too tedious ; as * 
; im novels, I like fome-of them well enoui>h, parti- • 
cularly Mrs. Behn's ; but I know not how it is, the 
authors now-a-days have got fuch a way of break- 
ing ofFin the middle of their ftorie^^, that oneforgets 
one half before one comes to t;he other. 

Author, Digreffions,. mifs, when they contain * 
fine fentiments and judicious remarks, are certainly 
the moft valuable part of that fort of writing. 

G % MJi, 
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Afijs. 1 cannot think fo> and I could wiih tbe 
authors wo^ld keqp their fentioients and remarks , 
tQ.^J^niifelves., ox elie baye them printed in a differ- 
ent letter, that qne oxi^ht know when to hegin, and 
when to leave off. 

Author. I prefume, Mifs, you are fond of poetry i 

Jl4i/S' Not very fond j I cannot faj I ever read 
much of it* 

t thought I had now fufSpently founded the ge<- 
xiius and capacity of this young, lady^ therefore 
ceafed to engrofs her any longer to myfelf, and fooA 
afte;^ took my l^ave, fecretly wondering at the 
firange partiality of Mrs. Loyter, in regard both of. 
hQrfelf and daughter. A few hours, however, made 
n^p begin to jiui|^ fomewhat more favourably of 
thefe ladies : ' Thougb Mr&« Loyter,' faid I withia 
myfelf, * is miftaken'in believing fhe has been able 

* to make her daughter pafs for a wit, her endea- 

* vours, notwithftanding, may have had better fuc- . 
' cefs in other accompliihments more eilential to 

^ her happinefsi (he may have made her a good 

* q^conomii?:, and perfcdUy acquainted with eyerf 
^ thing requ^fite for the well managing a family.' 

I had the more reafon to imagine that this young 
la^y was trained up in frugality and good houfe- . 
wifery, as 1 had been told that Mr« Loyter lived to . 
the height of his income, that he (aved. no money^ 
had feveral fons, the eldeft of whom, after his de- . 
ceafe, was to run away with jthe eftate ; fo that it 
could not be expe&ed th^ daughter would h.aye any . 
fortune to entitle her to a hufband at all fuitable to 
the appearance (he ms|de« But as I was always 
willing to be convinced whether my conjectures 
were right or wrong, I refolyed to make an Invi- 
fibleVifit to this family. Juft as Icam^to the 
houfe, Mr. Loyter was going out, and the door 
being opened for him, I flipped in, and went up 
ftairs : the old lady was fitting in the dining-room- 
window 



THTE INVISIBLE SPV- i^f 

wimJow with her fpedbclcB onf, very hard it Work. 
Break^ft was but juft over> as 1 found by the maid's 
removing the tea eqaip&ge, and Mifs'^wa^ gont Up 
to drefs, it feems ; for ihc came down [«^ently 
after, in the fame forrtv I had fecn her at Lady Ply- 
ant's ; ihe ran dire6ily ta the great glatii^ in orcfcr 
to examine how her petticoats hung at the boctoih^ 
and then turned to her mother, and feeiitg what flie 
was about, faid to her, 

Mifs* Lord, mamma ( have you not done mend* 
kig my tippet yet? 

Mrs. Loyttr. Indeed^ my dear, it li paft mending, 
you have torn the lace in twenty places, I believe, 
with thofe ugly pins in ydur ftom&cher j I wUh you 
would take more care of your things. 

Mffs, Indeed I can't be a Oave to my cloaths. 
Mrs, Loftir. I would not haVis you, my dear ^ 
but this vexes me, b^c<^ it iii thfe oMiy handfomc 
crppet you have ^ ydti ntuft t^ti try to thn ydjir 
fkther to give yoir a et>u|lle (rf \jmx^ tb buy ^u 
enother, the firft thxie y«m fliitf hiM Hi h good Ar- 
mour ; for I zSxJtt yai^ t hMre fld H flogleguM^a 
in the world. 

Mi/s. Welly 'tis a fhamefu) thing oht has hbt 
money without askiffg ft>if,whfeil dtiebin a fincy to 
anything: but, mamttui, tHA iibdiii^ be done With 
diis lace i 

Mrs.l^er. It will never matte tip again in the 
Aapeit was ; but I believe I msTy contrive to make 
a handfome tucker of it, 

Mifs. Oh,IfhaHlJkeatuckerofittaftly5 pray, 
mamma, do it as foon as you can. 

Mrs. Loyter. Where are you going, my dear i 
Mifs. I am only going to the next ftreet to Lady 
Lovetoy's, to ask if Mi^ will take a walk with me 
in the Park. 

Mrs. Lo)ter. Do not ftay too long ; your father 

brings company home to-day, and we are to have 

G 3 a great 
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a great clinner. Mr. Bloflbm, and his Ton, jufl comb 
from the univernty, are to be here, fo I would not 
have you out of the way for the world : who can 
tell what may happen ?. 

Mifs, Oh, why did not-I know that fooner I I 
would have had on my new gauze cap; but 'tis no 

. matter, I will come home time enough to change it. 
With thefe words, fhe fnatcbed tip ' the little 
KiufF, and galloped down flairs, leaving her poor 

.notjier poring over the breaches fhe had under- 
taken to re6kify. 

. Methinks I heat how heartil)^ the gay and witty 
part of my readers will laugh at thechara£ler of Mifsr 
Loytej;: they will certainly look upon her as a 
ilalking, flaring, ft upid, notelefs creature ^ a moving 
piece of mere matter uninformed by any foul or 

. fpirit,. wholly incapable of deferving praife^ and 
equally infenfible of contempt :. 'tis true fiie appeals . 
foi-^yet it may not he owing fo much to any d&- 

, ficiency of natute in her, as to the miflaken fond- 
neft pf a mother, who, fearing to give her a mo* 
ment's difcontent, negledled to roufe the native 
lluggiibhefs of her Acuities by any exerciie or em- 
floyment.. 
What therefore can be expelled from a young 

, perfon bred in a fupine indolence, acctiflomed to 
have her will in every thing, and fcarce taught the 

. difference between good and evil, but that fhe mould, 
all her life, aA as chance, or as her own undiflin- 
guifhrng fancy Ihall dired ? — Blefs all fober aoi 

^ taking, men from a wi£e of this cafl t 
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CHAP. VI. 

The Author expe£is will mate a ftdl Atommeni to the 
LaSesfor the too much plain Dealings asfome of 
them may thini^ of the preceding Chapter. 

WOMEN and wedlock ave the common topics 
of ridicule among men, whoy without one 
ipark of genius or capacity, imagine chemfelves 
wits, and fet up for fuch : but whatever either 
they, or fome who . even have a better way of 
thinking, in other things, pretend to alledge againfb 
the fex, it i> very, evident, and muft be confefled, 
that Nature has endowed the minds of many wo** 
men with as great and valuable talents as ever ihe 
beftowed on men. 

. Numberleis are the examples wbicb- might be 
brought from the records both of aacient and n»o«- 
dern htftory^ to prove the truth of thi» aflertionj^ 
but I (hall content my felf with mentioning, only a 
few, y«t enough to make thofe unworthy maligners 
of a fex, to whom they know in their own hearts 
they are indebted for all the convenience and h^« 
pinefs of their lives, take ihame to themfelves, and 
bluih for what they have (aid. Who is fo igno- 
rant as not to have heard of the fam*d Cornelia of 
Rome, — the mother of the Gracchi, and the wife 
of Brutus, — the learned Hypatia of Greece, — 
the Boadicea and the Cartifmuda of ancient Bri- 
tain ? But 'tis needlefs to look back into fuch 
diltant times i— the wife of the late Peter the Great 
ef Mufcovy, — the imperial heroine of Germany, 
— Seigniora Laura of Italy, — — and the prefent 
queens of Sweden and the Two Sicilies, are no lefs 
public than fhining proofs of the capacity of a fe- 
male mind. And even here there are not wanting 
G 4 fome- 
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fome, 1 may fay, many ladies, who in private, and 
almoft obfcure life, ace pofTafTed of qualifications 
that might add kiftre to the higheft ftations. In 
fine, there 15 nothing more certain, than that if the 
Womcir^ geoetaUy fpeaking^ are kfs knowing than 
the men, it is oaJy becaufe they are denied the fame 
advantages of education, and the miftaken mothep 
laviflies her whole cares in embellifhing the pretty 
perfon of her daughter, and gives no attention to 
the cultivation of her underftanding. 

I am happy in the acquaintance of a lady whom 
1 ihall diflinguiih by the n?me of Amadea ! ihe had 
been married very young to a gentleman whom ihe 
tenderly ]ov«d, and by whom ihe was no lefs be* 
io\ed ', but had the misfortune to lofe him at the 
age of tweMty-five, and was at the fame time the 
mother of three daughters^ the eldeft fcarce fouir 
years old* The land eftate, whicii was very confi«- 
dcrable, defcendcd to the next male-heir or the fa- ^ 
mily ; and all the perfonals, with a jointure of font 
Kundredf)er annum, to the fair widow -, and each of 
her children five thoufand pounds. 

The firfl three years of her widowhood fhe lived 
the life of a reclufe, feldom fiirring out of her own 
houfe, except to her devotions, or when the tictxC^ 
iity of her affairs obliged her \ nor did ihe, with her 
mourning, throw thid referve entirely off: though, 
it is now full thirteen years fmce her dear buiband's 
death, jihe neither vifits nor receives vifits as for- 
merly, but confines her converfation to thofe of hef 
kindred, or very long and intimate acquaintance ; 
never appears at any public diverfion, and rejeds 
even the firft mention of proposals for a fecond 
marriage, though feveral very advantageous ones 
have been attempted. 

All her care has been turned on the^ education 
•f her children^ and all her pleafuf es centered in 

obferviog 
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iri>iefving th6 improvements they «niie by the uv« 
ftrtKS^ions given to tlveiii: -^ ihe had never fufiered 
their infancy to be frighted with idle ftories of {pi* 
fits and hobgoblins, Aor amufed with fairy tries*; 
from their moft early years ihe awak'd reaibn in 
them, and contriv'd it fo, fhat e?ejii the litde fportt 
ibe indulged them inyibduld Ibme way ^ other be 
conducive to that great end. 

As they grew bigger, (he had matters to teach 
them mufic and dandng, the^ French and Italian 
languages, and as much of the Latin asi was fuf- 
ficient to make them (peak and write Engliih pro- 
perly ; but thefe politer ftudies were not to take sp 
•wl their time ; the oeconomy of domeftic life flie 
Idok'd upon as too neceflary a qualification not to 
be well attended to ; fome hours in every day were 
fee apart for needle- work j and whenever the table 
was to be fiirnifhed with any thing extraordinary, 
they were fure to be pat under the tuition of the 
cook, and frequently afSfted her in fhofe parts df 
ber bufinefS) which were the moft delicarteaad leaft 
laborious. 

Thus defirous of enriching their minds with 
every ufeful kind of knowledge, it cannot be fup»- 
pofed that books ^ere out of the queftion ; no-, 
each of thefe young ladies takes upon her, io her 
turn, to read to the two others the whole time 
ilfhey are at work. But above aU other things, 
this difcrect mother was ftudioufiy watchful to 
prevent the pride and tittle vanities, (6 incident to 
human nature, from taking too hH hold of their 
young hearts r betimes fhe taught them, that no^ 
thing concerning thertifelves, except the cmbel- 
lifhmentsof thcrr minds, was worthy their atten- 
tion : that all cares relating to drefe or perfon, be*, 
yond whatcleanlincfs and decency required, were 
fuperfluous and^filiy; and that every Wiftuie 
wafted at the'toylet would rob them of fome ad>> 
G 5 ' vantage 
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vantage they ini|ht ortierwtfe receive* I am .WtM 
aware, thofe ot my fair readers who have beea 
brought up in a dtiFefent manner, which, by the 
way, I fear are much the greateft part, will be apt 
to cry out againft' the conduct of Amadea ; they 
•will, perhaps, fay» they wonder the poor girls are 
xiot mop'xl,. and tnat they mull certainly be dull^. 
(iupid creatures : but thofe who think thus, need 
only have a fi^ht of the young ladies- to be con- 
'Vinced of their Qitftake: nothing can be more 
Irvely and fpirited than all the three fifters ;. 
/miles of innocence and joy dwell for ever on. 
their fices, and denote an innate chearfulnefs and 
fatisfa£lion, which all thofe hurrying pleafures, 
fo eagerly purfued by others, have not the power 
of beftowing. 

I madc.fcveral Invifible Vlfits to themiift their 
own apartment, and I know very few things ca- 
pabfi^ of giving me a more fincerfi delight than I. 
took in obferving their behaviour, at times when^ 
they, thought themfelves entirely free from all in- 
fpedlion, and had no occafion to put reilraint up-- 
.on their words or ac^ions^ Never did I find them. 
lollingQiUof window, or confulting their lookos. 
motions in^ the great glafs ; never heard them, 
complaining they were not permitted to be firft 
in every new famion 5 never wifhing to be in the 
Mall, or any other public place; never wan tonlji. 
p'ggUng about love or lovers : never quarrelling: 
^ith each other, or ridiculing the foibles of their 
acquaintance. Sometimes I caught them playing/' 
and iinging to their inftruments ; at others, amufing 
themfelves with pradliflng feme new dance, and 
not fcldom bufily employed in needle-work for tht 
life of the family;, and at the fame time making, 
fuch iiemarks as occurred to them on fome pafr 
fage or other in hiftory: in a word, I could per? 
ceive nothing but what gut. me in, mind of the 
. • thre^ 
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three Graces, who, according to one of our poets, 
are adluated by but one foul, and that, all harmony 
and fweet contentment. 

The truth is, Amadea never makes ufe of any 
aufterity : the precepts (he gives them are only en^ 
forced by her own example, and delivered in fuch a 
manner as to fteal themfelves upon the mind, and 
kave no need of any compunftiofl from, authority $ 
Co that one may truly fay, 

Wifdom appeari in her* ib bright and eavy 
They hear with pleafure, and with pride obey. 

Happy the children who have fuch a mother * 
Happy^ the mother who has children fuch as thefe ! 
Fam perfuaded many examples of this kind might 
be found, if parents would be at the pains to pur- 
fue the fame meafures Amadea did, Jind inftil into 
their offspring the principles of virtue and wifdom 
before they knew what was meant by vice and 
folly. 

OC>C^>C50<X>0C^<XXXXXX>O<X)<^^ 

CHAP. VII. 
Contains the Recital of an Adventure^ which ^ perhaps^ 



will not be found tefs interejling for its being not al- 
together of fo Jingular a Nature as fgm£ others in 
this Work may have appeared^ 

I Was orre morning taking my InvifiBle progref- 
fion into thofe pleafant. fields which lie behind 
Montague-Houfe, not with the leaft vie w<vf making 
any difcovfries, for I could expecft none in that re- 
tired place, but merely to enjoy the benefit of the 
frefli air, I had not walked many minuies, how- 
ever, before I heard the tnead of fome perf9ns 
clofe behind me; I ftepped afide to-let them pafe, 
and faw. tbat one of them was Narciflij the only 
daughter, of a.gentkman who^ lived' in that neigh- 
G 6 bourhoodf 
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bourbood : the perfon who accoihpanied lier wa» 
ber maid, as I foon after found by the following, 
dialogue between them. 

N^djffa. Indeed, Betty, I think Capt, Pike (hews^ 
bijt little love to let ts be here before him. 
. Bitty^ Ob, madam, you Should confider ths^ 
gentlemen in his poft are not always msifters of 
dieir time : you know he faid he came to town on 
alFairs of the regiment, and fomething, perhaps^ 
may have happened ; but wha^ver it is that de- 
tains him, it cannot be for want of affe&ioa ^ I amr 
£o certain of that, I would pawn my life upon it» 

Narcija. You are Very confident, Betty, to offer 
fuch fecurity for a man you have never feen but 
twice in your life. 

Bitty, if I bad never feen him but once, madam, 
I have feen enough to make me know that he lovet 
you to dt{{ra£Uon: poor gentleman, if he ihould 
jQot^ fucceed in his addrefles, I am fure he has rea* 
fon to curfe me. 

Nardjfa. Curfe thee, Betty !— why curfc thee ? 

Betty. He might never have feen you if it had 
not been for me. Don't you remember, madam, 
bow I teaz'd you to go into a fhop and buy the laft 
new play ? he was luting reading when we came 
in, and 1 fhajl never forget how he threw down the 
pamphlet he had in his hand and ftared at you^ 
and how he figh'd ; poor foul, he loft his neart 
ff om thaf very moment ; — then how he followed 
us into the Park; and how he trembled when he 
afk'd your leave to join us ! 

Nardjfa, Pifli, that might be affeftation, 

Betty. No, madam, no fuch matter ; the tongue 
.may deceive one, but the eyes cannot. And then, 
when you were fa good to give him a meeting 
afterwards in the walk by Rofamond's pond, how 
tenderly he exprefled himfelf ! for my part, my 
heart melted at every >vord he i^d* 

fTardJpu 
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Nt^iijgk, He can talk moviBg eDOug^ that'« cer^ 
tftin; but yet, Betty, I ought not to be too hafty 
in gjdring credit to a man I kaow fo litde of, or 
what dehgos he may haA upon oae. 

Betty^ Nay, madatft^ I think you know as mucb 
of him as you can do witfaoik being: married to 
hitn. Did not he tell you his same was Pike^ 
an4 that he was a Captain of Ccdonel *»»*»»*'s 
regiment } As to his defigns, you cannot doubt of 
^heir being honoijrabky as ' be begged ]k>U' would 
fKrmit htm to vi&t you^ and aik youvfathei^'s leave 
to make his addpefles. 

Narcijffa. Ah, Bet^, I wiA fuch a* thing could 
be, for he \s a prodigiouf ptretty man f but it is inw 
poffible, you know my faJier bates a foldier, ca]la> 
ahem a pack of locufts ; beiides». he IMS' always de* 
iigned me for Mr. Oakly. 

Betty, Ay, madam, and will mako yov have 
Mr, Oakly too,, or leai apss in Hell,, if you* don't 
take care to prevent itv 

Narcijfa. Heigh-ho ! 

Betty, Never figh, tfiadamy. but jefblve*. 

Narciffa, On what ? 
. Betty ,r To run away from a forced marriage ; to* 
exert the fpirit of a true-born £ng)ifhwocnAn, and 
lie your own provider. 

Narcijffh. How thou talkeft \ 

Betty. I talk nothing but reafenv madam ; but 
kere comes one who I fan^ will be able to urge it 
more eiFeflually. 

The perfon whom {he bad bees fo ftrenuoufly 
pleading for now appealed ; he was a tall wellk 
made man, and had a good foldierly afpeS ; but 
yet I thought I difcovered fomething about hinoi 
that fhewed he had not always been accuftomed to 
wear the rich cloaths he now had on ; there wanted 
that eafy freedom in his air, which denotes the 
|i:ue-bred gentleman ^ and I pccfently fet bim^own 

lA 
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m mjr tnind, either for an impoflor, er one wtioiv 
fbme lucky chance had elevated far above his birtH. 
He4ippFoached Narciffa-with a b^bow, and after 
taking hold ofonecf hei%and8 andkiffing it with- 
tfae greateft fervency, addrefled her in thefe terms : 

Capt. HovrmiferaUe have I been, mf angei, in 
being kc^t thu9 long from your divine prefence ! 

Narciffa. 1 do m>tdo«ibt» fir^ but you* havse^ been 
letter engaged* 

Caf>i% Cruel fuppoCtion ! Hovr can yea lb fir 
wrong me, as to imagine that the whole world has 
^ny thing in it I (hould put in competition with 
the bleffing I now enjoy i But the m^or of our 
regiment is irrtown^^and unluckily fent for me this 
morning ; we fobaflterns muft obey our commandi* 
mg officer; but Lhope in a few months to be a 
colonel, and I fhall then have leifure to lie ^ter^ 
nally at your feet.. 

Betty. Ab, (if, I am^ aftaid' before that time 
my lady will be obliged to have fomebody elfe lie 
at her feet» 

Narctjj^* Hold** your prating, huSy, Who gave 
you the privilege of fpeaking ? 

Bmy, Madam, the pefpeft I have for you will 
not fttffeF>m9 ta be fiient. I tell you nothing but-^ 
the truth, fir ; my lady will be forced to marry a 
man to whom ihe has^e greateft averfiom 

Capt^ O Heaven ! fo near being tocn from* all 
my hopes K And can you, madam, can a lady of 
your delicacy fubmit — — 

Narcig^. Sir, this foolifii wench talks fke know^ 
not what :• — ^I mav live fingle if I pleafe. 

Capt. Live fingle ! Heaven forbid. No, Nature 
endowed you not with fuch fuperior charms but 
to blefs fome man, who, by his abundant love^^ 
might make him worthy of them. Oh^hatl were 
€be bap^y he { 

. N<xrdffa%- 



Varcijfa. Think not of k. Captain ; my father 
would never give his confeht to any one but ^he- 
ferfon he ha$ made choice of for me,, muck lefs^ 
would he endure to it^m^ wedded to ag^ntlemaiio 
of the army^ 

Caft. And have you too tKat fmplacable aver« 
fion to a faih and croflet ? 

Naraffa. I will not pretend' to fajr I have;, t 
think the army our only fecurity in. time of war,. 
and the greateft ornament to our. country i» time 
of peace. 

Copt. Gh then, if I could flatter myfclT there 
was nothing in my perfon more difagreeable to you 
than in my funSion^. I fhould have nothing len t^ 
kzi, 

Narciffa. Yes, indeed; you wou!d, fir, a great 
deal ; for I aflure you, if 1 married you, my father 
would not givje me a^gtoat.. 

Capt. Let him keep- his dirty^ tralh, I defpift 
money ; the commiffion. I enjoy at prefcnt will 
keep us above contempt, and I have money in the 
Bank ready to purchafe the £rft vacant command^ 
of a. regiment. 

Narciffa. Can you imagine I; would give myfcif ' 
to a man who has but juft begua; to tell me that, 
he loved me? 

Capu My whole lift fhall be but one conlinued" 
fcene of courtfliip ; be aflured I (hall not be the 
Jefs, but infinitely the more vour adorer, hy. being 
your hufband ; oh then be juft to my ardent pafE6n> . 
generoufly put an end to my defpair. 

Narcijpi. Blefs me^.what. would, the world fay of^ 
fuch a thing }: 

. Capt. The wife^madiim,, defpife atl forms. D& 
not kings and princes marry thofe they never Uvi 
before ? Befides, the late proceedings ot the legifla- 
ture lay yoa under a neceijQty ofcoming^toafpeedy; 
Xicfolution. 
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Set^. Afj madamj remediber the a<Sl. 

Capt. Ay, madam, confid^r how foon that fa- 
Iftl Monday will arrive, which takes from you tht 
power of Aiatching fromiAifery the man Who lovt^ 
you more dian life,, and would facrifice every thing 
jor you. 

rfardja^ I muft confefs,. Captain,^ your offeN 
in^ to take me without a fortune demands fomc 
|rratitude on my part ; and if — but no more, — *^I 
fee a lady yona^r whom I would hot wifii Ihould 
furprifeus in this converfation^ this evening yosh 
ihall know my final lefolution. Where can ( 
iend to you ? 

Capt. I have an appointment with feme young 
officers' this afternoon at Will's Coffee- houfe,.. 
Whitehall, and fhall there wail my doom with the 
ihoft- ardent impatience ; but before you pafs th6 
ientence of my fate, think, oh thmk, my life or 
4eath depends upon it^ 

Narcijfa^ Well, well, be eafy^buf go. 

Copt. I muft obey; may love and all its powers 
plead for me ! 

He faid no more^.but turned away as his miftreGi^ 
had commanded, and paiTed on to another part of 
the field, while fhe advanced to meet the lady Ihe^ 
bad mentioned ; but Betty, who was heartily vex^d 
at this accident, could not forbear crying out as 
they went alon?, -^I wondep what could* bring. 
• Marilla here V 

The words were either not heard, or not regard-' 
cd by NarciiTa, who, I couM perceive by her looks^ 
was little lefs difconcerted ; flie met her friend^ 
however, with a ihew of gaiety and fatisfa<5tion^ 
^nd as foon as they came near each other,, faluted 
her in thefe terms : 

Narcijfa. My dear Marilla ! 'tis a wonder to- 
fee you in fuch a place as this \ you uicd to be an 
enemy to all foiitary walks. 

Marilla. 
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Marilla. So I am ftill ; but I have been at your 
houfe, and was told you were liere^ focame iiv 
mere good-natuie te hinder yoa from indulging, 
melancholy y but I find I might have fpared myfelf 
that trouUe. Pray who was that pretty fellow that 
left you jttft now I 

Namjfo^ I know not ; he only came up to us^ 
feeins; nobody elfe m the place, i fuppore, to afk. 
which was^the neareft way to Ckeat Ruilel»flreet.- 

MariUa^ Ralher ta afk the way to a lady's 
keart, who Iwes not^ far from Great SuiiTel-ftreet*. 
Oh, NarcifTa^ youi cannot deceive me: I could 
eafily^ perceive at the diftance I was, that he did 
not part from you with, the air of a man who had 
no other bufinefsthaa to askfuch an: impertinent 
queAion :. befides, I muft tell you^ that you are a 
very ill diilembler } your blulhes declare that he i& 
a lover ;. I know well enough, that youi met him 
bere by appointmeitt.«-*Prkhet kt me intOkttewholB: 
of the fecretw 

Narcifla ftill periifted in her ficfl aflertions. but 
die other feemed aot to give cuedit on that fcore^ 
and, aiTumiag a more feriowf air, fpoke thus: 

ManUok 1 perceive,, my dear Narciila, I am not 
thought worthy of your confidence, tho* I am verjr 
tertain you have not a ficiend in the world who 
wUhe^your happinefa with more fincericy tbani do». 

Narciffit^ I believe it, my dear, and am muchi 
•bilged to you \ but you would not have me telt 
lies to fKew my gratitude. 

Marilla. Well, well, I ftdl itfgc you no»far- 
ther, and ihould not have been fo impertinent to* 
take an.y notice of what I faw, but for the tranf- 
port it gave me to imagine you might now have an. 
opportunity of delivering yourfelf from the danger 
•if being forced into a marriage with a man whom I 
have heard you declare £6 great an averfion for>. 
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Naniffa* And fuppofe the thing were realljr 7» 
you have taken it into your head to fancy, would^ 
you have me difoblige niy fathei; by-marrying yftiXh*-^ 
out his confent ?: 

Hdarilla, Yes, when he will give his* confent tOK 
nobody but one with whom you muft be mifer*^ 
able : for befides the diflike you have to the 
^rfon ofOaUyy'^his temper is fuch as would break 
a. woman's heart im t^vo months,- You know I am 
very intimate with* his fiihT,. and cannot avoid; 
feeing oddities^ in his behsviour- which have niad6 
xne tremble for you a thoufand times. 

Nardffa. I cannot think. my fethep will ever gO' 
about to compel my inclinations^^ 

Marilla. Oak])& is o£ another opinion ; for I can 
tell you he makes no fcruple to fay^ thatif ]^u da 
not marry him^ you will marry nobodjii ;, there* 
fore^ without diving into the fecrets of your heart, 
let me advife you,, mf dear creature^ not to lofe- 
the (hort time allowed you, but if you- have anv 
«ffer iefs difagreeable to you than Oiddy> accept it 
at.once >. three days hence it will vbe out of your 
jower,- 

Narciffa. But, my deaiv^diarnian tha^ iirwoirtb 
having will have awoman without fortune H 

MmlUu If. I were a man, lihouldtaJl you tfaaf' 
your pecfon was a fufficient fortune, afid I do not 
doubt but tJiere are a great many who would 
think fo; but you have two thoufand pounds left 
you by your grandmother, independent of your fa- 
ther, and I dare fay if you were once married, and 
the thing paft recal, he would forgive it ; confider 
you are his only daughter ,,and both your bn>ther» 
are provided for, the one by an eftate, and the other 
by a good preferment in the church. 

What anfwer NarcifTa would have made I know» 
Bot ; it began to rain very faft^Jo that the ladie» 
were: obliged to motod their pace, and make all the 

bafie: 
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vSaffe they could out of the field 5 Manila took thc- 
firft chair {he met with, faying it. would be dinner- 
time before {he {hould be able to-get drefs'd ; Nar- 
ciiTa and her maid ran home through the {bower, 
and I followed, not only to take {belter, but alfo to 
hear the refiilt of the young lady's determination on 
'^hat had pafled between her* and Capt^ Pike. As 
foon as they had plucked oS their wet hats and ca« 
puchins, and Narcifla bad a little i^fettled herfelf,. 
file faid to-her maid, 

Narcijfa. Well, BeUy, this has. been an oddr 
mornings 

Bitty. I hope if will prove a lucky/ one, madams; 
. but I am. glad you^did not tell MarAia any thin^ of 
liie m^tterv 

Narciffa. She was fo pleafiogjtbat I had half a 
mind ; but when I coDudered how great {be waa 
with Oakl/s fUler, l^ugbc it was better te 
Jceep her in ignorance. . 

Bitty^ Much better^ indeed, madam.. But pray ' 
what do you* refolve to do about the Captain ^ 

Narcijfa^ Why I muft e'en have him, I thinfe»- 

Betty, You made him»akind ofpromife to {end> 
to him. 

Betty. I dfd {b^* and' wilbkeep it ; I will write 
to bim this-moment,. before any. company xomes to 
prevent me. 

Bitty. You are in the pight^ madam > these is^ 
jiothing like the time prefent. 

To Capt PIKE. 
♦Slft^ 

^ I {bould beguiltyofaninjiiftieeboditamy/el^ 
^. and you,. not to be fenfibleof the proof you offer 
^ of your {Incerity ^. I find in it, indeed, all that 
^ can be imagined, and much more than could be 
^cxpe&ed of love^ honour^ and generofity; anfl 
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^ hope I ihali hereafter ftand excuied to my father 
^ and the world ,^ for taking a ftep excited by gra-*- 

* ti tilde, and approved of by my reason ; meet mr 

* thecefore to-morrow morning at eight precifely^ 

* in the Piazza next King-i^reetrCoveat Garden^ 

* where 1 will put myfeif under your prote£lion, 

* and be conduced, by you to whatever place yow 
^ fliall judge moft proper for the ceremony whici> 
*' fhall make me eternally yours.. 

* Naucxssa/ 

Having fealed this billet, (he gave it to ber maid, 
iirith a ftrid charge to fend it by a trtifty meflen« 
ger ; on which Uie gkl replied^ *' YtSy madaniy 
^ you may depend on the fafe coAveyance;, for J 

* will be t*ie bcarcp of it myfelfc* 

What farther chat paffed between the miftrefo 
and maid, was too infigniftcant to be repeated, nor, 
indeed, did 1 iiay to hear much of tt^ havings tl* 
j«ady gained all that was necefiary for the prefentv 
h fhut my Tablets, and retired on the firft oppor-- 
tuiiity I found for my leaving the hbilfe*. . 

As it was plain to me» however,, that Bet^ wa» 
deeply intereAed in the conceffion Narciffii hwt 
niade to the captain, and I had aifo Gitat fuipicioo' 
that he was not in reality the perfoa be pretended 
to be, I refolved to go in the evening to the c<^ite- 
iioufe^ and be witnefs of his behaviour on re-^ 
ceiving the letter Betty was to brings According- 
ly I went and found him ther^e^not, as he faid, itt 
company with young ofHcers, but fitting alone ia 
a corner of the room with his hat very, much 
flapped. — A few minutes after I came in, a 
waiter called aloud to know if one Capt. Pike 
was there ; on which he ftarted up, and anfwer^ 
rng to the name, was told, a gentlewoman at the 
door defired to fpeak with htm ; he went baftity 
#ttt,.and I puriucd hia fteps,^ not doubting but it 

waa 
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uras the emiflary of Narciflfa; as foon as he faw iC 
iKras ihe, he cried out in fome furprife, 

Capt. What, fifter, are you come yourfclf? Yott 
(bring me no bad news, I hope. 

Betty. No, iio, the beft you can eirpcft ; but 
<walk this way^ ^tis not proper to ftand here to talk, 
-i— For Heaven's fake ! why did irou venture to ap- 
point fuch a public place as this/ 

Capt. Nobody knows me here j my Captain never 
Atfes this houfe. But tell me, how goes our affair? 
Bet^. £.arely j &e will have you, here is her 
promife -under her own hand. ■ By this time 
ithey were got about the middle of Scotland-vard^ 
^here Betty having given him the letter of Nar- 
xifTa, heitopped to read it by the light of a lamp at 
a gentleman's dooi-^ and as foon as he had finiihed 
<cried out, 

Capt. This is brave, indeed, -and nothing fure 
was ^vcr fo lucky as our fixing to-morrow for our 
wedding; for the captain went to Hampftead this 
morning with a whore he pick'd up in the Park the 
other night, and wiJl not be in town thefe two 
d^ys 4 fo I fliall have all that time to myfelf, ^nd 
x:an get at what cloaths and Mntn I want. Bur, 
my dear fitter, what ihall I do with this girl when 
I have married her f where muft I carry her ? 

Betty- That is what I come to ulk about. You 
rnuft take a fine lodging for her, and orJer a hand- 
ibme dinner to be provided at fome tavern or other; 
every thing muft be done with a grand air, that 
ihe may fufpe& nothing till after you have con- 
summated. Hah, brother! 

C^z/>^ But, Betty, 1 have no money; all wiil go 
wrong ftill, if you cannot help me out. 

Betty. Nothing would go right, if it were not 
forme; you may thank God for having fuch a 
filter, you might have been a foot*fo]dicr elfe as 

long 
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Q«ng as you lived ; hut there is no time to beloft.t 
I have brought .you four pieces, and I believe that- 
will be fuiEcient for every thing ; go and buy a 
ring, and (ecure a lodging immediately. 

Capt. You may be firre I fhall iiot fy\L But 
harkye, Betty, take care fhe brings the writings of 
her two thoufand pounds, and all her jewels. 

Betty. Ay, ay ; — iheikall leave nothing of va- 
lue behind her, I'll engage. 

With thefe ^ords they feparseted, and I went 
home, heartily glad that I had made this difcovery, 
and determined to fave Narcifia, ifpoffible, from 
-themisfortunefhewas fo near fallingjnto ; to whick 
-end I fat down to my efcrutore, and immediatdf • 
•wrote to her father in the following tenua : 

To JOHN **♦♦**, Efq. 

< s r R, 

* The fliock I am now about to give you cat 
"* only becxcufed by its being done to prevent you 
'^ from receiving a much greater, and more lading 

* one. Sorry am I to tell you, yet fo it is, your 

* daughter Narciffa is on the point of utter de- 

* flruSion : fhe has promifed, and is refolved to' 

< keep her word, to join herfelf in marriage with a 

* wretch, who, tho' of the moft abje£i: rank, in 

* order to feduce her innocence, aflumes the cha- 

< radler of a gentleman, and calls himfelf Captam 
"* Pike; Betty, her waiting-maid, is fifter to the 
'* impoftor, and has been the c©ndo<3:r^fs of the 

* whole villainous defign^ every thing is prepared 

* .for the accomplifhment, and to-morrow h the 
** day fixed ; hut I hope this intelligence wM reach 

* you .time enough to prevent fo irremediable an evil. 

* i am, Sfr, your unknown well-wifher axid humble 

* fervant/ 

Having 
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having fent this away, and /ully difcharged what 
<iny honour and confcience reprefented as a daty» £ 
iUctered myfelf with rthe expe^ation of feeing the 
aext day treachery and deceit receive the mortiHca- 
,tion they juftly merited. 

^tjp %jf wjp ijrTjr wm 

CHAP. VIIL 

^Contains a 'brief Account' of the EffeSls produced hy the 
good Intentions of the Invtjible Spy ^ with fomt other 
fuhfequent Particulars, 

TH O' I had not the leaft roorn to doubt but 
that the information i had given the father of 
Narciflfa would have all theiiicceks I wiih*d, yet I 
xould not. avoid being extremely xurious to fee ia; 
what manner the perfons concern*d would behave 
on this occafion.; accordingly I Avent to the houfe 
4he next morning about releven, expeding to find 
^at the maid had been turned out of doors, the mif- 
trefs in tears for her difappointment, and the old 

fentleman rejoicing in the thoughts of having faved 
is beloved daughter from undoing herfelf. A fer-. 
•vant happening .to be at the doer 4-eceiving fomc 
ihoes fcom a.fellow who had been juft cleaning 
them, I gained an eafy acccfs. Finding nobody in 
the lower floor I went up flairs, but the fame foU- 
tude reigned like wife there : I ^hen proceeded a 
ftory higher, and there faw only a fervant-maid 
ftvecping out ^ rcom, which, by a toylet being fet 
out, I judged was the chamber of Narcifla : I was 
iiery muchXurprifed.to find every thing fo quiet in 
a place where I Jook'd for nothing but confuiion, 
and flopp'd on the flairs to conflder what might be 
the occafion ; when on a fudden I heard the ringing 
of a fmall bell, and prefently after faw a footmaa 
i*tKming^haflily up^ I followed him where he went, 

which 
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"wlrich was intcxthe chamber oFNanciiik's ^ker^ 
^ho was not yet up, but now catted (or hm doatbs» 
JU he was piittmg them oih he caft his cyeson the 
table, and feeing a letter He there, a&ed bis maw 
when, and from whom it came: to which he le^- 
plied, ^ Sir, it was left for you lafl: night by a por- 
^ ter; but as yon came hom*Jb late^ I woukf nor 
< diflurb you with it7 

I was afioniibed on fitidmg that this was no 
'Other than the letter I had fent to him^ but mofe 
troubled, that by the delivery of it being delayed, 
poor NarcifTa had ^len into the trap laid for her : 
but if I, a ftranger, could be fo much afieded, 
'what agony muft rend the tender father's heart f 
Scarce had he gone through the half o( what I bad 
wrote, before he cried out, cafting at the fitme tboe 
9 look full of defpair and rage upon his fervant. 

Father. IlKfated wretch i what mikhie^ what 
ruin has thy negledi brought upon me and my fa* 
mily ! You imagined- I was drunk laft night, I 
fuppofe ; but had 1 been fo, here is enough in this 
letter to have brought me to my fenfes : but go, 
run up to my daughter's chamber, fee if flie be 
there. 

Foctmmz. Sir, (he went very early this morniog 
with Mrs. Betty, and is not yet come back. 

Father. Nor ever will, I fear : the intelligence 
this brings is too true, I find. Run to Mr Oakly 
and my coufm Johnfon's, bid them both coikie 
this inltant ! fly ! and, do you hear, bring a coach 
with you 5 if I can recover her before confumma* 
tion, her ruin may yet be prevented. 

The fellow went on his errand, and the old' 
gentleman in the mean time stamping, biting hi» 
lips, and (hewing all the marks of an inward dif* 
tra^ion, made an end of putting gn his cloaths, [n 
order to go in fearch of his loft daughter, when the 
gentlemen he had fent for fhould s^rrive ; but t 

fiaid 
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Kaid not to hear what method would be purfucfd 
for that purpofe, as thinking it of no moment, and 
that it would be better to return again in the even- 
ing, when I might probably hear what fuccefs had 
attended their endeavours. 'Fhe time I chofe for 
going, was as late at night aslt" thought I might get 
an opportunity of entering ; yet the difcenfolate 
father was but juft conre home : his two friends . 
were with him ; they (aidall they could to alleviate 
liis forrows, but it availed no more than preaching 
to the winds. They had found out, it feems, 
where the marriage was performed ; after which 
they went to all taverns, coffee^ouies, and other 
public places which they heard were frequented 
by officers, to enquire concerning one who called 
himfelf Capt, Pike, font could not receive the leaft 
information of «ny one who bore that name; and 
all the confolation the old gentleman had for the 
pains he had taken, was the cruel certainty that 
his dear daughter was mevitably undone. 

Though 1 faw very littleprobftbility of my being 
able to Jeara any tiding more at this hcrufe than t 
had already done, ^et 1 could not forbear calling 
there conftantly -every day; and at laft, by this 
dint of continued application, I became acquainted 
with the whole melancholy fecret of Narcifla'^ 
fate, almoft as ibon as the family knew it them- 
felves. The pretended Captain had managed every 
.thing according to the direction of his fitter. As 
foon as the ceremony was over, he had conducted 
his bride to very hand fome lodgings, where an en- 
tertainment fuitable to the occafion-was provided ; 
and the poor deluded young lady, feeing nothing 
but what ferved to make her fatisfied with what (he 
had done, in return for his imaginary generofity, 
made him a prefent of her two thoufand pounds, 
:^hich was in India Bonds. 

Vol. II. H Her 
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Her contentment might, perhaps, have lafted 
ibnie little time longer than it did, if flie iiad not 
prqpos^'d waiting on her father, to implore his for- 
givenefs and blcfling ; on which ihe /impoitor, 
paving now got his ends, thinking it needlefs to 
contmue the deception any longer, confefTed that 
he .was no more than a private man in the. army,; 
but told her that iie was now treating with his 
Captain for his difcharge, and would ypurchafe .a 
commiiEon with ibme part of the money ihe had 
given him ; and added, that 'till thefe two points 
were accompli(h'd, it would be altogether im- 
proper to appear before her father* 

J*^arci0a fell into the utmoft diftra£lion on this 
eclaircilen>cnt, vowed not to live with a wretch 
who had put fo bafe a trick upon her, but would 
jgo home to her father, who ihe doubted not 
would find means to punifh fuch a flagrant piece 
of villainy. He only laughed at her reproaches, 
and faid, that as fbe was his wife, fhe had it not 
in her choice to leave him. Betty alfo now threw 
off the chara£ler of a fervaiit, and affuming the 
authority of a fifter, pretended to rebuke her idle" 
prating, as flie infolently termed it.. 

She found an opportunity, however, of making 
her eTcape, and fled for refuge to the houfe of a 
near relation, who, on hearing her ftory, under- 
took to intercede with her father j which he did fo 
fuccefsfully, that the old gentleman forgave and 
took her again into favour. AH poflible meafures 
were taken to fet alide the marriage, and compel 
the impoftor to refund the money Narcifla had fo 
unwarily beftowed upon him ; but as he knew the 
law was too much on his fide, having not married 
her in a falfe name, though under a falfe cha- 
rafter, he carried things with a very high hand, 
would part with nothing, not even the jewels flie 
had left behind, but even threatened to commence a 

procefs 
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{Tocefs agunft any one who^dttaimSl lier perfoA. 
n fine, all that could be done w«s to get him to 
Tigni articles of reparation ; after wUtca Narciffii 
retired into the country, where I hear ihe refol?es 
to wafte the whole remainder of her days in a 
melancholy contrition for the raihnefs of her un-. 
.|;overned condud:. 

I muft not forget to let my readers know that 
Marilla is fmce married to M^. Oakl/^ with yrhotip 
as I am credibly informed, fhe was long paf&onately 
in love, and on that motive ufed the utmoft of her 
endeavours to ftrengthen the' ave^fioa her fair, 
friend had for him* 
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The Author fiaiUrs himfelf will be no unacetptabb 
Prefent to all thofe of the Fair Se^ywho are either 
truly innocent y or would preferve the Reputt^tion of 
being Jo. 

5^5g)8(H E N a young :woman,'of what rank or 
§ VV ^ degree foever^ indulges herfdf \n a too 
S S great freedom of converfation witlM>ne 
^^3(S^)@( of a loofe and wanton behaviour, ihe 
cannot wonder that thofe who are witnefles 
of their intimacy :4hoM|d £ufpe<£l her guilty of the 
fame inclinations.; and • that though perfe£l]y in« 
nocent of the faults of her companion, (he is made 
an equal partaker of her ftiame. Women, who 
are either born, or reduced by accidents, to 
low and indigent circumftances, excufe them- 
felves by faying, that the neceffity of their af- 
fairs compels, them to keep an acquaintance with 
E:rfons whom they find it their intereft to oblige, 
ut if this be an infufficicnt pretence, as cer- 
.tainly it is^ lince there is no intereft which ought 

to 
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torhe put in competition with rqputation; what can 
bealledged in behal£rof ladies of fortune and qua- 
lity, who have it Ia their power to cbufe their com- 
^ny, and it cannot be fuppofed would converfe 
with any whofe manners they did not approve ? 

In fine, there ia no^ne error in condu^> which, 
according to my opinion, the fexin general fhould 
be more upon their guard agatnft than this ; for the' 
ibme, dazzled with thepoarpof fhow and equipage, 
may be weak enough to imagine, that ta appear in 
public, or to be known to have an intimacy with^a 
woman^of a polluted fanoe^ provided (he be a peifoa 
ef condition, will bring no blemiflt on their own 
charaders, or be of any prejudice to their moral8> 
yet that fuch. an* intimacy is extremely dangerous 
to both,;may be ViCry eafily.demonftrated« 

As to chara£terv — If the world IhouM beTnore* 
iilent than it ever was^ or ever will be on fuch occa- 
fions, it cannot be expefled^that a-woman^ who has^^ 
thrown oiF all regard. for her own honour, fhould 
have any for that of the perfon fbe conveefes with,, 
or would even wiih they fhould be thought pofTefsM 
'4 of a virtue fhe isentirely deflitute of herfelf:^— no»oA 
^iithe contrary,fhe will rather have jsecourfe to all the 
wicked artificesfhe may be miflrefsoi^ to caft a (bade 
over that brightoefs whicb would iie»dei her own 
deformity more coAfptcuoua.^ Bat this b not the 
worft danger to which.aa innocent perfon iseaipc^ed 
by keeping company witb a bad woman ^ we are 
. told,/rom an unquelHonabte authority, that iti^faard 
to touch, pitch without being defU'd ;. aad cectainly 
there'' 18 nothing more euidenfi, than- that vice iiata^ 
jially lofes great, part of its horroi^ by becoming^ £a*> 
miliai: tat)^ fight. The chafteheart^.whtch fhudiiecs 
at the bare repetition of iadeceot aSions, byaccnf^ 
toming itfelf to be.witneis of them, ceafe&firH to 
wonder^ and by degrees to detefl them ^ andrthor^ 
LwiUnotbeiauflchariuble as to fay^ that the miiidB 
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, IS always corrupted by fuch a communication^ yet £ 
will venture to affirm, that the manners will be fo.. 

I know very well, that the timid modefty 1 would- 
: recommend, as the fureft guardian of a virgin*s ho- 
nour, has for many years been exploded j and that 
. fince fome foreign cuiloms have unhappily been in- 
troduced among us, to be capable of bluihing is look'd 
upon, by thofe who pafs for models of politenefs, as^ 
an indicationof the wantbothof wit and good breed- 
ing. This audacity of behaviour being fo much the 
• mode, it is not a little difficult to diftinguifli betweeib 
.thofe who feally purfue the dictates of a licentious^ 
inclination,, and thofe who put on a ihew of it merely 
,to comply with the example of others ; and aperfoft 
who judges of a woman by whsd he fees of her in 
public, runs a very great rifque of being miflaken*. 
'Often has my opinion been led aflray in this point,. 
«ven in regard of ladies with wlf^nn I was moil in-- 
timately acquainted, and faw ev ry day ; nor did I 
ever dare to give a chara£ter of any of them till my. 
Selt of Invifibility afforded me an opportunity of 
prying into the fecrets of the alcove. 

Corifca and Emilia are two celebrated beauties ; 
they are almofb equally followed and admired by the 
men, but neither of them were ever jealous or en- 
vious of the praifes given to the other.; and therevi^as 
Dncefo exceflive a fondnefs between them, that they 
.were fcarce ever feen afunder» Corifca has been mar-, 
lied fome years ; Emilia has not yet been prevailed 
xpon to part with her liberty:, but tho' there is this, 
idrfference in their circumitances^ there haa been too 
much appearance, upon «xa£l fimilitude, in their 
liumours and conftitutions ; I fay, in appearance,^ 
ibr 1 have fmce difcover'd that light and darknefs are 
not, in fa£):, more widely diflant. 

Corifca, long before (he became a wife, was Jook'd. 
upon as what they called a female rake ; feme therei 
Veie,^ however^ who imputed what ibe did only to-/ 

the 
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the too great vivacity of her humour, and would 
Bot believe her guilty of any real crime ; but far the 
greater number were of a quite different opinion; 
and indeed the little regard fhe takes of her family 
fince her marriage, the public contempt with which 
ihe treats her hufband, and the frequent quarrels fhe 
has with him in private, but too much juftify the 
worft character that can be gWen either oJf her oeco- 
nomy or her chaftity. Yet, notwithftanding all thisy 
there is a certain fomething in her air, her wit, and 
manner of behaviour, fo engaging to both fexes, that 
fhe has always been, and ftjll continues- to be, con- 
itantly vifited by perfon^ not only of the beft for- 
tunes, but of the beft reputations, who chufe rather 
to feem blind to her faults, than deny themfelves the 
pleafure of her convcrfation. It is, beyond all dif- 
pute, a very great pity, that a woman, fo plenteoufly 
endowed by Nature with every qualification to (Hew 
Virtue in its moft amiable* colours, fhould, thro' a 
flrange depravity of principles and inclination, make 
ufe of all the fine talents fhe is miflrefs of, only to 
varnifhover the foul face of Vice, and give a plea- 
fing afpecS to the deformity of Sin and Shame. 

The beautiful perfon of Emilia,' her fprightly wit, 
her good humour and affability, rendet'd herthe dar- 
ling of all who knew her : they beheld with an in- 
finity of concern her intimacy withCorifca; and 
thofe who, either by proximity of blood, or a loiig 
• acquaintance with her, thought themfelves privi- 
leged to offer their advice, did it in the (bongefl 
terms, and fpared naremonflrances that might pft- 
vail on her to break, off fo dangerous a communica- 
tion ; but £he wasdeaf toali thatcould befaidtoher 
on this fubjeft : it was her misfortune to become 
the miftrefs of her own actions at too early an age 5 
what fortune fhe was pofleiled of was in her ov^a 
hands; and as fhe was intirely independent on her 
friendsj would not fubmit tp lie direded^by them. 
H.4 ^Si^ 
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In jufticetothis young lady's chara<S:er, howeveiVf 
I mull fay, and flaall. hereafter prove, that there is a* 
fund of humour and virtue in her foul fufEcient to 
have made her.Iook with contempt and deteftationi 
cii the condu<ft of Corifca, and to have oblig'd her^. 
if not to break off all converfation with her, at leaft 
not.to appear with her in public, or to make one in. 
any party of pleafure where {he wasengaged. But^„ 
alas! the feeds of thofe noble principles for a time- 
lay dormant in b<r; choked up with the natural le-^- 
vities of youth, and the modifh exjcefles of the age,, 
they had not.power to fhoot forth into a6tion : in- 
nocently wanton, and in()olently gay, fhe faw not' 
the danger to which ihe exspofed her perfon and re- 
putation, becaufc fhe thought not of it, nor gave- 
. herfclf the pains, to examine, what^^fnares might 

foflihly be fp read for her; birt fufFering herfelf to > 
e continually, hurried from one amufement to- 
another, never confidered or refle^^ed on any thing 
farther than the prefeat fatis/adlioa. 

I have beenthus particular in defcribing the cha-- . 
ra£ler and humour of £milia, becaufein thecourfe 
of my rambles I have found too many others of the^ 
fame giddy bent, v/ho, without the leaft propenfity: 
to ill, have heedleily run into adtions which have 
involved their whole/uture lives in diihondQr : thefe.- 
have reafon to pardoo this* digreiSoA, efp^cially as 
it has not been.tedioi&s ; and I fball now return ta< 
Ae adventure which occailoned it. 

Among the many. Invifible Viflts, which for ^ 
confiderable time together.I had made to the apart- 
ment of this celebrated Corifca, I happened to be 
there one morning when Eavonius and Falamede 
were with her: the iirft of.thefe gentlemen is of a 
very amorous inclination,^ and. known to be what 
the world calls well with her :. the other, though 
..g^yand lively as Mercury himfelf, has beenreftrain'd 
: c^her through want of inclination to her perfoli, or. 

kift; 
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Bf» frkndttiip ta Fav^niaSyfrom attempting COtake- 
2M)y private libirties!) and feldom vifits her but ia^hi^ 
company*. The dilcourfe. they, were^ eagag^ in,, 
wheit I fiiA broke ia upon then,- 1 found was on a^ 
fu\^& o^too uifling a nature for meta'Tpread m}% 
Tablets for the reoeptioa of ^foJihall make no^re-- 
petitioit of any things which were 6ii 'uU*tbeen^ 
tcanoe of £inili«y who cam» im foon after... The 
firftfalutations w«re no^fooner ^ver^.thanCoiifcay 
taking her fondly by^ the iand^ fpoke thus :: 
. Cortpa^ Dear creatose,^ thi»-i» an^ excefss ofr 
goodnefa in you to come thus, early ^X did notex-^ 
{l^yo^^''^ti]l dinnerwtime;. 

Emiliiu Indeed^. my dear^. J nerer waited'onryoo' 
with^-fo iU a will^ non> cameionan errand fchdifi^ 
greeable to^ my^ inclinatbn ^, fev }v have but^juit^ 
lim& to^ tell'yoa^ thai I aordtpmedof therpkaaU&r^ 
Lpropofed of paffing the whole day wltbyoir^. 

Gorifca.. On what^occafioni!:: 
. Emiliom The mtoft-Ainluci^oiiecthartcoald'Kayo' 
kappen'd : . an oidiau&t of* mioo ha» taken^it inta< 
&eF.head to quitJier-rookeryj^andhen-'botAfeiB th^ 
€oumi^^and cometo ftace-aodhe ftajted a^tJn. town : 
flie arsived I aib night,.JU!id' font me> word ibe niu(i 
aeeds (be me this morning ; decency obliges(«ne to 
go ;. fBe is^my; godmother,. and^beflde^yihe^ is rich. 

Corifca. But cannot you make ibme excufe to 
feavcher.asrfoan%as youhavepaidyi^tkrGDmpUments? 
lihaU have all the world hece this aftenioofi^. and 
would not ha¥e yoa.abrenf'upQii any /core; 

Emlicu It cannot be avoKledi^.m&pcetends to 
fisMtt a^'huge-^fondndfs^fov me,^nd I know-wiil de- 
tainme, with a thou/and rmpertinentdeclarations^of 
it, 'till<bed'»time;;i0^,my> dearv- adieu for th^is^ whole • 
tedious dayt;; to^nu)rrow> I hope,, wi 1. atone for 
thi» vexatiorti Gcndemen„your fervaat^. 

la fpeaking thde lofttwords Ihe turiv'd upen her 

hid^^d raaout of the. room : but notiahaIUly,^but 

li S^ that 
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diat Palamede, with one ftride, joined her zt tHet 
door, and led her down ftairs } and in the mean timer 
Corifca, looking on Favonius, faid to him t 

Carifea. I pit}& poor Emilia; the impertinent 
fondnefs o£ an old relation is almoft as^ great a. 
mortification as the faucy indifference of^ a young 
fellow one likes. 

• Favonius, The beautiful Corifca, I tja Aire, can? 
never be in danger of experiencing the latter of 
tbefe vexations. 

To prove the fincerlty of this affertion be clofed 
It with a ftrenuous embrace, which Corifca returned ; 
there was time for no more \ Palamede came back^ 
a(nd Favonius, with a fmile, fpoke in this manner : 

Favoniusi By the fpkarkle in your eyes, Pala- 
mede, I (hould imagine the piece of gallantry yoii< 
have fhewed to Emilia has been.moce thanoj^inav 
rily well received.- 

Palamede. This-and all others I have yet had in^ 
my power to treat thatlady with, have been too^ 
trifling to deferve much notice from her» 

Favjonius* Oh, every kind ghnce gives tranTportc 
to a man in love ; you muft know,, madam, I have 
found out that Palamede is deiperatdy in lovawith. 
Bmilia. 

Corifca^ Indeea ! and do you allow the chaige^ 
Palamede ?. 

^ Palamede. Not altogether^/madam ; I am not^ab- 
fdluteiy in love, but confeft J think Emilia an ex- 
/ treme fine girl, and have had fome very odd 
dreams on her account. 

Corifca.. What hinders^ you then from making 
your addrefTes to her ? 

Ptfi7w^^(f*- Why, 'faithi madam, to confefs the 
truths I was afraid of not fucceeding on the terms I. 
wifh'd.to do; and as for marriage, the circuncirtlances- 
of my eftate require I fhould make choice of a wife 
withamuchlargerfortune thanEmilia ispoflefs'd of. 

Favonius^ 
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Favonius. You are perfeftly in the right, Pala- 
ttiede ; a good fortune with a \9kk \y abrblutdy 
ncceflary for a man of pleafure^ as \i enables him 
to make handfome prefents and entertainments to 
thofe women Jie may happen to like better. 

Corifca. So^ Palamede, you durft not aflc EmiKa 
the queftion, for fear of meeting a rebuflF from her 
9ver-fcrupulou9 virtue. » 

Palamede. That is indeed the cafe, madam. • ^ 
• Cortfca^ Then you are a fopl : not but I bdievc 
Emilia is perfectly itinocent as yet 5 but what is in- 
nocence, what is virtue, what is hbnour, whenibl)- 
pos'd to love and incKnation ? Do you not Jcnow 
what Mrs. Bchn, who lAuft be allowed to "be a 
perfe<ajudgp of nature in oiir fex, fays upon this 
occafion ? 

i -• 

Oh curfed Honour,, thou who firft did'ft damn 

A woman to the fm of Shame ! 

Honour I who taught to lovely eyes the art 

To wound, and not to cure the heart ; - . 

With love t 'invite, but ta forbid with awe^ 

And to themfelves prefcribe a cruel law. 

His chief attributes are pride and fpite,^ 

His powV is robbing lovers of delight. , . , ^ 

Honour ! that puts our words,, that (Kould be ,frce. 

Into a fet formality ! 
Thou bafe debaucher of the gfen:r6us heart. 
That teacheft all our looks and actions art. 

What Love defign'd a faCred gift. 

What Nature made to be pofTdfs'd, 

Miftaken Honour made a theft. 
Thou foe to Pleafure, Nature's worll difeafc ! 

Thou tyrant over mighty kings, 

Ik gone to princes' palaices. 

But let the humble fwaintgo on 
Ih the blell paths of the firft race of man, 

That ncarell were to Gods allied, , 

And, form'd for love, difdain'd all other pride. 

H. 6 The 
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' The emphatic accents^-and gpacefitl manner with^ 
whijch Corifca pronounced thefe lines,, adding to^ 
the beautji: of the ppefry^ firuck.fo much. upon the- 
hearts of the two^g^ntlemen, that *they could not^ 
forbear clapping their handsy and crying out feve- 
lal'^times, * Encore, Encorje,,. charming Corilca l^ 
Gn vrhich (helaugh'd heartily ^and reply^, 

Ccrifijtk I want none of rthefe theatrical teilimoH 
nies of approbation ; I would only convince Pala- 
mede^.from aa unqueftionable authority of our.- 
.Sngltfh JSiappho, . that when . a^oaia» loves, no ■» 
i^onfideratioas are of force to reftrain :h6r from aA- 
. j|ng up to the dictates o£ her paifion*., 

Raiamede^.Kfi^ madam,.Jf I could flatter myfelf 
with, the hopes of beih^ioved by Emilia,. I ihouldi 
have. nothing, to apprehend.. 

Corifca. 1 will not pretend 'to tell you ihH'ftc^ i»^ 
fi) much in love as not^to be able to eat, drink, or- 
fleep for. the thoughts of yoift^ ; ,but I have heard heir- 
fay a thoufand times over, J believe,-, that you are,, 
without j&xeeptien« theiprettieflrfellow iiuhe^whole; 
town; thatyouT'drefe th9 befti and- have iometklng^- 
peculiarly ag»eeablc in your arr and -manner of be- 
haviour ; and* on ^ the ftrength -of thiay. and Ibme - 
other indications I have (A^rved abbut her, J dare 
venture.. to= affirm^ that. yoa. are far from being- 
indifferent to her, and that fhe would be no leis 
pleafed than yourielf^with anopportucHty of-being^^ 
entertained by^you. in private, . 

Palarmde*. Ltcar madam, you. make me themoft. 
tranfported man alive. But by what means can 
fuch a thing be brought about ? fome.fcheme mult; 
be laid for that puiipofe. . 

Cmjca.. Nothing moreieaCy ; I have it* all' in'4ny , 
head already ; fbc wili goany where with me 5 we^- 
flial! be togetherto- morrow ; you too (ball come in- 
as if by accident, and propofe going to take the air- 
ML.the .other fide of the water ^ there isi a houfe the 
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mod commodtotifly fituated that can be ; — good^* 
gaidens^ good wine, good every thkig* — Fa¥onius; ^ 
i» w«U acc^uaimed with^tbe place. 

Fceomius. I fupppfe yoir« mean^ that kept ^f* 
Mx«. ♦*♦*»**. . 

Corijca. The fame. When wehav« been there * 
fome time, and it be^ns^to draw near the hot»r pro- 
p^r to thinlrof >going home,.yoa.(haU dtfcharge the - 
coach,.jmd pretend die fellowrgc^ drunk. -and went 
away without your knowledge ; ^there will be ^ na 
ppffibility of> procuring, a vehicle ta bring us to-^ 
town, efp'ecialfjr atinight \ Favoniay muft bre-con- • 
tent to do*penance widv me in loitering about the 
gardens,- or in fomething or other,. *t!lf morning,^, 
while you make the moft of yoirr time wrtfa Emilf^tv 

Palamedi'. Excelletit, my charming^ Machiavel ^ * 
Biit how fliallhveprevail^on Emilia to be ieparaited^ 
from her dear Cofifca ? -r 

Cortfca.' Le2LWt that to^'mymanagenrent^ flSe- 
fliall (ufpeftj' nothing of the txiatter ^iM (he fkids • 
hfcrfelf ^Onewith you^ andr then it-wiH*be youe' 
jbufinefe to make her^tisfied withbting foi* 

' Palamedt: Kind- creatm-e \ where feafl 1 finJ^ 
words to thank this compaffion to a fufJering lover ? ' 

C&rifca.^ Never tfoubleyeur&lf' about thanks ; > 
good . a£tioHS$ they fay, j-eward themfel ve8r> 

Favmius^ As for my ^rt, I (ball defer -tbofe ac- - 
knowledgement» which^youK^excedsofg^odfiefs de- - 
mands from me, both on my ow4i fcoro and that of ^ 
my friend,^ »till townorrow- nighty , when they (balks 
make part of that agreeable pcnancel am ta perform^ 

This fpeech of Favonius- paved the way for a.« 
converiation^onformable enough- to the characters' 
ef the perfons engaged ia it ^ but I am certain^^ 
would not«be well reli(k'd by that part of my rea- 
ders which! am moft ambitious of obliging^ I (halt • 
therefore clofe the fcene, as indeied I did foon after . 
my. Tablets^ and qi^itted the apartments of this fair? 

libertine^ 
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libertine, in order to retire to i»y own, and con*- 
template at leifure on what I had feen and heard* 



CHAP. II. 

Rrefenis the Reader with the Cataftrophe of an Advent 
iure very Afferent from what the Beginning may 
have given him Reafon to expeSf. 

TH O* I had thought myfelf too well acquainted 
with the principles and. incJ (nations ofCo- 
rifca, to be at^ll furprifed at any adi of licentiour<* 
nefs fhe could poilibly be guilty of, yet 1. cou4d not- 
defend my» fenfes from being feiaed with the ex- 
tijemefl; fhock, on finding fhe could be bafe enough 
to condefcend to become the inftrument of others 
pleafures, and betray.the innocence of a young lady 
fpr whom ihe had as much friend {hip as is con- 
ftftentwith a woman of her. character ; — ^forgetting, 
all this while what the good old poet, Mr. Philip 
Mafiinger,. tells us onan.occafionfimilarto this of 
Cprifca and Emilia, 
i Virtue and Vice in one: {6k point agree :— ^- 
Each would be glad all like themfelves jnight be. 

In ruminating very wifely, as I then imagin'd, on- 
whatCorifca had faid to Palamede, I muftxonfefs L 
entertain'd fufpicions* not at all to the advantage of 
poor Emilia; I fancied that fhe had in reality con- 
fefs'd a paffion for that gentlenvan, and CoriTca, in- 
forming this contrivance to bring- about a private 
s interview between them, had done nothing but 
what (he was convinced in her own mind would be 
highly fatisfadory to her fair friend. It was never 
my cuftom, however, to place an entire dependance 
on conjecture, whether my own c/rthatof another- 
perfon ; fo refolved to be as convinced as my Invi^ 
fible InfpeSion could make me. Accordingly the. 

next 
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mxt day in the afternoon I girded on. my preciou9 
Belty. and went to the houfe of Corirca» Emilia 

was not yet come ;..but jufl as I arrived I heard 
her give orders to refufe admittance to all of her 
own fex except thatlady, and alfo to all thofe of 

the other except Eavonius and Palaroede. 

As I. doubted not but 1 (hould be able to fatbbm 
the whole truth of this a£Fair» by the converfation 
that would pais between thefe two ladies while they^ 
bdieved themfelves^ alone together, I was extremely 
impatient for the approach of Emilia^.and equally, 
rfjoiced when I faw her enter. The firil falutation* 
they gave each other were fuch as might be expect- 
ed from pcrfons who mutually profefsM fo warm 
and tender afriendihip; thefubje£ls they afterwards 
talked upon were not of any cOnfequence ; not one 
word of Palamede nor the pr^eded tour was men* 
tioned ; on which J abfolved Emilia from all blame 
on this account, and was forry I had ever wronged 
her. But the lefs room I had to condemn, thegreater> 
caufe I had to pity her,. and to deteft the cruel plot 
contrived, and fo near beingputin execution again(t. 
her virtue; bait I had no time to indulge medita* 
tion ; the gentleman pre/entlyxame in ; . the propo- 
fal, as agreed upon between- them and CorifGa,waa 

' immediately made; the ladies gave a ready afient; z> 
hackney-coach was ordered to be called, and every, 
one feemed equally.on the wing to be gone. 

The reader will now perhaps imagine, that it 
being eafy to fee into the end of this- affair, there, 
was no occafion fonany farther enquiries in rela^ 
tion to it^ and that curiofity had received its ut^. 
moft gratification'; but I happened to be of a dif- 
ferent way of thinking ; I fincerely pitied Emilia^ 
and could not help being defirous to fee how flie 
would refent the bafe artifice pradiifed on her when 
Ihe fhould difcover it, and alfo how Corifca would-. 
«ondu£t.the plotibc had contrived.. It was no dif- 
ficult/ 



»6&f T a E^ 1 5f V r S IB LBS F Y^V 

fitidt mattor for me to knovr the boufe they: ^ 
gtung to^ both by the defcriptioii I had heard giveis 
of it the day before byrGocifca, ami alfo4>yL whar 
I had. been told' by other people concerrang \t» 
•commodiouffief^ foriatfigues fo Ina iboaer fottnd> . 
a hackney .-coach wasrorde^reds than:! hafiily quatteds 
ihe poilJ was in, made tho belt of my way to the 
place of rende2UK)U9^ ^ot iharei before theiBi tooki 
Up. my fiand atthe'entrancejjaw theni'alig^ znii 
foliowedthenarintoa well-Airnifhed fpacioui roonv 
io- which. they were uiher'd by a fpruc« waiter. 

Wine and biscuits were immediately ferted up;: 
and the conipany,^fter having refreflied themielvesi 
with.this Ikile regale, weivt to walk in.- the ggr^ 
deas> which I found indeed very. pleafant, .well^laidt 
out into pfirterres^ and k^ots,?. and* larger, thann Ei; 
could have imadned; Favenliis kd Coctfca, and/ 
Palaaaede had Emilia by the bandy. who» during; 
diis promenade^ took,the opportunity efventertakv-' 
iiig herewith many tender fpeechea^vbut intep^*' 
mixed viuth^nothing.that the moftchafte.ear migb^• 
not have liften^ to without a blulh upon the face*. 
I was forry, however^ to obferve thatibe. receiv'dw 
what he faid with a certain* knguiibinent.' in her^ 
eyes, which emboUIen'd hUn to go on^ and made- 
ine fear that he had indeed it iecretafcendenc^: 
over her. uncautious,, unfufpe^ting heart. . 

On their return into theiioufe,a^blo was fpread . 
with every thing that could ei^cite the appetite or^ 
exhilarate the fpirits >..|he>chearftilnei5 and«good> 
humour of theguefts gave a^oiible reliih to-the re — 
paft ; wit and ip^jirkling champaign crowntd the.' 
board ^ and tho' the ladies allayfd the too great po-'- 
tency of the one by the affiilance of water, yet the - 
ofher flow'd w-ith no left ftrength and. vigour.-. 
After fome hours had been pail^d in the height of • 
g|iety^Corifca on a fudden looked upon>hef watchy,. 
imd afluming^a more ftiious air than ihe was ac*- 

CttttoiBot;' 
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Guftomed to wear, told the company that it wa$ 
near one o'clock, and they muft thinlc of depart- 
ing for London ; to which Favenius replied, 

ravonius. Among all the ridiculous things man- 
kind Was ever guilty of; I know none more fo thaa 
the having fet their wits to work to invent a ma^ 
chine, and then fubnritting to be governed by it. 

Corifia. There are many other laws, as well as 
tills, by which the filly world have bound them- 
• felves to go contrary to the primitive rules of na- 
ture and inxilination, indulging byftealth only thofe^ 
pleafure^-which they were born freely to enjoy; 
but however, all thefe cudoms, difagreeable as they 
are to people of real wit and fpirit, muft m fome 
mcafurebe complied with, or the ftupid vulgar would 
prefent^y accufe us-of irregularity and indecency; 
Palamede^ I look upon every one here, niadani, 
to be above the centres oC- the vu%ar, yet I will 
not pretend to enter into any af»guments on that 
Isead ; and dare anfwer for Eavoniu8, as well as for 
myfelf, that he would not prefume to detain yoo 
a-moment beyond the time you think proper to go, 
Emilia, Indeed, gentlemen, I think, and I be- 
lieve Corifca does fo too, that to Ihiy any longer at 
this time would rather diminidi'thaa add to the fa* 
tisfaftion wc, have hitherto enjc^yed^ 

Favomus, After fucha declaration, ma4am, any 
farther prefltires to the<:ontrary, on our part, mi?ht 
juftly be looked upon as impertinent and trouble-- 
fome :: it:i» certainly your. province to command^ 
cuirs itxiplicitly to obey). . 

In fpeaking thefe laft words, he went out of the 
lodm with Pakmede^ as \t might befupppfed t» 
difcharge the reckonings of the houib \ but in» a fe\^ 
minutes returned, and with^a feemiag concern in 
their faces faid, that the coachman^ either by hav- 
ing got drunk or miftaking his orders, had gone 
«iKay faofl^&er he had fet tbem down 3 on whicb 

Corifca 
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. Gbrifca afFe<Slcd to be extremely furprifed, zaf 
Emilia being really fo^. they both cry'd out at thr 
fame time, 

Cori/ca. This is the oddeft accident fure thatevep 
happen'd. 

Emilia, Blcfsmc f which way fliall we get heme T 
Palamede* As for going home, niadam, it is a- 
. thing q.uite out of the queftion ; we have enquir'd,i. 
and there is nopoflibility of procuring.eithercoaclif 
chariot, pofKchaife, or any fort of carriage what- 
ever, *till the morning breaks ; fo, ladies, you mufe 
content yourfelves with being our guefts for the. 
icmainder of the night- 

Cbrifccu Well, fmce it is fa, we nrruft e^eii make 
a. virtue of necei&ty, and divert ourfelves as wdUs 
vre can. 

Palamede. It would bean unj^donablc vanity 
m us, madam, to imagine that any thing; in our 
converfation could compenfate for the want of/ 
•'^Uf repofe ; we will therefore order a bed to be 
^^. ready for you two ladies, whiie Favomus and 
aiyfelf watdi the approach of day^in: order to pro-*- 
:vide a vehicle to carry us to towa. 
. Cgrifca., No, no, by no means'; we will all fiiarcr 
the fame fate ; it would be ftrange, indeed, if four 
|>eople of tafte and fpirit could not find fome way 
to am ufe each other fox the fp^ceof 'one night 

While ihc was fpeaking^.. a-cencert of flutes, a- 
hautboy,., a double courtal, and fome other wind - 
mufic, on a fudden filuted their ears j — on which 
ihe cry'd out, 

Cdrifcus Hark I mufic ! if iti continues, it wM 
very well atone for the lofs of a few hoursflecp. 

Emilia. Nothing ever happened fo fortunately 
for me ; I love mufLc as Llove my life, efpecially 
of this fort. 

In fpeaking this fhe ran haftily to ^thc window 
Afld threw up the fafli,^ in order to hear the fevcral* 

InftrAK- 
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mftniments more dl(lin£tly ^ Palamede foUow'd^ 
and they both feetn'd abforb'd in a moft profound 
attention for fome minutes, which ^avonius ahd 
Corifca obferving, took that opportunity of paiHng 
foftly behind them, and flipp'd out of the room. 
Emilia turning her head prefently after, with a de- 
fign, as I fuppofe, to fay fomething either to the 
one or the other, was furprifed at feeitig neither o£ 
them there, and cry'd out to Palamede, 

Emilia. Blefs me ! what is become of Favoniua 
and Corifca l. 

Palamede. I know not, madam; perhaps they 
are gone down into the garden, to be nearer to the 
siufic, which £eems*ta'proceed from the lower end 
©f the walk. 

Emilia. Very likely ; they might have told ust 
kowever ; but fince it is fo, we will follow them. 

Palamede, With all my heart, madam % but firft 
Ifiermit me to reveal a fecret to you^ which you ou^ht- 
«o be told, and my breaft has long labour'd with 
an impatience ordifcoveringv 

Emilia. A fecret I: What fecret can you- have 
with me that would be worth lofing one note of 
this mufic toliften to ? 

Palamedt* I hope you will be, of another opinion, 
madam, when I ihall tell you that the whole hap* 
jjincfs of my> future, life, aiid even my fours eternal" 
peace,, depends upon it. 

Emilia. You may tell me what yoa will, but I. 
fliall believe nothing, of the matter ;.. fo let us re- 
join our friends, . ^ 

It is not fo much, by what people fay, as by the 
maimer in which they deliver themfelves,. that the 
fincerity of their words may be guefs'd at j and I 
was heartily glad tofind,.both by the looks of Emilia 
and the tone of her voice, that (he indeed had more 
inclination to do as (he had propofed, than to flay. 
juid fuffer h^rfelf to be entertain'd by Palamede in 

the. 
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the way fhe might eafily. perceive he was about t0» 
do it. The difcreet intentions of this young lady^^ 
however, could avail her but litle in her prefent 
fituation ; Falamede got between her and the door 
as fhe was endeavouring to go out, and throwing, 
himfelf upon his knees before her, and at the fame* 
time catching^ fait hold of both her hands, faid to* 
hcf^, 

Falamede^ No, charming Emilia !' I Have not fo 
long languifhed for an opportunity like this to let it 
novf efcape me ! you mult, you ihall hear me. By 
Heaven. I love you !- love you to the moft raging 
height the pafEon can infpjre ! For many, many 
tedious weeks you have been the only object of mjfr 
nightly vifions and waking thoughiK,— and— ■ 

He was going on,, but Emilia interrupted h!ni- 
by replying, in thefe terms, accompanied with, an* 
air full- of refi^ntment and confufion-: • 

Emilia, Fye, Palamede, this raillery is imperti- 
nent and innpid,. and what 1 could not have ex- 
pected to be* treated with by a-perfon who has-tber 
cbaradler of good fenfe and breeding 

Falamede. Cruelly urged l.oh could you fee into 
my heart, you would find it all devoted to you ( 
fjevoted ta you. with ^a. tendernefs fo perfedi as caiv 
be equall'd by nothing but the charma that have- 
fabdued it. Frown not, adorable Emilia,, nor 
ftrugglc to get looft 5 for by all my hopes,, never 
will I quit the grafp I have taken of you,, nor rife- 
from the ppfture I am in, 'till : I have convinced 
you of the fincerityi as'well as>ardency, oftha 
£ame you hav£ kindled in me. 

£W//>. Srr, this nofiuFnaf declaration is^little- 
confiftent with that refpeft which, is always- the at- 
tendant of an honourable pafHon : if you had, in- 
deed^ any thoughts of nrre^of the nature you^pr^ 
tend, I zm no reclufe, and you might have founder 
cxore pfjop^r feafon to acq^uaint me with them. 

FJalamtii^' 
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^Talamedt. The paf&on I am inflamed with, is 
ji^ot of a nature to fubmit to the dull forms ol^ferv'd 
by vulgar lovers. Beiide8,..what feafon can be more 
£t for love than night, the friend of love ? Turn 
jjrour eyes towards thewindow,and beholdthe filver 
jEnoon, with all the thoufand twinkling ftars ; Tee 
Jiow fweet, how mild.they ihine, with what bene* 
sclent afpe&s they dart their rays upon us ; liften 
£> the melodious founds you juft now praifed i will 
not all tbefe foften vour foul, melt you into pity, 
and make you think fuch love as mine deferves 
ibme recompence i 

Emilia. Til hear no more ; unhand me, £r, and 
^ive me liberty to feek our friends, or be afiured 
sny cries ihall raife the houfe. 

He then let go her hands, and rofe from the pof- 
ture he had been in ; but ftill kept his back clofe 
againft the door, while with a half, fmile he re- 
plied to what Ihe had faid in this mannei; : 

Palamide. -Madanj, -you arc obeyed in part, and 
if .1 acquiefce to every thingyou demand, it is not 
to be imagined you would be one jot lefs in my 
power than now ^ — our friends are too deeply en- 
gaged with each other to fufFcr Ihemfelves to be 
interrupted ;.and.as to-the people of the houfe, they 
know their diftance, suid are always extremely 
deaf onr thefe occafiens; 

On hearing him fpeak thiis {he burft into a flood 
of tears, and throwing herfeJf intoachair,cry'douc 

Emilia. Oh, heavens ! is this poflible ? canCo- 
rifca be fo vile i aml-betray'd ? bafely given up by 
her to infamy and ruin^i 

On hearing her make this exclamation, he left 
the place where he had been ftanding, and feated 
himfelf^near her; then taking one of her hands and 
prefllng it tenderly to his lips, fpoke to this efFef^ : 

'Palamed£. Not fo, my angel! by heaven, the 
^tranfa&ions of thiS' night (hall be for ever a facred 
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and inviolable fecret! not evea Favonius nor Corifca 
'flxall be acquainted with it, if you deilre thecontra«- 
ry ; I know they will laugh at me, but no mattery 
1 can bear all that, and much more, to complv 
with the lead requeft made by my dear Emilia ; oa 
then be kind, and blefs my longing wiihes ! letii« 
xeludiance damp the coming joys^ but yield to ihaie. 
-the happiness you give ! 

The conftqrnation of Emilia^ on finding £he was 
^xpofed to the danger ihc wa$ now iny-by the rerj 
woman whon^ihe mod, had loved, and moft b&* 
lieved her friend, had thrown her kito fo profounfl 
a refverie, that I much queftion whether me heard 
ahy part of what Palamede had lately been fpeakii^ 
to her, 'till clofing his proteftations with a ftrenu- 
^us embrace, ihe itarted up, broke from htm, and 
looking wildly round the room (he efpy'd two 
fwords, whichEavonius and Palamede had pluck'd 
-off on their entrance, and put in a window ;-^flis 
fnatch'd up one of them, and drawing it out of the 
fcabbard in an inftant, held the:^point to her hreaft, 
faying at the fame time, 

Emilia. Here is at leaft a refuge from diflio- 
nour; — that bafe woman, who thought to make me 
as vile as I now £nd fbe is herfelf,&all meet with a - 
difappointment ihe perhaps does not exped ; ifymi 
^iFer to approach me, or advance one ftep beyond 
the fpot you fland upon, this goes into my hearts 

The amazement, the ihocl^ thexonfuuon Pa|a^ 
mede was in at this a.<Slion is altogether impofiible 
to defcribe ; her words, her looks, her voice, eon* 
vincing him fhe was indeed in earneft, heremainM 
fpeechlefs, without motion, his eyes fixed on her 
in a kind of flupid ftare, and feem'd like one trans- 
fix'd with thunder : at length, •recovering himftlf 
a little, he faid to her, in a faultering voice, 

Palamede. For heaven's fake^ madam, Wouad 
not thus my fool by the fight cf your defpair 1. yon 

haic 
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lave tio caufe ; it is certain that I long have lov'd 
rou, hut never had a thought of feducing your in- 
locence; the plot to bring you hither was not oF 
ny contriving; 'tis true I came into it, as where is 
.he man who would not ? but be affured I am no 
lavifher, nor capable of owing my pleafures to bru« 
:aL violence.: oh therefore throw afide that cruel 
iveapon, or turn the point on me ; and if I make 
the leaft ^attempt to offend your modefty, bury it 
to the hilt witliin my bofom. 

.EmiUa. Sir, I once looked iipoa you as a man 
of. honour, and ihould rejoice to find you could 
redeem yourfelf in my 6((inion. 

f^idamede. By all that's facred, not the utmoft ^ 
({ratification of my loofeft wifhes could have given 
me half the joy as now, to prove myfelf not wholly 
unworthy the efteem of fuch exalted virtue. 
Charming Emilia! perfed in mind as well as form ! 
in both angelic ! behold me your convert ! The 
iove I had for you is now rarified into adoration 1 
your virtue, like chemifts gold, turns all into itfelf, 
and leaves no grofler particles behind ! forgivefwhat 
is paft, and never— never more will I prefume to 
entertain you with difcourfes lefs chafte and pure 
than^your own virgin thoughts ! 

Emilia. May I believe this penitence fincere ? 

Palamede, You may, by heaven I and when 1 
relapfe into my former crime, may infamy, difeafcs, 
the contempt of the whole world, your eternal 
hatred, and every other curfe fall upon me ! 

Emilia. Then find fome way, if poffible, to take 
mt immediately from this place, and condudk me 
fafe to my apartment. 

Palamedi. My readinefs to obey you, madam, I 
hope, will prove the integrity of my prefent in- 
tentions, and be fome atonement for the paft 3 it is 
my happinefs to have it in my power to do what 
you require with much more eafe than you ima- 
gine ^ 
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:gine ; you ihall no longer, beautiful Emilia, ht 
4unpofed upon ! the coachman, whom he pretended 
had left us, has only put up at an inn not above 
"fbrty yards diftant from thishoufe; liuppofehe 
may be,gone to bed by -this time, as we told Imoi 
we (hould not retum to Xrondon 'till^e morning i 
but I will fend and have him roufed. 

.He had fcarce made an end of fpeaking thefe 
words, when he rang the bell, and a waiter coming 
' prefently up, he gave him the neceiTary orders for 
fulfilling. the promife he had juft given to £milt|(4 
on which that young lady, with the.^tmoft fatisfac- 
»tion in her voice and eyes, cry'd out,' This is truly 
• honourable, indeed, and worthy of yourfelf/ 

Something which that inftant fiarted into the 

mind of.Palamede, hinder'd him from makiog:4ny 

anfwer, or«ven, perhaps, from hearing ^hatibe 

faid ; he rang the bell a fecond time with all his 

'force, and call'd for pen, ink, and^paper ; which 

being brought, he told Emilia -that decency aiid- 

.good manners would not iufFechimto depart with* 

'Out taking/ome notice of ^he occailon taFavonius, 

with, whom he had. always lived in a perfe£l good 

>iinderflanding, and, therefore entreated her'permif- 

-fion to. write a few. lines to that gentleman. : the 

. requeft wa&4oo reafonable not to be complied with, 

and he fat down and didbted the following litde 

«cpiillc: 

* My dear friend, 
<^ Things have happened very different From what 
-< I was made to exped in regard to Emilia : in fine, 
< fhe h not a woman, but an angel ; as fuch I iball 

* always efteem her, and think it my glory to obey 
'■* every command fhe is pleafed to lay upon me: the 

* firflihe has honour'd me with, is to remove her 

* hence, and condudl her to her own apartment, 
^ which I am jufl now about, to do. Ihave no op- 

'*J>brtunity 
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< portunity to difcharge Che imificor the prpences 

< of the houfe, fo beg you will take the whofe upon- 

* you, and meet me to-morrow evening at Braund% 

< where we will fup together and fettle that affair. 

< Make what compliments and <xcufes you fluir 

* think proper for. ipe to Corifca, and believe me^ 

* YoiUfl, &€• 

* Palamide/ 

WhHe Palamede was thus employed, it alfo came 
into Emilia's head fo let Corifcia know foroe part of 
the refentment (he had conceived againft'her ; ac« • 
cordingly (he took another pen out of the {izxkilOi^ 
and eixpreiTed herfelf in thefe terms : 

« Madam, 
* What the united report of all who know you 
could never have made n(ve believe, your beha- 
viour this night hasnotonly convinced me of ^ but 
alfo that the tongue of malice can find nothing 
wherewith to aggravate your real guilt. Was it 
not^nough, oh, moft ungenerous woman! to fink 
yourownhonour and reputation in eternal infamy, 
but you m'uft alfo endeavour to drag others into 
perdStionwlth you ! Know, to yourconfufion, 
that I happily efcaped the fnare you had laid for 
me J and I (hall reap this benefit by my late danger, 
as to avoid the company of a perfon, whom to pre- 
ferve an acquaintance with muft in the end have 
been the ruin ofmycharader, if not of my virtue ; 
for be afTured, I (hall henceforward be as careful 
to (hun your prefencc, as ever I was eager to come 
into it. Here ceafes all farther intercourfe be- 
tween us. May the difappointment of your bafe de- 
(igns. on me, ferve as a warning to you not to at^ 
tempt the like on any other equal) v inadvertent 
and uncautious, as the much deceiv d 

* Emilia!* 

Vol. II. I The^ 
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They had juft iinilhed, and made up the abore 
billets, when the -waiter returned and told Palamcdc 
that he had, tho* not without feme difEculty, pre- 
vailed on the coachman to rife, and that before he 
left the inn, he had feen him go into the ftable to 
bring out the horfes. Palamede then gave him the 
letter he had wrote to Favonius, faying, ^Be fure to 
'deliver this to the gentleman who came with us, 
as foon as he fliali be ftirting, and let him know, 
^ I fhall fend the coach back in the morning.'-— 
Emilia alfo put into his hands her epiftle to Corifca^ 
with thefe words : < And let the lady know I left 
* this for her.* The fellow reply'd, that they 
might depend he would be pun£tual in difcharging 
the commiffion they entrufted him with^ and dictn 
withdrew. 

' Findingmy ChryftaUine Tablets were now over- 
charged, 1 was obliged to fhut them up, fo can re- 
late no farther particulars of what converfation pafs'd 
between Palamede and Emilia during the fmall time 
they waited for the coach to carry then! away ; and 
can only fay in general, that the greateft referve and 
diflance was obfervedon both fides : £milia,thoUgh 
now perfedtiy fatisfied with the contrition of Pala- 
mede, thought it would be imprudent to appear too 
gay J and Palamede, fearful to renew her apprehen^ 
iions, behaved towards her with all the folemnity 
of a Chinefe Mandarin. 

On their going down they were met at the bot- 
tom of the ftairs by the woman who kept this ta« 
vern, or rather brothel ; who ufhering in what (he 
had to fay with a low curtfy, told Emilia that (he 
flattered herfelf with the expe£tation of her flccping 
there that night, and hoped nothing dif^greeable had 
happen'd to occafion her departure at fo unfeafon- 
able an hour ^ adding, that (he fhould never forgive 
herfelf if any thing in her houfe had difobliged fo 
fweet a young lady. Emilia anfwered this fawning 

fpeecb 
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fpeech only with a look of contempt ; but Pala- 
tnede told her, fhe need be under no concern on that 
icore, the lady had no objedions to her houfe, but' 
chofe never to fleep ou^t of her own apartment. No 
more was faid; they went into the coach, and I 
followed on foot ; for I had not curiofity enough to 
make me fhy the remainder of the night in that > 
place, for no other purpofe than to fee how Favo« 
nius and Corifca would behave on being told that 
Palamede and Emilia were gone, and receiving the 
epiftles that gentleman and lady had left for them. 
I had a long walk home; but my Invifibility fecur- 
ed me from the danger of any in fults; and the fa- 
tisfadion thatrofe ia my mind, on the noble con- 
queft virtue had gained over vice^ made the way 
fcem much lefs tedious. 

A few days after I was inform'd, by the report of 
the town, that Palamede made his public addrefles 
to Emilia : being willing to be better convinced of 
the truth of this matter, I made feveral vifits to 
Emilia's apartment, and found thztinfzSt the thing 
was as I had been told. Palamede, who really 
loved Emilia much more than perhaps he was fen<«r 
fible of himfelf, before this proof fhe had given him 
of her virtue, got over that objedlion which the 
fcantinefs of her fortune had before laid in his way 5 
and Emilia,, who had liked him as much as Corifca ' 
had faid flie did, gave all. the encouragement he 
could wifli to his honourable pailion. 1 look upon 
the affair CO be now in a mafiner concluded on, and 
that a very fhort time will confummate their mu- 
tual wiihes ; a cataftrophe, which I doubt not but 
•very generous reader will heartily rejoice at as well 
as myielf. 

Favonius, who is in reality a man of flricSl ho- 
nour and good principles, though fome what too fan- 
guine in his amours, ftill continues his intimacy 
with Palamede, and highly applauds his converiion 
1 2 . w 
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inftvourof^the fairinfpirerof his honourable fl^me ; 
Corif^a bites her lips whenever the name of Emilia 
is mention>*d, arxl endeavours all fhecan to traduce' 
that virtue which (he had not the power to deftrojr ; 
but all flie fays on that fcore ferves only to fheW 
fQore plainly her own bad heart; and Emilia^ by re- 
ix»\ning all converfation with her, has entirely re- 
gained 'that efteeoi add good opinion which (he bad 
^cU nigh loft. 

<><XXXXXXX>0<XXXXXXXXXX3i 

CHAP. IIL 

Cor^tairts thti Rehearjal of a Converfation which the 
\ ^jtuthor accidentally happened to bf witnefs of^ mid 
looks' upon hinifelf as bound by an indifpenfible ObU* 
g<\tm ^0 mftke puif lie I though perfeHhf confclous^ 
from his OJbJerifotions of Mqnkind^ thai thtre ar^ 
nuj'ny.ofhisKcaders wdo will labour aUtbey can t$ 
bring ihefe Fag€S into Difcredit. 

ONE whom I fhall always rank anions* the 
number of bur beft Englifh Authors^ tdis us 
in a juftly efteem'd poem^ that 

Wifdom is ftill to floth too great a flavci 
None are fo bufy as the fool and kaavc. 
How widely different are thepidlures drawn of a 
|>erron whofe prudence makes him ad: and talk with 
circumfpeAion and referve ] How various are the 
reprefentations made of him ! He has almoft as 
ma^y characters as there are fpeakers of him \ by. 
the|abundance one hears of him the judgment is 
ciftraftfed, and there is ho forming a right idea of 
what he truly is. One cannot go into any company, 
without hearing fome mention made 0/ Xx>rd H^ 
nqrius., yet one fhall feldom find any two people 
aj^rte in th^ir opinioo concerning him» either vk 

t# 
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to his abilities or principles, whether in religious, 
moral, or political matters. He is no follower of 
the court, yet does not totally avoid going thither ; 
he profefles himfclf a member of the eftablifhed 
fphurch, yet converfes freely with thofe of different 
perf'uafions ; . he liftcns attentively to the argu- 
ments urged by perfons of all parties and all fedt-r, 
without offering any of his own, or givtxfg his opi*- 
nion which are wrong on which are right. 

For this reafon all the zealots, both in t^li'gioft 
and politics, brand him with Jukewarmnefij and 
iay he is a man of an uncertain wAy of thinfcingj 
and has no fettled principle of a<5lihg. Some fevf 
ther.e are who, applaud his moderation^ but m^nf 
more, w^Q look, upon it.as a^ piece of low cunning', 
ihereby.^p coyer. fome, latent deflgns he had Within 
his bofom > but.of what .nature thefe are, 1 have 
heard, niiany warm difpiites about. Some will nee^s 
hav^ him in the intereft of ths Pretender ; and 
others, that he is fecretly a tool of the Minift y : 
foine have confidently avcrr'd^ that thfy have fen 
% white rofe carried into his hoido on the tenth of 
June, and others that he has wor/i a yellow waift- 
coat^ pn the birth-day of his prcfeni Majefty ; as if 
an innocent flower, or the colour of apiece oP 
iilk^ wefe fufficient tokens to (hew the wiQies of 
the wearer'a h^ar^ . - • — '-^ ' 

As to his oeconomy in private life, he is not atiU 
cxpenfive in drefs, equipage, or the furniturd of hi^ 
hou(e, chufing to appear below his rank, ih'aiviii irijr 
pijil-ticHlar. to exceed it.. This is f^requentlyattfriJ- 
hugL^ed tjQ bi$ covetoiuiTnefs, : while itior^ hykfdrabW 
judg^ fuppofe it tabe>owiag to Ms cdirtempt oFth^ 
roodifh fopperies of -the" age. He part&kei of iFI 
tbe^ pleafvires of the town, b^ut never ^urfues them 
to an excefs, or with^agcrntfs : the graver fort of 
pf>ople afcribe this to his dtfcretion ; and the more 
gay, to want of ijpirit and coldnefi of conflitu- 
I 3 V\s>^% 
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lion. Thus apt are we to form a vain judgment os 
things we know nothing of : the heart of man is 
incomprehenfibie, unlefs difcovered by himfeif in 
fome glaring proof either of virtue or vice ; the firft 
he may not have an opportunity to fet forth in any 
confpicuous light, and the latter he may have arti- 
fice and hypocrify enough to glofs over and conceal. 
How impoffible then is it to be certain t6 which of 
thefe he is in reality devoted ! 

Among the variety of defcriptibns and reports in 
relation to Lord Honorius, I found, notwithftand- 
ing» that it was agreed on by all hands, that though 
he would not fufier himfeif to be impofed upon by 
llis tradefmen, yet he always took care their bltn 
ibould be paid with the utmoU cxadnefs and punc- 
tuality, and that he never dealt with foreigners. 
Thefe articles, however infigniiicant they may feem 
to fome of thofe who call themfelves the polite 
world,. I confefs, gave me fuch an idea both of his 
prudence and juftice, as made me immediately join 
with thofe who fpoke the gfeateft things in his.praife 
in other refpedbs. But being defirous of penetrating 
more deeply into the reality of this nobleman's dil- 
pofition, 1 refolved to try how my Invifibilitylhip 
would ferve that end, and accordingly made a vifit 
one morning at his houfe. 

I pafs'd through feveral neat rooms, the furniture 
of which was rich, and befitting the dignity and 
fortune of the owner ; but had nothing of gaudi*^ 
nefs in it. At laft I found the perfon I went to 
feek; he was in a clofet within his dreffing-room^ 
and ^a^ a., book in his hand : I was curious to fee 
what was the fubje£t of his meditations ; and look* 
ing ovei^ hisihoulder, perceived it was the poems of. 
our Engliih Pindar, the celebrated Mr.Covriey;— 
the page he was employed in on my entrance con- 
tain'd^ amopg others^ thefe lines ; 

Oil 
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Gil fountains ! ^hen in yon fiudl I, 
Eai'd of impfaceful thooghtSy myfelf elpy ! 
O fields I O woods I when ihall I be made 
The happy tenant of your fhade ! 
Here's the fpnng-head of Pleafure's flood. 

Where all the riches He, 
That ihe has coin'd and ftamp'd for good. 

To charm the mind as Well as eye. 

Pride and ambition here» 
Onl^ in fiu--fetch'd metaphon appear ; 
Here's naught but winds can hnrtful murmnrs fcatter. 
And nought but echo flatter. 

The Godsy when they defended hither 
From Heaven, did always chufe their way j 
And therefore we may boldly fay. 

That is the way too thither. 

Whea he came to this part of Ae poem, he 
fiopp'd and cry'd out with the greateft emphafis, 
•Charming, inimitable Cowley ! Howjuft, how 

* truly delicate are ail thy notions, and how widely 

* different from thofe of the age I have the misfor- 

* tune to live in ! If one may form a judgment, a$ 

* fure one may, by the writings of feventy or eighty 

* years ago, the genius of Britain was far unlike 
^ what it appears at prefent.' 

. He had fcarce finifli'd this exclamation, when a 
Xervantopen'd the door and told him, that SirWhim- . 
tcy Brainfick was come to wait upon him; on 
M(hich he laid afide the book, and went into the 
next chamber to receive bis gueft. After giving 
and returning the cuftomary fauttations of the morn- 
ings and havin? feated themfelves, the following 
dialogue enfued oetween them : 

Honorius. 'Tis a wonder to fee you drefsM and 
abroad thus early. Sir Whimfev : I think you are 
commonly in your firfl deep amr this time, 

14 ^\t 
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5/V fVhimfey. Ay, my Lord.; bi^t pleafure muft 
©n fome occafions give way to bufiiicfs : 1 have vaft 
affairs upon my ha»ds. at prefent ;*I only fnatch*d -a 
tticmcnc to caloe feave of your Lordihip, and twa 
hours hence ihall fet out for the country. 

Hononus. On your eleftion, I foppofef 

Sir TVhimfey. No, no ; my Lortl Tra«i-Traffli 
has fecur'd me a borough without my tikii^'the 
trouble of ever goii^ aear it : my bufine& at prefent 
is down at*******, where I :havc a coofiderable 
cOate, and I believe a pretty :ffood intepeft ; tandvl 
have engaged myfelf to. ft rain both, as -far as tkey 
will go, in favour of Sir Critfty .Shaliowbuggen. 

Honortus, .Sir Crafty Shallowhuggen 1 What 
then has Mr. Worthy, the prcfeiit member, de- 
clined ftanding ? 

Sir Whinrfty. No, no, my Lord, he has not dc^- 
clined \ but we are refobed to bavefaim xiutirtany 
rate* 

Honortus. I would not have you deceive your* 
f^lf, Sir Whimfcy j Mr. Worthy i% a gcntfcnwtt 
who I am told is highly efteem'd by his cooftituentSi^^ 
and you may be at a great deal of expence to op-' 
pofe him to no purpofe, 

SirJVhimfey, As to the expence, I don't doubt 
but it will be made up to me fome way or oflicr \ 
I have my eye upon a place ; and I can teR you, I 
am as good ^s promised either that or a ribfbaild^ 

Honorius. The charader I have beard of Mr, 
Worthy makes me forry fo powerful an oppofixioa 
fhouJd be fet on foot agairift hhn. 

Sir TFhimfey. He has been fhrbborn, niy Lord, 
very ftubbom ;• has voted agamft the Jew and 
Clandcftinc Marriage-bills ; and it is not fit the 
IVliniftry fhould be affronted. Your L5rdihip, I . 
fjjppofe, is a friend to the Miniftry. 

Honorius. Sir, I never gave any man reaibn to 
bdicvc I was the contrary. 
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Sfr JVhintfej. No, M^ your I^t^l^ip is to^| 
wife ; thofe who are frienda to, filic Miniftry are 
friends to tbemfdvcs : for mv own part^ if K were 
not to oblige them,, I v^ould 'not gi^^c, two pence 
who 6ad the eleAion at <***^^*j or a;iywhef(: ^Jfc- 
But I mufl beg your L6rdftiip*s parJon. 1 bavc i 
thoufand things to difpatch, and would not be 
waited for by four or nvc gentlen>ai wlio^acconri- 
pany me or. the fame eit|[tbdition \ Tq ^oiii Lbrd blip's 
moit obedient. ^ *, r ^ .n 

lionoriuu Yours, SirtVhknley> 1 wifli joix a 
. good journey. . ^ • . 

With thefe words they p'artcd.— Lord ftfonQriua 
faw him to the top of the ftaircafe, and then tura'a 
back to his clofet, faying to hirafelf as he went,:^ 

• What a wild world is this I How do men toil, to' 

• bring infamy on themfeLves, and entail ceruiri' 

• r!uin on themfelves !' ^ ^ * ■., 
As 1 thought ,^by the. littfe fample I had fecpi^ 

that it wa» now in my power to o) alee a bettejc, 
judgment of the fentiments of this nobleman thar^ 
by all I had heard from others, I was foflowing"..S(r. 
IVhimfey down ftairs > but on hearing fomedebVte^ 
Ketweeii a plain, honeftlooking countryman an^ a, 
fpruce footman, who as I ,found aifterwards had 
been but lately taken into my Lord's fervice, I ftop- 
p*ed ifiort to liften to the 9ccafion. I foon percei v- 
ecl' ilia{. the countryman was defirous of fpeakjng 
to liis'Lordfliip, and the fellow judging by appear- 
ances., thought it too great a prelumptiun, and' 
would fain have turned him from the door ; but 
t£e ruftick was not fo eafily repulfed as ihe othcr^ 
had imagined; the firft words I could hear difiiiKS-' 
Jy were as follow : 

Footman. I tell you, friend, I know not whe-. 

tli'er my Lord is at home or not » or if he is, whe-' 

ther he pleafes to be kth : — — but if you \^t^ 

me know What bufinefs you have with him, and" 

I 5 &^»sk 
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ffom whom you come, I will take care bis Lord- 
(hip (hall be informed| and you may have your 
anfwer to-morrow. 

Countryman. Goodlack, Mr. Skipjack, who are 
you ? My Lord is oot ufed ta have Aich male- 
pert fellows about him : but if I muft not fee mjr 
Lord, pray let me fpeak to Mr. Downright, the 
gentleman that dreiTes and waits upon him ; he 
knows me well enough^ and will give me a better 
aiifwer. 

The footman then vouchfafed to call the perfon 
he mentioned, and the countryman had the fatis- 
fa&ion to find himfelf well received :' Mr. Down- 
right ihook him cordially by the hand, told him he 
was glad to fee him in London, and aflc'd him what 
bufinefs had brought him hither^ to which the 
other reply'd. 

Countryman. In good troth I did not come upon, 
pleafure ; I have/bufinefs, very great bufinefs with 
my Lord, and would fain fpeak to him, if ib be I 
may have liberty to come into his prefence, as you 
Itnow, Mr. Downright, I have done many a good 
time in the country; but that Mr. Finikm there, 
with his pig- tail wig, ftands as it were like a mud* 
Wall to keep every body off the houfe. 

Mr. Downright. Oh, he did not know you, 
Mr. Goodacre ; and befides, he has lived in fami- 
lies where nobody without a coach or chair are ad- 
mitted \ but I will acquaint my Lord you are here ; 
he is alone, and I am fure will fee you. 
; Countryman. Thank you, Mr. Downright: it 
is well there are fome civil people in this fame 
town. 

Mr. Downright then went on his meflage ; the 
footman look'd very fheepiih aiid fneak'd away, 
while the countryman ftrutted about the hall as 
great as an emperor, *till| the valet returned and' 
djdSred him to walk up. As I took Mr, Goodacre 

frr 
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for one of my Lord's tenants, and imagined he was 
only come on the fcore of renewing a leafe, or fome 
other country afPairs relating to himfelf, which I 
had no manner of curioflty to pry into, I was . in 
fome debate within myfelf whether I {houIdftay,6r 
go direflly out of the houfe, the door being then 
open ; but a certain impulfe, the meaning of which 
I cannot account for, fway'd me to purfue my firft 
thought, and I turn'd back and accompanied him 
into the prefence of my Lord, from whom he met 
with a reception not commonly given by perfons of 
quality to a man of his plain appearance, except on 
particular occafions. His Lordihip made him fit 
down in a chair very near him.felf, and, with a 
fmiling countenance and the greateft aiFability in 
his voice and air, told him he was glad to fee him 
look fo well and hearty % that he hoped his wife 
and family enjoy'd the fam^ Chare of good health ; 
and then alk'd what bufinefs had brought him uf) 
to London : to the former part of thefe obliging 
fpeeches he only sinfwered with feveral low bows ; 
but to the latter reply *J in thefe terms : 

Goodacre. Why, my Lord, yopr Lordihip knows 
we are going to have a new parliament, and belike 
there will be a great buftle all over the kingdom 
about elefiions \ and ho wonder if there be ; every 
one makes us fuch fiir promifes when they come to 
aft us for our votes, that *tis a hard matter to 
know which we can moft depend upon ; we have 
been ferved bafely, very bafely, by fome of our re- 
prefentatives, and it behoves us to be very cautious 
for the future. 

Honofius. Very true, Mr. Goodacre ; it does fo 
indeed ; and I hope the nation will think fo, 

Goodacre^ Now as to our borough, no man 

could make finer fpeeches to us, or pretend he had 

our intereft more at hieart, than *Squire Earnly, 

before he' w^ chofeA \ yet he no fboner got^ into the 

1 6 houfe^ 
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houfe, than he fhew'd he did not care a flraw for 
us, laugh'd at all our petitions and remonftrances ; 
and, I am told, made a merit of it to the Miniftry, 

Honorius, I am afraid there are too many w ha 
have done fo. Does the fame gentleman let up 
again ? 

Goodacre. No, my Lord \ he would have no 
chance for it if he did \ we know him too well, he 
fees that well epough y but ^\h thought, H6weveF| 
that he will get in for fome place qr other. 
. Honorlus. Nothing more likely. But do yoU 
hepr who intends to offer himftlf in his ftcai ? 

Goodacre, Yes, my Lord ; great intereil^ is al- 
ready making for one Capt. Sambright : he is as 
fine a perfon, indeed^ as the fun fhioes upon ; hut 
we know nothing of him;, he is recommended by 
Sir Courtly Jobber, an4 has brought a power o£ 
money down u^ith hlvj^ : thjcy went together in Sit 
Gourtly's coach to, ^******fjair, bought a many 
thirgs, and gave them to every body about them ; 
guineas and broad pieces ffy about like hail ^ any 
one, almoft, may have them for picking up. 

Honor'iuu So then he may eafily carry it, I 
fiippofe? 

Goodacre, I cannot tell that, my Lord ; there 
was a nunveroirt meeting at theRofe abouta fort- 
night ago, and 'Squire Wellwood of theGreen was 
put in nomination ; his family has been fettled for 
a Ipng time at ******* ; he lives moft part in the 
country, does a great deal of good among the poor, 
and is mainly beloved. 

Honoriui, I know him, Mr. Goodacre; be 15: 
certainly a very worthy gentleit>an. 

Goodacre,. Ay, my Lord, he would have it all to 
nothing, if ft was notJor one conflderation. 

Honorius, What is that ? 

Goodacre, The Captain has promifed, that if he 
get« his election, he will procure an aa of Parlia- 
ment 
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ment for a new road to be cut, at the Govcrtt* 
mcnt's expence, from***** td *♦**♦, which you^ 
Lortifiiip knows would he a great advantage to ou^ 
market. 

Honorius. A very great one indeed. 

Goodacre. Ay, my Lord, if we were furc it 
Would he done^ hue there lies the query. Seme 
people will promife any thing to gain their pointy 
And never think of it afterwarcb. Wealllcnow 
'Squire Wellwood to Be a noble gentleman, and fo 
may Capt. Sa(hbright too ; he may or he may not. 
Now we are firangely divided in oiir opinions, 
whether we ought to leave the certain good for the 
uncertain better, and have at length rcfolvedto be 
decided by your Lordfhip. . 

Honorius. By me ! 

Goodacre. Yes, niy Lord j we know your 
Lordfhip to be a wife man, and a true lover Q|f 
your country. ' . . 

Honorius. I have always thought, Mr. 0oodr 
acre,^ that to* meddle in thefe things would prove 
jne deferving neither of the one nor the other of 
the epithets you give me ; tvciy eledlor ought t6 
give his vote according to the di<Siates. of his,con- 
jcience, and not fufFer»himfelf to b^ fway'd by any 
intereft or motive whatever ; and for a nobjeman, 
or other perfon of dlftindion, to attempt, either by 
menacesor cajolings, to make themadt to the con- 
trary, appears to me to be the moft grofs encroach^ 
ment on liberty that can be offered. 

Goodacre. But here the cafe js widely different, 
my Lord. 

Honorlus. I grant it is.* You defire my ad* 

vice as a friend, not fubmit to be governed; by me 
as a dire<Slor ; it would therefore be ungenerous, 
and even cruel, in me to fuffer you to be deluded 
by falfe pretences, when it is fo eafijy in my power 
to put you upon your guard againfl them. In the 

firil 
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firft place, you ought to confider, that Capt. Saffi* 
bright, whatever his charadler may otherwife b6, i» 
an officer in the anny, and as fuctr it is his intereft 
to promote the continuance of a ftanding army, 
and confequently of thofe taxes which arc necelTary 
for the fupport of it; In the fecond, Sir Courtly 
Jobber, who k feems is the perfon who recom- 
rncnds him, has for a long time, to> my certain 
knowledge, been an agent mr the miniftry, and' h 
indebted for his title, and the beft part of the eftatc 
he is in pofleffion of, merely to the good fervicci 
he has rendered them. 

Go^dacTi. Ay marry, thefe things ai?e worth 
'linking of, indeed : fo I fuppofe, my' Lord, the 
money he fo plentifully throws about is none of 
Us own r 

Honoritts. Not a doit ; he will be reimburs'd 
with intereft. 

Goodacre. And yet I know not, my Lord, but 
there may be fome among us fooHfli enough to be 
inveigled by this bait. Alack^day ! we country 
people are ignorant of fuch pra£bices ; we little 
think what the great folks in town are chring ; and 
a many there are that would not believe a word of 
k without good authority. Oh, I wiftr your Lord- 
flifp were down at £gum-H^} at tnfs criliod 
jundure! 

Honorius. I wiH be there, Mr. Goodacre, in 
fpite of the av^rfion I have always bad to appear at 
eledions, or to diftinguifk myfetf on any occafion ; 
my love to the place which gave me birth, and 
good will to my countrymen, mall overbalance all 
other confiderations ;I will do alii can to ftrengthen 
the weak eyes virhich are in dan|:erof being daxsled 
with Sir Courtly's gold, and &ew them the falfe 
luftre of his fleeting promifes. 

Goodacre. Heaven blefs yourLordihip ! a noble 
refolution \ ' 

Homifius. 
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^HimrtM. When do you return^ Mr. Good- 
acre ? 

Goodacre, I fbsJl lie but this one night in towa^ 
my Lord, and fet out berimes to-morroyir morning. • 

Homrius. I will not be two days behind you:' 
jn the mean time you may tell them what I fay* 

Goodacre. It will be joyful news to fome* 

There palled no farther converfation between 
them ; the honeft countryman rofe up- to take hii 
leave, full of tranfport at the fuccefs of his nego^ . 
tiation ; but Lord Honorius would not permit him 
to depart till he had rung the bell for Mr. Dowi»* 
right, and given orders that he (hould be made weK 
come with the beft entertainment the houTe afford^ 
ed. I left him to accept the invitation, and re- 
turned to my apartment^ well fatisiied in my mind 
that I was now enabled to form a rieht judgment of 
this nobleman's principles and diipontion.. 

C H A P. IV. 

Pnfinis the Reader tvitb a Detail cf a very remart^ ; 
able Incident^ which y I believe^ if cmftdered with ' 
a due Attentim^ there aire but few People^ eipecialfy 
rf the fait Sex, who will not find thernfewes enm 
abled to become better Members of Society by Bav» 
ingperufed^ 

ACerUtn (acred writer tells us, that the tongue 
is an unruly member, and preaches much 
concerning the government of it ; but I dare not 
prefume to infill too much on bis authority, as he 
has been, with others of his cotemporaries, -pretty 
much exploded ; and I might be looked upon, by 
my polite readers, as a very old-fa(hioned filly fellow 
to make any mention of him. But I may venture^ 
without running the rifle of being read with a 
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borfe-hugh, to quote the words of another re^ 

great and learned perfon of a more modern date, 
ivho fays, that the tongue is the moft dangerous of 
all weapons ; that it is capable of deftroying alf 
peaces ail lov(i, all harmony In the world ; of fow- 
ing diflentionff among families ; of difdniting the 
heart s of the deafeft friends and relations ; of ruin- 
ing the reputation and fortune of wbomfoever it is 
levelled againft ; and that even murders and the 
worft of mifchiefs may be occafioned by it. 

That the tongue, when it becdhies the in(!n>- 
ment df a mahciotks heart, c^frre^ a t>ioufand dag- 
gers in it, is a truth which th6 obfervation of every 
one evinces; But this is n6t all's public abufe or 
private fcandal; defamation and detra£^ion« are not 
the only vices of the tongue; ai> unguarded word 
is frequently produ£kive of the moft unhappy con- 
fequences ; it ^^oiids, a* it were, by^ chahce- 
medley i and a perfon may be ftabbed in the moft 
tender part v^ithout any intention in the giver of 
tl* Wtiw. A felfcatfv'e difpofiliortj or, in btlier 
words, a paflion for repeating every thing one fees 
and hears, or even gueffe^ at,^ is extremely dange- 
rous to, fociety ; and tho' it is a foible proceeding 
ratHer from levity than ill nature, fometimes pro- 
duces the fame etfe^'s : thofe guilty of it, perhaps* 
mky mean no hurt ; but, alas ! they confider not 
how far the otKfbn toNyhom they are fpeaking may 
be ihtf raffed in the' report they make, and. that 
what they imagine of no moment may ftab' him to 
the quick. Nbthiiig is more common thaii for 
people' to hurt thus aT raindom, and by their rafli- 
nefs to occafidn accidents, which, if they^ forefaw^ 
thty would be moft'carcful to prevent, — as a late 
pctet einfifphdticalty endcigh exprefib it : 

Thinking t6 Hibol m^ arrow o'eir the hcmk, 
• IliaVeldlKdm^bkother; 

Bill 
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But this laadvertency, as great a weikneTe as ft 
doubtlefs is, has rn it fomcwhat yet more rxcufe- 
abJe than to reveal a fecret which we ai^e cdnfcioils 
niuft give the hearer pain. I confcTs that this Is 
ibmetimes donethrough goodwill ; but then it isa 
very miftaken good-will in many cafes. If I kno^ 
a perfon fuftatns an injury, and has it in his power 
torcdrefs the grievance, it is certainly nay duty tb 
acquaint hiAi with it ; but when the evil is without 
•a remedy, it is infinitely more kind to fufFer hiih 
to remain in ignorance. To be well decefivcJ, is 
almoft equal to not being deceived at all ; our hap^ 
pinefs confifts in the imagination of it ; and if vfb 
firmly believe ourfelves pofleffed of what we wifli, 
it is the fame thing as being fo in reality. How 
cruel is it then for any one to dratlr back the friend- 
iy curtain that hides ill fortune frotii us, and com- 
4^1 tis to behold our wretchednefs ! Every one Who 
is thus unhappily undeceived may cry out with 
(BeUamifa in the play, 



-Ah, cmel fnend ! 



Why did 'A thou wake me fr^m in^ dream of bUfi t - 

Why britijf me from thaf fc^nc of 'fencicd joys, 
^Tp one 01 rc^l aji|;uiih,* liorror, and defpair I 

Many' Unhappy inftances of 'thefe welU meant, ij'l 
oiBces haV'e come to my knowledge Rnce I was.ii^ 
poflfeffidifi «f thfeGift of invifibihtyj^^ b^t I ihaXl 
recitp only one of them, which> as it is a very 
l^te tt^rifaliion, aiid but few people know the re4 
truth 6f|j is*2it tptfefent a matter of much fpeculation 
aitidng tlici(fe Wpojife a^y way acquainted jwitj^ 
th^^lpartics torieeined^* oi: have ifvjen* heard their 

' Merov^us ^nd Deidanria wefre an bxfreme happjf 
pair ', the railers agahift marriage could find nothing 
in the condu6t of either of them to countenance 
any t^c^ms on that ftate j the moft tender afFec- 

tiaa 
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tion had been the chiefs if not the ible motive of 
the union between tbem ; and the fecure and um> 
: interrupted pofleffion of each other, infteadofdi* 
ininiihing^ feemed rather to increafe their mutual 
ardour ; and their firft bridal fondnefs appeared in 
their behaviour after having fervcd a more than 
(even years apprenttceihip to Hymen. Yet, how 
en a hidden have we found all this fweet ferenitf 
turned into florms and tempefts ! Meroveus and 
Deidamia, who it Was thought could not have 
lived a flngle weeE out of each other's prefence, are 
now parted) according to ail probability, parted, to- 
meet no more in love^ 

Befides the many great accomplifliments whick 
JAiftified the affe£lion tkey fo k)hg had towards ^ck 
other,, both of them were accounted peffons of a» 
excellent underftanding and folid fenfe^ -nodiing 
therefore could have more amazed the worid thai^ 
that they ihould come, to this open rupture, even 
though Ibme little caufe of complaint bad happened 
either on the one fide or the ocher. An event fo* 
flrange, folittfe dreamM of^ put all conjeduretc^ 
a ftand ; people pretended not even to guef» what 
ihould be the occafion^ mucb icf» t» unravel bt 
great a myftery • the accompliftment of that work 
was referved by Fate for the Invifiblc Spjr alone; 
The manner in which I made this diicoyery, IflnU" 
relate as concifely as the converfatioa which let 
me into ft will admit of* 

As I was 6tii day takmg' a folitary walk 00 
Conftitutipn-Hill, I faw Deidamia leaning on .the 
arm of Eutracia, a lady of birth aiid fortune,, wha 
bad been bred Up wit^ her at the boardin^rfohboly 
and cveif fince beeii her 'moft intimate ftieiul' and 
companion: juft as they approached the place 
Where I was,, the following dialogue Vegan be^ 
tween theou 

: 1 . . [Piidmuh> 
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Deldamia. Now for the fecret you have to tell 
me ; methinks I have a more than ordinary impa* 
tience to hear it, and we cannot be more retired ; 
not a living foul is near us, and there is no dangec 
of any one coming to interrupt our difcourfe, as. 
all the world are in the Mall. 

Eutracia. I will not keep you long in fufpence^ 
my dear ; but firft you muft anfwer two or three 
queltions I have to afk you, and then refolve ta 
arm yourfeif with all the fortitude you are miftrefs 
of, not to be too much (hocked at what I flialL 
relate. 

Deidamid. I cannot conceive that there is an^f^ 
thing which either you or any one elfe can tell me^ 
capable of giving me a fhock. But pray, what is. 
it you would know from me ? 

Etiiracia, The town looks upon you as one 
of the mofl happy women in it ; is it true that you., 
are really fo ? 

Deidama, Indeed, my dear, 1 think myfclf 
fo $ and if I fhould labour to be more blefs'd,. 
know not how to form a fingle wifh beyond what 
I poflefs. 

Eutracia. TTiere are many prfvate caufes of 
difquiet, which prudence obliges us to conceaL 
Are you thoroughly Convinced of the affe^^ion o£. 
your huiband ? 

Dfidama^ I never bad the leaft caufe ta doubt 
it ; and thetendernefs I have for him is fo fincere 
and delicate, as I think would makeme eafily per*^ 
ceive a want of it in him^ But wherefore do youiv 
a& ? you carmot have any reafon. to fufpeA him. 

Eutracia. Ah, poor Ocidamia F 

Msidamia. Why do you figh, and look fa 
piteoufly upon me I fome wretch has certainly be-- 
lyed Meroveus to vou. 

Eutracia. No : but one more interrogatory, and. 
I have done. Does he never abfent him&lf with- 
out 
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'eut letting ybi; know where he goes i never lie out 
Of fiis own houfe ? 

Deidamta, Very reldom, and that but lately j 
an fntimare friend of his makes his addreffes to a 
young lady at Hammerfmiih^ he frequently <iefires 
my hufband's company with him^ and they fome-* 
times flay all nighty when having fupped there^ it 
is dangerous to return to London^ as the roads ait 
Aow infefted. 
'^ Eutracia. How eafy is it to deceive the inno- 
cent! MeroVeus is a villain. 

Deidamia* How, Eutracia 1 a villain I had any 
other called him fo, my refehtment ihould have 
(hewn how hiuch I defpifed fo bafe an accufation. 

Eutt^cia. Alas ! 'tis your own love, and, bo- , 
i.nour makes you fo teiiacioiis-pf his^^but he, is faUe 
in both; and I again repeat tbf , name, he js a. 
villain, aiid will put it in your power to jprpve hiin 
fo, by the teflimony of your ^ own eye^ and ears,' 
provided you promife to give him no pr^ious 
bints that you have difcovered^ or even fufpcd bis 
perfidy. 

Deidamia, But how ! how» Eutraciaj is he a 
villain? /_ 

. Euiraih. He keen's a miftrers, fome common 
iR^en^, no doubt > but he adores, doats on ber, 
pretends himfelf her hufband, and thofe nigbu 
when you imagine him at Hammerfmith, be pafles 
with her. 

The tender Deidamia was now. fo overcome at 
thefe words, that her fpirits quite forfook her, and 
(he ftiuft certainfy have fallen on the earthj if they 
had not happened to be very near a bench at the 
lower end of the walk, where Eutracia placed her : 
the keeper of the gate perceiving her condition^ 
w;is fo humane as to run and fetch fome watery 
wtiich being fprinkled on her .face,rQ9n l^rought her 
to bedelf» Eutracia^ on ieeing her fair friend thus 

agitated^ 
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agitatedp Teemed, an4 I believe really, was, very 
much concerned at what ibe had laid; forik^ 
could notrei^raih fqinp tears from falling down her 
eyes, while flie. expreijfed,hfrfelf in thefe terms : 
^ My deareft Deidamia» if I had not thought you 
< would h^ve received this intejligence with mora 
' moderation^ you flv^uld have been for ever ig* 
« noran^C of it.' ^*he afflj^cd.lady. made no reply 
to theTe woi:ds» hfLt in a few. minutes, growing 
fomewhat more CQippofed, quitted the bench, and 
leaning oh EvjitracUy the converfatioa was renewed 
in this manner ; 

^ Deidaml^. Oh^ Eiitracia ! little are you ca« 
pable of conceiving the agonies this poo( diftra£led 
bleeding heart fuftains ! Yet I muftinowall. Tell 
me by what means you got information of thii 
horrid fecret, and how you are aflured of its Ve- 
racity ! 

Eutracia. It was not my intention to conceal 
any part of it : but you muft determine to liftea 
with calmnefs to me. 
'Deidamia. I wil). 

EutrmiaJ Well th^en, I will tell you all. I 
believe you know Mrs. Flounceit, my mantua- 
maker. " ^ 

Deidamd^ I faw her oncei you may remem- 
ber I was with you wijien ike brought home your 
laft new fack. 

Eu^raaai That womaDf you muft know, has 
an intereft with (bme foreign merchants, and cair 
frecKuepdy oblige herquftomecs wfth fome curious 
things which are prolybited to be fold in public ; 
ihe came latt Monday, and acquainted me that£he 
b^d feveral patterns of the moft beautiful chiivtz that 
ever were feen ; I wei)( tjienext morning in ordei^ 
to'lee them, and was carried into a back parlour for 
the fake of privacy. As 1 was .looking over the 
l^dsy 1 heard a man call from the top of the ftair- 
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trafe to know if the coach was come ; I thought 
myfclf perfc6lly acquainted v/ith the voice, tho' I 
could not tuft then recoHcd whofe it was ; but 
prefently after (aw Meroveu« lead a woman crofs 
the garden, at the lower «Rd «f which there is a 
little door, that opens into another ftreet^ a pebble^ 
or fome ftich thing, happening to lie in the walk, 
iOie ftumbled in paffing ; on which he cry'd out 
with the greateft tendernefs, ' I hope you are not 
« .hurt, my love !' — ^ No, reply 'd flic brifldy,— — 
^ 4U)t at 4dl ; I cannot receive any harm when 

* my guardian angel is fo near.' 1 was fo afto- 

niihed at what I faw and heard, that I had not 
power to fpeak, 'till Mrs. Flounceit feeing mre look 
earneftlyaker them, told me they were her lodgers ^ 
that they were lately married i but fome reafons 
-obliging them to keep it private, they met each 
•other there only once or twice a week j * fo, faid 

' ihe, I have very little trouble with them, and 
^ they pay me a good rent.'— * But are you furc, 

* cry'd I, that they are man and wife ? it may be 

* an intrigue.'' * No, anfwered flicj they were 
« recommended to me by a gentleman who for- 
"( merly lodged with me himfelf, one Sir DavU 
« Townly.' 

Deidanua. Oh heavens ! Sir David Townljr ! 
Why he is the very perfon my hufband pretends 
ne £oes with to Hammerfmith. 

Eutracia. 'Tis likely he may be his confidant 
in this amour. 

Diidama. Yet ftill I know not how to think 
it real ; one man may be like another. Are you 
certain it was Meroveus whom you faw i 

Eutracia. As certain as that flie is Deidamia to 
whom I am talking.-— -Did he not lie abroad laft 
Monday night ? 

Veideufia. He did. 
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Eutracia. And bad he not on a dark-brown 
urelvetcoat, and^a black waiflcoat trimmed with 
bugles i 

Dsidnmia. He had. Oh I can no longer ihut 
my eyes againft convidlion I the dreadful truth is 
too glaring to be refifted, and I feemyklf the moft 
4nifcrable qf women ! 

Eutracia. Do not think fo ; rather exert the 
A>irit of an injur'd wife, deteA him in his guilt, 
Aame him to repentance, and make him fue for 
pardon. 

Diidam'ia, Ob, fhatfuchloveas ours has been 
ftould come to this f 

Etdracia. All yet may be retrievM ; your juft 
reproaches may make htm loath hispaft follies, and 
become more yours than if he never had tranf- 
grefs'd : the next time he takes his pretended jour« 
ney to Uammerfmkh, let liie know it« 

Deidamia. tie is gone thither now > juft before 
you came to call me to the Park he told me Sir 
David had engaged his company , and he believed 
he ibould dot return till mornings 

Eutracia, Well then, he fhall be met, my dear 
Deidamia ; he fhall be met by thofehe leaft expeSs 
or defires to fee j I will take you in the morning 
to Mrs. Flounceit's, under pretence of bringing her 
a new cuftomer j there you will have the fame 
opportunity I had of difcovering your hulband's 
guilt, and may zBt as you fhall judge proper on tfke 
occafion. 

Deidamia, How fhall I contain myfelf!— — » 

bafe— -— bafe man ! cruel deceiver of my fond, 

itkv unfufpeding heart ! How bear the fight of that 
vile fhe ! -— — » that infamous deluder of his ho- 
nour I -^ that carfed fhe who has robbed me of the 
only treafure I valued upon earthy my hufband's 
heart. 

Here 
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Here ibe burft into the itioft vehement exclamt- 
tipiis; bait my ChryftallinoRemembrancei being ^ • 
ready overcharged, I can only fay that her beha- 
viour verify 'd the words of Mr. Nat, Lee^ who,- in 
bis defcription he gives of the pailions of woman-*^ 
kind in. general, has tbefe lines: 

They (hrink at jiiiuideri dr^d the rulUin j wiirf* . 
And glittering fwords the brighteft eyes will blind ; 
Yet \dien ftrorig jealoufy enflames the foul. 
The weak will rage, and calls to tempefts roll.' 

The ladles continuied their walk /tiU Phqebus 
beginning to withdraw his beams, theyrbot;b thought. 
ptopcT.to retjfe from the approaching dew$« £^tl9- 
cia^ judly apprehending the agitations of l|er frieod . 
WQif Id. become more vi9}^fit if left aloiiue, and. at 
liberty to indi^lge thena, offered to Jbe her coinpa* 
nidn that night; w^ich the other gladly accepted^. 
aQ4.I faw.thenjLtakq c^pach together for Dtsidaw^'s 
faonie, after wt^icb I ffcfit hotn^. 



CHAP. V. 



.1 



Which, according to the JuthorU Oflnm^ Jlands in w . 
ni^4 of a T^reludf^ as, it contains only the Seqmlof. 
mjdventur.^ t,oo int^efting to allDfgren. of Peofk. 
mt , t9 dirnmd the Mention of every RJtadn. 

IWA S truly concerned at the injuftice vrhich.1 
4>erceived poor Deidamiafufiained^ and bui little 
plcafed with Eutracia, either for the informatioA. 
(h^bad given her of it, or for advifmgher to deieA: 
Menov^us ,in the manner concertsed. between thcni.i 
indeed, I feared that the confc<juences of fuch -an 
imeriView.wQuld be only to makftthe buibaod be* 
come more hardened in his guilt, and her affli^on.. 
inoDBafe hy finding her refentment difregarded. 

Few 



THE INVISIBLE St»Y. 193 

Few men can bear reproofs, much lefs re- 
proaches. If ever they quit a darling fotly, the re- 
formation muft come of themfelves ; it muft pro^ 
ceed from a confcioufnefs they have done amifs, not 
from being toJd fo by others. There i^ tl pride in 
human natare which difdains admonition, and makes 
us perfift in error, which, if not taken notice of, 
perhaps in time vre mij^t difcover to be fuch, 
^row aihamed of, and amend. Befides, remon- 
ftrances from a perfon whom we look upon as any 
way our inferior, either in point of underftanding 
or circamftances, will be fo far from having any 
weight, that they will rather add toourcontempt, 
and, it may be, raife in us an utrer averfion to the 
giver. Cuftom has made the hu(band fo much 
the head of the wife, that, tenacious of his autho* 
rity, it is but feldom he fubmits to be influenced 
by her in matters of much lefs moment to him than 
his pleafures. 

Indeed, when a woman is wronged in the. man* 
ner Deldamia was, it muft be confefs'd that the 
(hock is greatly try ing, and that ihe has the ftrongcit 
reafon for complaining ; yet will flie ftill find it 
moft prudent to forbear ; love and gcntlenefs are 
the only weapons by which that fex can hope to 
conquer ; and ihe who attempts to have recourfe to 
any other, onlv hurts herfelf. By feeming not tp 
fufpe<£t her huloand's vices, (he will, at leaft, oblige 
him to keep them as private as he can, and alfo to 
treat her with all the refpe£i: due to her character, 
and the facred union between them ; whereas by 
growing clamorous and impatient, ihe furnifhes him 
with a pretence to ufe her ill, and turns the in- 
difference he before had for her into hatred and de* 
teftation. 

One of our beft poets has an obfervation on this 
head, which I think is very well worthy of the fe- 
rious attention of all who arc either injured in 
Vol. II. K u^wj^ 
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reality, pr imagine themfelves to be fo, yef finci it 
.their intereft to preferve an amicable cprrefpondencc^. 
with the perfon guilty of the injury ; as it is cert^m . 
that no man, dctefted in the thing which he wifli^ 
to conceal, can ever love the perfon by w^qm he js . 
dete^d. , The word^ of the author. Iji>pfltipne4. 
are thefe : 

Forgiv^eis to the injor'd do^ belong ; 

But they ;ie*er pardon whe bayc done the wioagw 

Thefe reflexions, together with my impatience 
to fee how Deidamia would fupport the full con- 
viSion of her hufband's falfbgod, fo, much took 
up my mind, that it was a confiderable time be- 
fore I remembered how great an imped*meht lay 
b«tween me and the gratification of my curiofity, 
Mrs. Flounceit's houfe was to be the. fcene of' 
a&ion ; and the ladies, during their whole cop-, 
verfation, had made no mentibn in what ftreet,-^ 
nor even in what quarter of the town, that,wQ- 
man lived : however, as 1 fuppofed her to be a . 
noted woman in her bufmefs, 1 hoped to get over 
this difficulty ; and did fo, by fending an emiflary 
to enquire among the mercers, hoop petticoat- 
makers, and other fuch people who arc employ 'd 
in the equipment of the ladies, and 1 went not to 
bed without receiving the direftion I ftood in need 
of. 

As I knew not the hour in which Meroveus and , 
the partner of his loofer pleafures would be pre- 
paring to depart, nor that in which Deidamia 
would be conducted by Eutracia to behold this 
proof of her misfortune, I took care to go very 
early to Mrs. Flounceit's, and was obliged to wait 
a confiderable time before the door happened to b$ . 

opened, to let any one paf§ in or out,: rat lafl;, 

however, it was fo, I got an opportunity to enter, . 
went into the back parlour, and pofted oiyfelf in 

that 
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that corner of it which I thought -would he thfe 
fafeft and moft commodious. My patience was not. 
here put to any long trial : the ladies arrived a few 
minutes after 1 came, ulher'd iilto the room t»y Mrs. 
Flounceit, who placed them on a fettee with a gfeat 
<]eal of formal complaifance, and then made fame 
apologies, as many peopkdo when they -are drefe'd 
as well as they can be, for being in Aich a difha- 
bille, and not in the order fhe could wifli to re- 
ceive them. * 

It was eafy for me t6 perceive, hf Deidamk'li 
countenance, how ill (he had pafTed the ntght'V 
fkitracia alio feemed in fome agitation^ thOugb4hfe 
di/Tembled it as well as (he was able; and after 
giving fome flight anfwer to Mrs. Flounceit'is com** 
pliments, told her (he had brought a friend to look 
over fome of hier fine things; on which themiin^ 
tua-maker" immediately open'd a large prefs, an4 
brought out feveral pieces of chints, with fotM 
French brocades and rich Italian filks : thefe (hd 
fpread upon a table^ accompanying that a6tioil 
with many praifes on the beauty and curiofity of 
each. But it was in vain (he boafted, in vain fhi^ 
magnified ; all (he faid, as well as the real merit of 
the goods {he exhibited to fale, was wholly loft^Oii 
Deidamia : the mind of that afflidfced lady'was ioo 
much bent on thofe things which fhe expedfced fd 
be witnefs of, to have any eyes or ears for th<^f<i 
which were now prefenied to her ; (he took up fitft 
one piece, and then another, bat without feenUiig 
to know what flie did; and had fometbiAg^^fo 
diftra<Sl:ed in her airs and geftures, that Eu^rbcHl 
was obliged to keep Mrs. Flounceit in difcdui»fe/ 
to prevent her taking arty notice of it. • Her*^- be- 
haviour, joined with my,knowledge of the cauft?/ 
reminded me of Mr. Dr^den's words, which,<^ir 
ihe had been inclined to think of pOelry; >fli^' 
K A- mJghf 
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jnigbt pretty juftly have apply'd to her own coa- 
dition in this crifis : 

Love, juftice, nature, pity, and revenge. 

Have kindled a wild£re in my breafl ; 

I am all a civil war within. 

And like a vefiel, ^niggling in a ftorm, 

Require more hands than one to keep me upright* 

But if {he was fo little able to fupport the bare 
idea of the (hock (he came on purpofe to receive, 
what muft (be endure when fufpence, and all the 
remains of hope, were fwallowed up in the cruel 
certainty of her misfortune, and conviction left no 
farther room for doubt ! The maid of the houfc 
came into the room with a chocolate-pot in her 
hand, and told her mifirefs that the gentleman and 
lady above ftairs gave their compliments, and de- 
fired the favour of her company to breakfaft with 
them. Mrs. Flounceit was about to make fome 
anfwer to this invitation, yrhen Deidamia,"not able 
to contain herfejf. Hew out of the parlour,^ and 
dire£tly up ftairs, where (he found Meroveus it^d a 
young woman fitting on the fide of the bed they 
had but lately quitted. 

, Deidamia had fcarce entered the chamber when 
fte furprifed the guilty pair with thefe words : * I 

• have a right, fir, to think my company ought to 

• be as acceptable to Meroveus as that of Mrs. 

• Fipunceit, or any other woman/ 

4[iytracia had followed Deidamia as faft as flie 
^uM, in order, I fuppofe, to prevent any defpe- 
rate.efFeds of her prefent paffion, and I was not 
far behind ;. but it will be more eafy for the reader 
to conceive the furprize which appeared in the 
looks of Meroveus than for me to exprefs it : he 
ilarted up, and with a voice which the various 
emotions of his mind rendered almoft unintelligible, 
iaid to her, 

AdiToveus* 
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Meroveus, Confufion ! — Deidamia !— -madaoi, 
what brings you here? 

Deidamia, That is a queftion which ought ra- 
ther to be put to you. I came in purfuit of an un- 
grateful, too tnuch beloved hufband ; yau to in« 
dulge a lawlefs flame for an abandoned proftitute* 

Meroveus. Madani>-—— madam, this does not 
become you. 

Deidamia, Does it become you, frr, to leave 

your honeft home and wife, make pitiful ex-'' 

cufes for your abfence, and fkulk in corners wkIt 

a wretch like this, this abjcd hireling of liceA- 

tious wifhes f 

Mijirefs. Madam, I would not have you think 
I am any fuch perfon ; I did not know Mero/cus 
was a married man. 

Deidamia. 'Tis falfe, vile creature \ you cpuld 
not know Meroveus without knowing he had a 
wife ; a wife, who, without boafting,, is every way 
his equal : but get out of my figt>t, that L may 
have liberty to afk my pcrjur'd hulband what he 
could fee in that face of yours to be prefer/ 'd to- 
mine. 

On thisi Meroveus was opening his mouth to 
fpeak, but was prevented by Mrs. Flounceit, who," 
being aftonifli'd on the lady's running up ftaiFS,! 
and by the noife ihe immediately heard above, 
had hobbled up as faft as her fat would give \itc 
leave, and came into the room that moment, cry- 
ing as fhe enter'd, 

Mn. Flounceit. Blefs me ! what is the matter ■ 
here? 

Deidamia. Perhaps, madam, you are ignorant 
that your houfe is made a brothel* 

Mrs. Flounceit, Oh, my ftars- 1— ^a brothel !— * 
Heaven forbid ! , 

Eutracia. My friend tells you true, indeed : 

(be is the lawful wife of that gentleman j thcT 

K 3 . hav^ 
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have been married above feycn years; I was prefcnt 
at their wedding ; and that woman there is no bet- 
tpr than a proftitute. 

Mrs. Fhunait. Ob, the vile flut ! I wonder Sir 
David Townly fhould offer to bring me into this 
fcrape ! he kpows very. well . I never countenance 
fuch doings. Huffey, get out of my houfe this 
minute. 

In fpeaking this, (he advanced towards the mif- 
trefs of Me^-oveus, and v^as about to pufh her out 
of the room; but that. gentleman, perceiviij^ her 
intent, iftepp'd. between, and. with- avifage all in- 
ilam'd with wrath, faid, ' Hold, madam, hold ;^— 
*^tti.is Ia4y has put herftlf under my protedlion, ajid 
'. I win take care (o,.d^frnd her frpm all infults 

* whatfoever.* Then turning to Deidamia went 
<>n tbus :• — --' As for you, madam, you have only 

* e?cpofed me, and undoneiyourfelf : I will never 

* /ee you more.' .He then took his trembling mif- 
trefs by the hand to le^ her down fiairs ; Dei- 
damia, in the utmoil agony of fpirit, folIowV], and 
<;atchi^g him by the arm, cryy out to him, — * Oh 

* ftay, Meroveus ! you will not fure add injury 

^ to injury 1 — - — ftay, I conjure you, and let that 

* woman go !' To which ie reply'd, * Stand off, 
madam; your touch is now more hateful to 

« nie than ever it was agreeable ; fo Heave you, to 

* repent the caufe.' 

This crjuel rebuff not making her let go the hold 
flie had taken of him, he threw her off with the 
greateft contempt, and in:an indan.t was out of the 
houfe with his diffolute companion, who was, 
doiubtlefsj.as bafty^as hin^felf to get from a place 
where (he could exp^ft nothing but affronts. Dei- 
damia .would h^ve purfued her ungenerous hulband, 
perhaps even into the ftreet, had :fhe not been 
withheld by Eutracia, who endeavoured to con- 
.' '. vincc 
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vlftce her how little it woifld avkil to rcmbnftrate 
any thing to htm while he continued m thisf hu-^ 
mour. 

Rage had 'till ttow kept up the fplrits of this un- 
happy lady; but the objedts of it being removed, 
and the power orrefte6ling-retum*d,*fhe funic intb 
a grief no Jefs immoderate ; — {he wept, (he wrung 
her hands, beat her lovely breaft, ftie fwooned fe- 
veral times, and in her intervals 6f fenfe c6uld 6nly 
cry out, — ' Cruel, barbarous Meroveus ! — ^ — Un- 

* faithful, ungenerous huiband !-^— Good* Heaven ! 

* for what unknown tranfgreifton am I become 

* thus miferable !' Neither Eutracia nor Mrs. 
Flounceit omitted any thing in their power which 

• they thought might fcrve to give her cbnfolation j 
•but all they could do wis Wilwffici^nr, and it vfis 

fome'hours before fl\e'Vv*as enough 'i-eeo^erfed • cf ch 
Uo be' carried home : aslobn'as'flie AX^ds, Eutracia 

went with her in the ^oath, • ^nd -I 'walkM'home', 
Uoach'dto the very''f6ill at'the'fight -of her dif- 
urcfs. • 

I have already given the reader 'rtiyoj^inion con.- 
iceming the extreme folly of revdalirtg tinwelcome 
'fecrets to^our friends j fo (hall- fbrbcar'aSd ding anv 
ffafth^r reflexions on that head. And proccfed, witn 

as much brevity as ttiie-ftory^H -admit, to the ca« 
•taftrophe-6f' this urthappy -advdhtHire. 

I 'Wtnt the next morning to- tfie^ ho^ife of Me.- 
^rdveiis, utid was convin^^, by Vhat I heard tKe 
-fefvai^ts fdy among themfel^es, that he had n6t 

been at home that night, Which, indeed, I feared • 
'would be the cafe. On my going up ftairs, I 
:found Deidaniia lying on a couch, in a very de- 

jecSbed, melancholy pofture : Eutracia Was fitting 

near her, that lady, it feems, havihg' rtever quitted 
-her fince the unfortunate Vifit they iriade together 

at Mrs. Flounceit's ; but as the difcourfeUctween 
'K4 "them 
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them confifted only of complaints on the one lide^ 
and perfuafiODS to moderation on the other, I think 
it not material enough to be inferted. I had not 
been in the room abov« a quarter of an hour, be- 
fore a fervant prefented a letter to Deidamia v it was 
Xrom her hufband^ and contain'd thefe lines : 

* Madam, 
< I AM determined to live eafy ; which I am 
*• certain is utterly impradicable for me to do with 
•^ you, after what pafs'd yefterday between us. 
^ What I then faid in heat of pailion, I now repeat 
^ in cool blood, and that, on the moft mature delibe- 
^ ration. In ihort, an eternal difunion muft be the 

* confequence of your behaviour, nor ihould the 
^ tongues of angels difiuade me from this refolu- 

* tion ; you wiU do well to bear it with patience, 

* as the misfortune, if it may be one, has happen'd 

* entirely through your own fault. 

* To leave you no juft reafon to complain^ I 

* (hall order the jointure, fettled on you by our 
'* marriage*articles, to ibe regularly paid to you as 

^ though I were no more ; and fliall refign to you 

* all thie plate, linen, and houfliold furniture, ex- 
« cepting only my books, the India cheft, and 
^ bureau in my drefling-room. 

* As to our children, — the boy I fiiall take un- 

* der my care ; the girl I leave to yours ; and {hall 
^*alfo add one hundred pounds per annum to the 

* above-mentioned jointure, for her maintenance 

* and education, 

* Farewel for ever ! As we no more muft meet 
^ in love, it will be highly improper, and I think 

* could not be very agreeaWe to either of us, to 

* meet at all ^ I fhall thereforerefrain,. as much as 

* pof&ble^ going to any of thofe places you are ac- 

* cuflomed to Sequent, and hope you will have 

* prudence enough to fix the fame precaution in 

^ avoiding 
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^ avoiding me, efpecially when I tell you, that it is 
^ the only thing in which you can now oblige ' 

* Your ill-treaced hufl>..nd> 

« MlROVlUS.** 

^ P. S. I (hall fend to-morrow for the things I 
• mentioned.' 

My fair readers will be the beft judges of what 
Deidamia felt on finding her hufband had taken a' 
refolution which could not but give the moft mor- 
tal flab both to her love and pride. She paus-d a 
litt]^ after having read it,, then gave it to £utracia» 
crying out at the fame time with the greatefl em- 
^phafis : < See there, my dear Eutracia, this wedded' 
^ hufband is the fble aggrefTor, yet pretends to be- 
« the perfon who has reafon to refent P j Thac 
young lady, who was all fire and fpirit,. could not- 
forbear loading Meroveus with reproaches at the^ 
end of every paragraph fhe read ; and when ihe bad' 
finifh'd, faid to Deidamia, 

Eutracia. And how, my dear, do you intend to> 
proceed with this bafe,. this moft injurious man i 

Deidamia. Indeed I know not. 

Eutracia. If 1 were in your place,. I would* 
write him fuch an anfwer as would make his ears, 
tinsle. 

Diidamia. Alas! you know not what It is to be: 
a wife ! — but I will write, however. 

She then rung her bell for the footman, and^ 
afked him whether the perfon who brought the let* 
ter waited for an anfwer*. 

Footman. No, madam y he only bid me deliver 
it into your own hands^ and told me my mafleiw 
order'd me to come to htm about two hours hence 
at George's coffee-houfe, and bring fome linen* 
with ms^ 
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,JPddmia. ''Tis very well ; but do not go 'till I 
have /poke to^you again : I have a meflage to fend 
by you. 

The fellow a:flrurcd her he would not fail to obey 
her commands, and withdrew ; after which fhe fat 
down to .her efcrutore, took pen and paper, and 
b.'gaii to write in the following terms : 

« Cruel and unjuft, yet ftill dear MjunavEus ! 

* Jf rthere needed any other proof than that 
*. (bameful one! yefterday was witnefs of, that I am 

• miHrable in theitotaMofs of your affedlion, the 
Vlqtter I have juft now received would be a con- 

• arincing one— What !— after feven years conju- 
^-gai tendcrneffi, perfect; and fincere on my fide, 
^ and well diflfembled on yours, can you snter- 

• tain a thought of parting ? — Of tearing a {family 

• to pieces, which has hitherto lived (o rcfptOt- 
<• able in the world i ■ Mufl I be doom'd to 
•.-mourn a hufband's lofs even when (that hufband 
»: lives ? Muft my fon be bi'cd an alien to his 

• mother, and my daughter a ftrangcr to her fa- 
« thcr ?— O think, Merovcus ! and if no oonfi- 
« deration of me has any weight, let that off your 
« own reputation, and the intCFctt oi our children, 
«• prevail on you to alter this cruel resolution !■ 
•-We may, at leaft, live civilly together, if not 

• with the fame fondnefs as before this accident.— 

• Yet why ihould we not ? — I am willing to meet 
< you m re than half v/^aj in love.-^Yoti cannot 

• 'deny-but you havcwrong'o me in the moflten- 

• iltr point : I confcfs I was too raih in themanncr 

• of dcttciin<.', you : -W^ both have been to 

••Na;T^e ; what is done cannot be recall -d ;— — 

'*btvt it may be repented of > ■. Jet us exchange 

• forgivenefs, and endeavour to forget what ia 
••palt. 

f There 



• ^h«#e Was a tihie^when -^f^ity iictle ailment 
felt 'by yoiir Deidanliia gaf^e eq^il {WEiin to you !— - 
Gh, ^ah ydu th^Sh throw ofF at Ohbe all pity, all 
humariity, ^ll^reiHik-fe, for the agbntes you cannot 
but *4>e fehfible hiy •lk)or tormcilted hfeart now 
labours under? — No, — 'tis impoflible ; — reafon, 
honour, and good nature forbid it ! — you will re- 
turn, accept the pardon I fhall with joy beftow, 
and, in return, vouchfafe me yoiirs,— ^Let not my 
^hopcs decttivb *ftie ;— 1 am ftire they will not, if 
you'wHl ftrffer yourfelf to refledl ferioufly on' the 
unliappy cortfequehe^s tliat'iiiuft Infallibly attend 
a fdp^ratfon from her, who tVer has been, and 
defires ' to ecfntrnue, 

• Wii!h the greateft fmccrity^ 

« your moft faithful, and 

* Moft alFeftionate wife, 

* Deidamia,^ 

This flie communicated to Eiitracia, who ap- 
proved o*f the former part of it, but highly con- 
demned the latter, as thinking it too fubmiffive. 
JDeidamia, however, was of a different opinion ;. 
and the footman Coming in foon aftir- to know her 
commands, (he feal'd it up,, and pat it into his 
hands to deliver to his ma'fter, bidding him fay 
withal that (he was very tnuch indiTpofed. 

After he'was gone, the ladies began to enter into* 
fome^difjplilte coricernitig the authority of ahufband, 
and the duty that wis expefted from a wife j but as 
1 could prom ife myfelf no farther informatibn by 
their difcourfe on this fubjeft, and befides, re- 
membering I had fome bufinefs of my own to dif- 
patch, I left the place that inftant, not without an 
intention to return thither the next diy. Accord- 
ingly 1 went in the morning, and found poor Dei- 
K 6 * ^^w 
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dapiia almoft drown'd in tears, and walking back- 
Wards and forwards in one of her room» in a d\^ 
trailed pofture : the caufe of thefe frefh agonies I 
eafily perceived by a letter which which lay open 
on the table ^*-tbe contents whereof were as fol- 
low; 

« Madawt, 

• I HAVE been in fome debate within m,y 

• mind, whether to anfwer your epiftle in the man- 

• ner I now do, or not to anfwer it all, would 

• be the moft efFe<Stual means to prevent your 

• giving me or yourfelf any future trouble ; you 

• find 1 have purfued the former of thefe methods,, 
« and hope you will have difcretion enough not 

• to involve me in a fecond dilemma on this 

• fcore. Be affured, I did not refolve on a final 

• feparation without having well weighed the con- 

• fequences attending it, and find themfuchas can 

• no way come in competition with my peace of 
■♦ mind, without which life would be a curfe, my 

• bed a bed of thorns, my table a defart, my houfe 
« a hell, and every friend that came to vifit, a fury 

• to torment me. 

* See the - reverfe your Jealous folly has occa- 
« fion'd ; tax me not, therefore, with ingratitude: 

• a thoufand times you have confefs'd you thought 

• yourfelf as happy as a wonrian could be^ and it i» 

• certain you were truly fo. During the whole courfe 
« of the years we lived together, you never had' 

< the leaft ftiadow of a caufe to complain of my 

< want either of rcfpcA or tendernefs : if I in- 

• duiged any pleafures, which I imagined would 
« give you difquiet, I took care to be very private 

• in them :— Why then did you fufFer yourfelf to 

• be led by an idle curiofity to pry into fecrets, . 

• the discovery of which mull ^ve you pain, -and 

< poffibly 
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* poffibly prove the total deftrufiion of. that love 

* which once you caird your greateft bleifing I 

^ It is doubtlefs beft for both of us^ as yoit 

* rightly enough obferve, to forget what is patt v 
^ but I am far from thinking it can be done by the 

* way you mean : — no^ to forget can on)y be ac** 

* complifhed by avoiding each other's prefence, and 

* ceafing all kind of communication between^ us» 
« I fhall therefore give orders to my fervant to 

* charge himfelf with no letter or meflage you may 
< think fit to iend, and defire you will afTure your- 
^ felf, that this is the very laft you ever (hall re* 

* ceive from me. Farewel ! I wiih you all happU 
^ nefs in any other fphere of life than that you 
*' lately lived in with 

* Meroveus.*. 

After having examined this epiffle, I liftened uy 
what pafs'd between Eutracia and Deidamia ; but 
though I ftaid till my Tablets were crowded, I 
fhall forbear inferting the particulars of thefe ladies 
difcourfe, for reafons which will be hereafter ex« 
plained ', and only fay in general, that Eutracia 
would fain have fpirited up her friend to reientment 
and difdain, againft a hufband whom (be thought 
fb unworthy of her-^ that Deidamia'a lov« over- 
came her lex's pride ; and, in fine, that the one 
argued like a virgin, and the other like an a&c«^ 
tionate wife. Whether Deidamia made any further 
attempts to move her obdurate huiband to a recon« 
ciliation, I cannot be poiitive ; but believe fhe did 
not, for fhe retired fioon after into the country, 
whence fhe is but lately returned j and whatever 
her heart may endure, has very much regained her 
ttfual compofure of countenance and behaviour. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. VI. 

■Jsfomewhai more concife than ordinary^ hut to the Pur* 
pofe\ and will be found not the leaji worthy ofixny m 
the Book of being regarded with Attention. 

AS during the courfe of thefe lucubrations I 
have been extremely circumftantial in the re« 
ports I have made, the reader has aright to be fur- 
prifed that I omitted thedifcoiirfe between Dei d am ia 
and Eutracia ; lihal] therdfore, according to my 
promife, relate my motive for fo doing, and flatter 
myfelf it is fuch as will render me perfedly ex- 
cufable in this point. Much about the time of the 
adventure related in the two preceding chapters, I 
happened to be witnefs of a converfation, whichj. 
•though between different pevfons, and on a very 
•different occafioft, was ftill on the fubje^ of inar- 
riage, the authority of a hu(band, and the fubmfP 
fkon expe<Skd from a wife ; I left out the former,, 
and made choice of the latter, as of the two the 
moft 'interefting. 

Two fitters, whofe charaSefs I prefent to the 
public under the names of Fiavia and Celemena,. 
have both of them a' tolerable fliare of beauty, but 
no other qualification, either natural or acquh-ed, 
that could entitle them to the hope of an elevated 
ftation ; yet, by the benevolent a(pe<a of their 
happy planets, are they become the brides of Al- 
■candor and ThelamOnt, perfons diffinguifhed in the 
world by their birth and /ortune, and ftill «iore lb 
by the gresttnefs of their merit. Thefe •miptiali, 
fo aftoni(hing to the town, and which happened 
foon after one another, gave me a curioiity to dif- 
' cover, by the help of my Invifibility, in what 
faihion the ladies would behave themfelves in a 

fphcre 
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fphereof life fo altogether new to them, and fo 
little expedled, even in their vaineft wiihes, ever 
to arrive at. 

Flavia was the eldeft, and it was to her I made 
my firfl vifit ; fhe was in her dreffing-room, fitting 
at her toilet, with her waiting- maid behind her, 
giving the finifliing ftroke to her head-tire, The- 
l^mont was.aifo there, and ftood .leaning his elbow 
on a bifreau, with a good deal of diflatisfadion in his 
countenance, while (he kept looking in the glafs, 
and without turning her head towards him,.faid', 

Flavia, Prithee, Thelamont, .let us talk no 
more of this ftufF^ I am quite £ick of it ; I am cer- 
tainly the beft judge of thefe things, and it is in 
vain to perfuade me, for I will not foe contra* 
diaed. 

Thelamont, You will not then oblige me ? 

Flaaia. Pofitively no ; not when you inter- 
meddle in thefe affairs. 

Thelamont. Well then, madam, I fhall fay no 
more ; but muft tell you that I thought I .had a 
right to expe6l this proof of your complaifance. 

W:ith thefe words he flung out of the room, and 
ihe faid to herfelf, 

Flavia, Pifli ! was there ever any thing fo 
teafing ! Men areimightyfoolifli fometimes. iCa- 
tharine, bring me my gauze handkerchief. 

Maid, Oh, ma'am, did not your lady Chip fay 
you would wear your new tippet to-day ? 

Flavia. Hah.— Yes, — no, — it would fliew too 
much uf imy neck. 

Maid. Oh, ma'am, your ladyflbip cannot flie w 
too much of fo beautiful a part. 

Flavia, That's true.; but I fcratched one of my 
breafls with a pin this morning. 
V Maid . Qh the ugly ipin !— I wifli I knew which 
k was, that I migtsc orook it qukte double and 
throw it into the fire. 

* Juft 



2o8 THE INVISIBLE SPY. 

Juft as the maid had exprcfs'd her refentmcttt 
agarnft the weapon that had wou^ed her miftrefs, 
Celemena came into the room ; and after faluting 
her filter with a freedom fultable to the nearneis of 
their blood and friendihip, faid to her, 

Celemena. What is the matter, my dear lifter.^ 
you do not look pleas'd to-day. 

Flavia. Umph^ — No, not very well pleas'd; 
nor, indeed, much difpleas'd. 

Celemena. I met Thelamont going out as I 
came in ; I thought he feemed more referved than> 
tifual, and in a very ill humour. 

Flavia, If he chufes to be (b, it would be a pity 
any one fhould attempt to put him out of it. 

Celemena. I hope no mifunderftanding has hap-^ 
pened between you. 

Flavia. No, no, we underftand one another 
pretty well ; I underftand that he would fain pre- 
tend to take upon him t|ie government of myac* 
tions, and he underftands that I will not let him 
do it ; fo we have exchanged a few words tbis> 
morning ; that's alK 

Celemena. Have a care, fifter ; quarrels in the 
beginning of marriage promife butUctle felicity \& 
the continuance of that ftate, 

Flavia. That's true ; but *tis very provoking' 
when a man will needs interfere in things he haS; 
no manner of concern with. 

Celemena. Pray what is the fubieft of your dif- 
pute, if it be not too great- a fecret ? 

Flavia. Why you muft know he wants me to^ 
Ifeave off putting any carmise upon my cheeks, 
calls it nafty daubing, and fays I fhould be a thou* 
fand times handfomer without it. 

Celemena. I can fee nothing extraordinary in- 
riiis ; there are many men who have an utter 
averfion to- a woman's uiing any art to her com- 
plexion* 

FUnn$* 
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Flavia. They may cry out againft it ; but yet 
I am Aire it is frequently owing to art that they fall 
fo much in love with us ; a little red upon the 
cheeks gives a fparkle to the eyes, and a luftre to 
the features, which otherwife would appear flat and 
languid ; but they are fo fooliih as not to confider 
this i they like us as they fee us altogether ; and 
though they may be fenAble we are painted » never 
once imagine it is to that neceflTary auxiliary to 
beauty that we are chiefly indebted for thofe charms 
which attract their admiration. 

Celemena. Suppofe it as you fay, which how- 
ever I am far from blowing to be always the cafe. 
Thelamont has now feen you fuch as nature made 
you ; the night wears off that borrow'd luftre, and 
the morning (hews you what you truly are ; and if 
he approves of you in this light, I know of no other 
perfon whom you need be ftudious to pleafe. 

Flavia. I am of a quite different opinion. Qh 
the joy of bein^ gazed at, and followed by a whole 
crowded Mall 7 

Celemena, Perhaps to laugh ; but if flncere, a 
very empty joy, and what -a married woman ought 
not to be too ambitious of. 

Flavia, So then you would have me comply 
with my hufband's requeft ? 

Celemena. Indeed I would advife you to it : I 
am fure if Alcandor exprefs'd adefire that I ihould 
cut off my hair, and never let it grow again, though 
it is the gift of nature, and beftow'd upon me as 
the greateft ornament of our fex, I would not he- 
fitate one moment to oblige him. 

Flavia. Then you are a fool. 

Celemena, In this point I do not think I am : 

.for befides that duty which the law exa(^s from 

every wife to her huflband, there are other reafons 

which would oblige me to reCufo nothing to At« 

candor. 

She 



:tiO THE INVISIB'L^E SPY. 

She acconFfpany'd thefe words with a vfcry figni- 
fficatit look, which Via vte'obrtrving, order€*d her 
•maid, \f<^hich had beeii'a'l- this time in thei^oom, tx> 
< withdraw; and, as Toon as fee was ^one, replied 
*to what her fifter had faid bn thefe terms : 

Flavia. I know not what yoa would fay; you 
-would infer, that becaiife Akandor and TTielamoqt 
married us without fortunes, we are thertfoi'e 
'bound to be their flaves. 

• Geltmena. Net fo ; iirid I dare bcHevcvthat nei- 
ther of them will ever require a^y fu'b^milffion frortv 
'tis, but fuch as, if we had always been their* equals, 
would- v'cry well become ^us togtaht. 

Flavia, Laird ! wh^t a bultle you tnake about 
•equals! Whatever we were before, marriage has 
'made us now their equals j andfor'my <Swnpat-t, 
^I'lhall' never fubmit to <lo any thinfg Thdittiortt 
requires of me, uirtefs toy oWn inclinatiit»i''haf pert* 
'to coiictir. 

Celemena. Oh, 'fitter, 1 atn -amizM'tahear you 
talk in this manner ! — Have you been ittarried bdt 
one month, and can already forget the unhappinefs 
-of our fingle ftate— our fcanty and precarious dc- 
pendance,— the difficulties we found to 'fiipply 
ourfelves with even the common neceifarie^ Of Jife ! 
We made, indeed, a kind of tawdry fliew >^hen We 
appeared abroad ; biit hoW'did We pinch for it at 
home ? Is there no love, lio gritftude due from us 
'to men who have raifed us to ojkilence, grandeur 
*=and refpeiSt*? 

Fhvia. Pifli! they married us topleafe^them- 
felves, not out of pity to us. But let us have no 
more of this dull ftufFj you miift -^o with me to 
•Mrs. Rakelove's route to-night ; it is the firft fhe 
'has had, and I promised her to bring all the com- 
•pany I could, . 

Qelemenai -Indeed you'muft excufc me; 
Flavian For what reafon J 

Celmena. 
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Celemena. Alcaador fups at homej and Icannot 
be abrpad. 

Flavia. Heavens! hov/- ftrangdyjfilly yofuare 
.grown ! Akandor fups at home. What then, te 
did. not marry you to make you a cook ! You do 
mot df efs his viduals ? 

CeUmena. No; but he marrieol me to make 
me a companion at his vicSluals ; and while he con- 
tinues io defire my prefence, as I flatter myfelf he 
.always. will, I flaalLnever form any pretences tote 
'abfent. 

The face of FJavia grew more red than the car- 
mine had made it, on finding in her iiiftcr fenti- 
ments fo. oppoiite to her own j but was prevented 
from making any anfwer by the entrance ©f a fcr- 
vant, who told ber that fome ladies were come Co 
vifit her ; on *which flie went, accompanied fay 
-.Cdemena, lAtOitkedining*roam, in order Co ce* 
ccive them. Thus ended the. con vcrfation I mei»- 
,tioned ; and by it the. reader may judge* which of 
thefe two fifters had the greateft mare of prudence, 
•beft deferved her good fortune, and was moft likely 
to enjoy a long continuance of it. 

XX><3C<X)CXX)<XX>0<XXX>C^^ 
CHAP. vn. 

Prefents thfi Accaunt of qn Jncident which ccmnkt 
but be deeply affeHing to the Youth of both Sexes^y 
and no lefs remarkable in its .Event than any the 
Juthor's Invifibilityft)ip ever 'enabled him to Mf-^ 
cover. 

AMONG all the various deceptions whicb 
are carried on in^thls great world, Lknow 
of none more cruel, and more liable, to be attended 
^with the worft of confequences, than thofe^pracr 
.tiied in the affairs of love \ yet it is a crime which 
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paiTes with, impunity, and is fcarce cenfured by any 
but the pcrfons injured by it, and their particular 

friends and confidants. Even the ladies, ge« 

neraUy fpeaking, for there is no rule without ex- 
ceptions, are to little the friends of each other, 
that we rarely find them taking up the quarrel of 
their fex in this point ; on the contrary, they are 
apt to abfolve the vow- breaker, and let the whole 
blame fail on the believer: a man who has tri- 
umphed over the credulity of an hundred wome»> 

' fees himfelf not lefs refpedled ; and fometimes the 
number of pad conqueib fhall ferve him as a re- 
commendation, and be a means of his attaining new 
ones. Perjury is deemed but a venal tranfgreffion 
in this cafe; few think that oaths and imprecations, 
when diAated by the heart of an amorous inclina- 
tion, though formed in the moil binding termSf 
and uttered in the moft folemn manner, are ever 
regiftered in Heaven. 

This vice, as 1 mud take the liberty to call lU 
is not however wholly confined to the male fex ; I 
am forry to obferve, that thofe of the other, cither 
through pride, vanity, or an inconfiftancy of nature, 
are fometimes found guilty of deluding their lovers 
with fallacious expeSations. I hope alfo to be 
forgiven by the more difcrect part of womankind^ 
when I fay that a propenfity to fuch a behaviour i» 
yet lefs excufable in them than the men, as a per* 
fe<5t innocence, a fweetnefs of difpo&tionV andt 
fimplicity of manners, arc, or ought to be, thedi* 
ftinguifhing characS^eriOics of the fair fex. 

A young lady, to whom I (hall give the name of 
Syre/iia, was endowed by nature with every rc- 

Juifite to command love and admiration ; (he had 
ne eyes, a regular fet of features, fine hair, and 
a moft delicate complexion; was tall, well*{baped, 
and had fomewhat peculiarly attractive in her air. 
Fortune had not been altogether fo propitious t» 

beri 
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her ; through the extravagancies of her parents (he 
was left in poffeffion of a very moderate fortune ; 
it uras, however, entirely at her own diipofal, and 
f^fficient, with the good oeconoiny fhe was miftrefs 
of, to fupport her in a very genteel, though not a 
grand, way of life. 

Propofals of marriage had often been made to 
her by feveral eminent and wealthy citizens ; but 
ihe rejecSed them all, and defpifed the thoughts not 
only of a (hop, but alfo of all other callings and 
occupations whatever : ambition was the predomi- 
nant paffion of her foul ; and (he had vanity enough 
to think that her birth, her per(bn and accomplim- 
ments were fuch as might very well compcnfate 
for the fmalTncfs of her fortune, and entitle her to 
higher expe6latio>is« 

She had lived 'till the age of twenty-three, with- 
out having any offer of the kind (he hoped ; but 
about the expiration of that aera, a young gentle- 
man, called Rodano, happening to fee her at the 
houfe of a relation whom he vifited, became via- 
kntly in love with her, and foon after finding means 
to get himfelf introduced, made a declaration of 
bis padion ; to which, knowing what and who he 
was, (he gave all the encouragement he could 
wifli, or that was befitting the chara<Ster of a mo- 
deft woman* It would, indeed, have been much 
to he wondered at, if the addrefTes of RofTano had 
not been acceptable to her j he is dcfcended from a 
very ancient and worthy family, has an eftate of 
eight hundred pounds per annum, entirely free from 
any incumbrance, either mortgage, dowry, or por- 
tions to be paid out of it; his perfon and be- 
haviour are extremely agreeable 5 and, to add to 
all this, he has defer vedly the reputation of a man of 
{krliEt honour, and more fobriety than could be ex« 
pe£bd from his years, and tt^e dKTolutenefs of the 
prefent times. 

Thft 
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The fincerity andnvarmth of his affe£lion making 
him very itrenuous in his preffures, and the ad- 
vantages fhe found in a match with him rendering 
her complying, they were beginning to talk: of or- 
dering- articles for their marxiagc to be drawn, up,' 
when an uncxpedled accident, relating to hiseftate, 
obliged. him to go immediately into the country. 
Though he propofed to (lay but a .fhort time, yet 
he could not think of being deprived of the fight of 
his beloved Syrenia, even for a few weeks, without 
an infinity of grief. She teftifiedlitdelefs regret 
for this enforced reparation j their parting. was «x« 
tremely moving, each feemed to endeavour toout'^ 
vie the other in exprefF.ons of tenderneis ; and the 
onlyconfolation he had was, the repeated. afTurances 
fhe gave him, that wherever (he went he carried* 
her heart along with him. 

It is highly probable, that the afFe(Slion (hepn)* 
fefe'd for him was at that time perfed^ly finccreV' 
and that fhe looked upon the accident which delayed: 
the celebration of their nuptials as no inconfiderable 
misfortune to her : but whatever chagrin fhe might 
feel at firit on this account, it was very foon diffi- 
pated, and gave way to ideas of a far different na^- 
ture. The motive which brought about fo fuddcti' 
and fo extraordinary a change in her fentimentsr,. I 
ihall relate, as I was afterwards fully informed of 
it, by the feveral converfations I was prcfentat by 
the help of my Invifibility. 

She was one morning in the Park witha Jady of 
her acquaintance called Delia, where they were* 
met and joined by a young officer, brother to- 
Delia, and a gentleman who was with- him, and- 
equally a ftranger*to both the ladies, butbehaved 
towards them with the greateft refpei^ and polite- 
nefs. They walkki two or three turns up and down* 
the Mall ^ after, which the .gentlemen .took their 
leave^ and Syrenia and Delia went to. their. refpeo- 

(ivc 
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tive habitation?, without thiflkmgifloy more of what 
had palVd. Littje, jnd^d, gouW. either of.thcofi' 
apprehend the confequeupejofthia adventure ; but 
the next day, early in ithe forenoon, Syrcnia was* 
fyrprifed with a vifif from Delia, .wlio.camc runn. 
ning into her apartment without any ceremony, 
crying out a«L fbe catered, 

Delia. Joy to you, my d^r.; l! come. to. wifh. 
you joy ! 

Syrenia. Of wh^t? fori fee noolhenfubjeiStof 
joy than what I always feel pn: feeing yoiu 

Delia. Me !— — no,, no, — ^ a thoufand fuch as 
me are quite out of the queftion ; but I Jiave thci 
ple^fure to congratulate . you on the greateft con- 
queft.ypur beauty ever mAde^ or perhaps ever can; 
make ! 

iSyrenia»,. You are got into a veinsof jraillery thi& 
morning. 

Delia, No, .upon my honour^ I never was more 
ferious.: Do you no^femembcf the fine gentleman 
that was with my brother yefterday in the Mall ? 

Syrcnia. Yes y you iknow. they join'd company 
with u$. 

Delia. His name \s Leontine j .he is the eldcft. 
fon of his father, aod heir apparent to three thou- 
fand pounds a-.year :— ycu faw his perfom; for my 
part, I think nothing can be more agreeable^ aad 
my brother tells me he is the mpftiaccomplifhod. 
man he ever knew. . 

Syrenia. Well ; and what is all this to me ? 
DtJia. . It isiall to .you* It fecms he faw you 
laft Sunday at Weftminfter^Abbey, fell violently in: 
love with you, and would have followed to h^vci 
feen where you lived,, but was prevented by fome 
gentlemen of his acquaintance, who that inftant 
laid hold of. him, and forced: him along with them,r 
Syrenia. 'Tis po£&hle-fuch .a one. might be. 
tbeije ; but I did not takio i^caice o£ him^ . 

Delia. 
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Delia. That may be ; but he took fo much of 
you, as not to be able to fleep ever (ince, 

Syrenia. Very romantic, iruly. But pray how 
came you fo well acquainted with the fecretsof his 
heart, who yeftcrday Teemed an utter ftranger to 
his perfon ? 

Delia. I will tell you the whole affair, as mjr 
brother laft night came and informed me of it. 
After they had left us they went and dined together 
at a tavern : Leontine afked a tboufand queftions 
concerning your family, your fortune, and your 
charader j all which, you may be fure, were an- 
swered not to your disadvantage : he then made my 
brother the confidant of the paffion you had in- 
fpired him with, and intreated him to ufe his inte- 
reft with me, as he found 1 was pretty intimate 
with you, to engage mc to introduce him to you, 
which I have faithfully promifed to do. 

Syrenia. What ! without my confent ? 

Delia. I hoped to be forgiven j fuch an offer, 
my dear, is not to be rejeded. 

Syrenia. It is much beyond my expedtations, I 
muft confefs ; but the disparity between our for- 
tunes is too great. 

Delia. If he thinks your perfon an equivalent, it 
is not your bufmefs to make objections. 

Syrenia. That is true j and if I could flatter 

mylelf he were really fincerei ^but 1 will con- 

fider on it. 

Delia. It will be time enough for you to con- 
fjdcr when you have heard what he has to fayi 
for I have promifed to bring you together this 
evening. 

Syrenia. This evening ! — as how ? 

^ DeKa, As thus : I invite you to fup with me 

to-night, my brother and Leontine fhallcomein 

as if by accident ; neither your pride nor your mo- 

defty has any thing to fcruple i for I affuiv you I 

' wiU 
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*wn] not let even my brother know that I have 
fTevioufly acquainted you with any thing of the 
matter. 

^yrenia, WeH, on that condition I will come, 

Delia. Indeed, my dear, I fhould think you veiy 
tnuch to bJamc to ttirn your back on a profped \o 
highly advantageous ; for though you arc well born, 
well accomplifh*d, archandfome, and have alio fome 
fortune of your own, yet the three ftrft of thefe, at 
men now think of marriage, weigh but lightly a- 
gainft what they call the incumbrance of a wife i 
atid as to the latter, 70U know, it will not entitle 
you to a coach and fix, 

Syrenia. The juftice of what you fay cannot be 
denied ; but I would do nothing that ihould occa- 
sion my character being call'd in queftion, nor 
would feem too forward, though to promote the 
higheft expectations ; therefore, my dear Delia, re- 
member I depend on your prudence. . 

Delia. In this you fafely may : I know too well 
what is owing to my fex, and the cruel afperfions 
men are apt to throAv on our moft innocent free- 
doms, not to be extremely cautious in avoiding 
giving the leaft room for cenfure, 

Syrenia. Indeed, my dear, my obfervation on* 
your own conduft ought to put to filence all my 
doubts on that fcore ; and whatever is the event of 
this affair, I fhall always gratefully acknowledge 
your good wiflies towards me. 

Delia. If it fucceeds, I fhall be a (harer in your 
good fortune, as nothing gives me a more fenfible 
fatisfaflion, than to have it in my power to contri- 
bute to the happinefs of my friends : but I muft 
leave you ; I promifed to let my brother know whe- 
ther you could come or not, that he may apprife 
ieontine of it. 

The good-natur'd Delia, who did not know how 
far Syrenia had gone with Roflano, went away in 

Vol. II. L t^^^^ti^ 
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fpeaking thefe words ; but I could cafily perceive, 

by the glow on Syrenia's cheeks, how much flie 

was tranfported with the purpofe of her vifit ; and 

was yet more confirm'd of her being fo by fome 

disjointed foliloquies fee utter 'd when fee thought 

there was no witnefs of what fee faid. « Three 

thoufand pounds a year, and fo fine a gentleman 

as Leontine ! fo hand fome, fo polite, fo every 

thing that is agreeable ! If he is as fincere as Delia 

. imagines him to be, I feali have caufe to blefs the 

hour I went to Weftminfter-Abbey ; or rather, 

. that which carried me to the Park ycfterday, 

without which he might never have known who 

I was, or where to And me, and I feould have lofi: 

all the advantage my good ftars feem'd to have 

decreed for me.' 

Here fee ceas'd to fpeak, other fort of emotions 
ifmg in her mind, to which fee gave a loofe in this 
exclamation : * It. was an unlucky thing I went fo 
far with Roffano.:. the poor man loves me to dif- 
tradiion -, he will certainly break his heart when 
he finds I have forfakcn him ; and, it may be, 
reproach me as the occafion of his death.' 
On this her countenance feem'd a little difcon- 
crtcd i but it fooji wore ofF, and after a feort paufe 
fee went on thus : * I am glad, however, that no 
contrail has pafled between us : the encourage- 
ment I gave his pajflion, and the verbal promifes 
I made him, need be no impediment to my ac- 
cepting a better offer. It will be prudence in 
me, however, not to throw him off, nor give him 
any room to fufpedl 1 have lefs affe<5bion for him 
than I had, 'till I am well affured that Leontine 
is in earneft.' 
This was enough to feew me the principje and 
difpofition of Syrenia, both which, indeed, were 
fo little pkafing to me, that I had not patience 
to ftay with her aiiy longer; but quitted her apart- 
ment 
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Tnent with a contempt, which could {he have been 
ienfible of, would no doubt have given her fome 
mortification. 

I made one of the company that night at Delia's, 
however ; but as it could not be expelled, that in 
a meeting which was to p^fs for cafuaJ, there (hould 
be any converfation, except on general topics, I 
reap'd no other benefit by being prefent, than to be 
convinced that Leontine, by the glances he took 
every opportunity of cafting at Syrenia, was indeed 
very much enamour'd, and that me fpared no pains 
to make him more fo. The next day he wenc 
with the brother of Delia (o vifit her, and the fuc-* 
ceeding one took the liberty of going thither alone, 
and made a declaration of his paffion, which {he, 
having well prepared herfelf with anfwers, received 
•in fuch a manner as neither to reje£fc, nor with too 
n)uch readinefs encourage. 

The ice once broke, he profecuted his addrefles 
'with fo much vigour and affiduity, that {he thought 
it would be no breach of modefty to give him 
room to hope he was not altogether indifferent to 
her : by degrees, therefore, ihe became more kind 
on every viiit he made, but did it with caution and 
referve ; neither by her looks or words forfeiting 
that chara<2er of difcretion {he fo much valued 
herfelf «pon, dropping only fome hints, as if forced 
from her, from a fund of tend^rnefs within, which 
ihe would fain endeavonr to conceal, but had not 
the power of doing it. Thus artful in appearing 
altlefs, Leohtine, though a man of very good fenfe 
and penetration, never once fufpe£led {he was any 
other than fuch as {he aiFe£ted to be, plain, fimple, 
generous, and incapable of difguiflng her fenti- 
ments, 

. It is certain, indeed, that her natural cunning 
-was greatly afliftod bow to. proceed on this occa- 
fiOn, by the intelligence {he daily received frova 
L 2 I>^\^^ 
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Delia, to whofe brodicr Leontine made no (crupk 
of diiburthening all that pafs'd in his heart in rela- 
tion to his pa£Bon for Syrenia. Frpm this faithful 
friend (he learn 'd, that tho' it was not to be doubted 
1>ut that Leontine was as much in love with her as 
man could be, yet the great reipe£l and reverence 
be had fm his father would not permit him to 
timik of venturing on a thii^ of fo much confe- 
't)uence as marriage, without having firft obtained 
' Ills <on(tnt and approbation of die woman he 
made choice of for a wife ; and that to this end he 
liad already fent two letters to his father, who lived 
^nti^ely in the country ; but the anfwers he received 
not being -^uite fo fatisfa&ory as he wtfli'd, he had 
wfoteathird, diiSlased in the moft paffionate and 
-preffingAerms« 

She could not iwoid being under fome very un* 
eafy apprehenfions on the fcore of this old gentle- 
m«i, and a)fo fearM that the pafiion Leontine was 
infpir'd wkh might <uit of itfelf be ftroi^ enough 
«to get the better of that obedience owing fr«m him 
^to a father's will ; flie therefore wifh'd to intereft 
'his good nature and genefx>fity in her favour, and 
fudged that the fureit way to fecure hie afi^ioa 
iwas to make him theconhdant of her's. But the 
'zneans <>f accomplifliing this was a difficulty ihe 
4cnew not frefenttv how to get over. To conkh 
*by word of mouth me lov'4i him, feem'd too great a' 
%reach of modefty, efpecially as his courtmip to 
3ier had not yet baen of any kngcontimiance ; and 
to get iiim inform'd of it by Delia, Ihe thoufi;ht 
iwould be the fame thing, as he would doubtleis 
imagine it wa6 not done widiout her privity and 
confent -, befides^ ibe knew not whother that lady 
would approve of fuch a itep. Being one dayde- 
;fired by him to favour him with a tune on her fpin- 
net, file entertain^d him with «a air oat of the 
Opera of Arfinpe, Jtbe fitA in the baliaii tafte tver 

ohibitsd 
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exhibited on the Engllfli ft^ge, and» in my opinion, 
has been exceeded by none that have come alter iL 
7 he words {he fung to her inftrumooli were chcib ; 

Wanton zephyrs foftly blowing. 
Watching, catching^ whifperin^, going. 
Bear in ilghs my foal away : 

Tell Ormoncte what I feel. 
Tell him how his chains I wear. 
Tell him all my grief and care ; 

Gently dealing. 

And revealing,, 
More of love than I can (ly. 

But though Leontine extoU'd botb^emufia^am} 
the Toice which gave it utterance, yet he fhew'd no 
indication of imagining ihe had any defign of flat- 
tering his paffion in the choice (he made of this 
fong : this making her perceive (he muft be more 
explicit^ her fertile invention foon preiented her 
with a ftratagem, which pleafing her f^ncy at the 
fame time that it promis'd the fucccfs fhe aimetf at, 
{he put into immediate execution. It was this*: 
Having a natural talent for poetry, (he (at down at 
her efcrutore, took pen, ink, and paper, and with- 
out being at the pains of nuich ftudy^ wrote the 
following lines : 

The Breathings of a Lovc-fick Heart. 
Wit, manly beauty, every grace combine 
To deck the youth I love with charms divine. 
But, ah ! my too uncautious heart take heed. 
Nor with gay hopes the growing pailion feed ;. 
Wealth's the chief idol that mankind adore, . 
The foy'reign power they all &11 down befors j . 
My niggard fortune does that charm deny, 
And love alone will not its wants fupply ; 
Let me then guard each av'nue to my brcaf!. 
And bar all entrance to this dangerous gueft : 

La 1^ 
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Left by indulging the prefumptuous flame,. 
I fall thevidlim of defpair and fhame. 
But, oh, 'tis vain ! — the god of love confpire« 
To aid my Leontinc with all his fires. 
Speaks in his voice and fparkles in his eyes. 
And what he fweetly forces, juftifies. 
*Tis fure determin'd in the book of fate, 
I mull adore, ev'ir tho' he proves ungrate.' 

This paper, which fhe v^anted him to believe 
was a fincere confeflion of the whole fecret of her 
foul, fhe contrived fhould fall into his hands ih 
fuch a manner as fhould have too much the ap- 
pearance of chance to be liable to any fufpicion of 
defigti. At his next vifit, her maid being well in-i 
itru6^ed by her how to a6i, ran haftily into the 
room, and told her that the man whom fhe had . 
ordered to come for his money was below. Syrenia 
aiFeded not to underftand what fhe meant, and 
ciy'd, 

Syrenia. What man ? what money I 
Maid. Mr. Shapley, madam, your ftay-makcr» 
Syrenia. Oh, now I remember I did bid him 
come for his money ; he takes a ftrange unfeafon- 
able time ; people fhould always come in a morn- 
ing on thefe affairs : however, Til fee if 1 can find 
his bill, and do you carry a pen and ink into the 
parlour, that he may write me a receipt on the back 
of it. . 

On this the maid withdrew, and Syrenia open'd 
a little defk that flood in the dining-room, and be- 
ginning to tumble over fome writings flie had there, 
as if in fearch of the pretended bill, dextroufly 
flipp'd from among the refl the paper which con- 
tained the above-recited verfes, and let it fall to the 
ground without feeming to obferve that any thing 
was dropped j then faying fhe had found what fhe 

had 
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had ]ook'd for^ {hut up the dclk in a great hurry, 
begg'd Leontine would excufe her abfence for a 
few moments, and went down ftairs. She was no 
fooner gone than Leontine happening to c^ft his 
eyes that way faw the paper, and took it up, as I 
luppofe, with no other intention than to deliver it 
to Syrenia when flie Ihould return ; but it being 
purpofely folded in fuch a manner that part of the 
writing appeared on the outfide, he muft have been 
Itrangely incurious indeed, if feeing it a poem, and 
wrote in his miftrefs's hand, he had forbore exa- 
mining it. Never was any tranfport more vifiblc 
than in the countenance of Leort tine while reading 
thefe delufive ttanzas : his looks put me in mind of 
the poet's words : 

/ Kindhefs has refifllefs charms, 
All thing* elfc but faintly warms ; 
It gilds the lover's fervile chain. 
And makes the (lave grow pleas'd and rain. 

Though by the particulars I have been repeating, 
the reader wiH eafiiy fuppofe I was both an eye and 
an ear witnefs of them, yet it is utterly impoffible 
for me to defcribe either the looks or attitude of 
the one or the other, in the joyous furprife of find- 
ing himfelf, as he imagined, thus extremely dear to 
the only woman to whom he wifh'd to be fo. She 
took care to ftay fo long below as to give him time 
to rcijfi over, more than once, what fhe intended for 
his perufal : it was ftill in his hands when fhe re- 
turned ; but fhe feem'd to take no notice of it, and 
was beginning to apologize for her abfence, by lay- 
ing the blame on the impertinence of her flay- 
maker ; but Leontine, with a geflu re full of rap- 
ture, interrupted her, faying, 

Leontine. O, madam, you mufl allow me to 

become an advocate for this honeft tradefman^ 

L 4 fince 
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ilnce by his fortunate detaining you^ I am made tbc 
happier of mankind. 

Tothis Syrenia, afFedingnot to comprehend the 
meaning of what he faid^. reply'd with a fmile, 

Syrenia, What riddle 1$ this you are ahout to 
pofe me with ?. I am the duileft creature in the 
world at giving a folution to thefe things. 

Leontini. This papexr, madaRi, wa£(ed to me by 
the god of love's own hand^ hias given nae the wifh'd- 
for opportunity of proving myfelf lefs unworthy of 
the bleiBng I afpire to, than jour doubts fuggelL 
No, my charming Syrenia,, not all the tr^afures i)i 
the world could add one ray of luftre to the g^acq^ 
of your mind and perfbn ^/tis thofe alone I covet ta 
enjoy, and in pofleffing them fhall ))€ JOcu^re'iiGhftlMiA 
in poffeffing both the Indies. 

While he was fpeakifig« Syreoia caft hst ayes 
upon the paper and bluib'd exceffively • partl))r per- 
haps through fhame,,but more theougbthQ fkalure 
which diiFufed. itfelf through aU h^rve«|i&^o« per- 
ceiving, by the behaviour of Leontine, how well 
the fuccefs of her ptot had anfweii'd dhe inotfintioa 
of it. The weUdifrembled.coDfuTion ihe was: in 
was aiv excufe for her not fpeaking ;. and Leoatiae 
went on to aiTure her, in the moft tender terms, 
that no confideration whatever {hauld have the 
power to oblige him to withdraw that firmaffefHoii 
he now avow'd to her, and that he bop'd » vcty 
little time would put a final period to. ail hex ap- 
prehenTtons on that fcore. What £irthev coaverfa^ 
tion pafs'd between them at this< time I (hall for- 
bear to repeat, as it may be eafily guefs'd at ; and 
proceed to the condu£l of Syrenia in regard to her 
other lover, whom the reader may think I have too 
long neglected. 

'^i he bufmefs which call 'dRoflano into the couni- 
try detaim^d him! there muck longer timn he had 
cxpeded } and an unlucky fall &on!i his horic, the 

very 
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i^ery day before he intended to kt out for London^. 
occafioned a fecond delay of his journey. This ab- 
pBnce of his gave Syrenia a full opportunity of en- 
tertaining her new lover, though fhe received every 
poft a letter from the former, all vi^hich ihe did not 
fail to anfwer with that lendernefs which might be 
cxpedled from a woman who had promifed to behia' 
wife ; ftill keeping clofe to her firft maxim, not tor 
give any umbrage to the one, 'till flie was perfectly 
fecure of the other. All impediments, howevery^ 
being at laft removed, that gentleman arrived iiv 
town on the fame day that Syrenia and Leontinc 
were engaged in the manner above recited : his im- 
patience to fee his beloved miftrefs carried him im- 
mediately to her lodgings ; be came while his rivat 
was with her j but her maid, well knowing how^ 
improper it was that they (hould meet, told him' 
her lady was abroad ; on which he went away, fay-- 
ing he would return in the evening, as he knew (he 
was not accuftom'd to ftay late from home.- 

He was doubtlefs much difappointed, but not a^ 
all fufpicious of the caufe,^ 'till, having crofs'd the 
flreet, he happen'd to caft his eyes back upon the^ 
houfe, either by chance, or poflibly through fond-- 
nefsof the place which contained the idol of his» 
wifties. — Syrenia was fitting in the window, and- 
Leontine very near t^ her ; Roffano had a full view" 
of both ; but Syrenia was too earneft in difcourfetoi' 
obferve him, though he flood motionlefs on the fpot 
wherehewas for fome minutes. Itfeem'dnotftrange 
to him that a gentleman fhould be with her; tho* he 
could find no way to account why he fhould be de- 
nied accefs to her, but one, which flung him to the 
ibul. He was more than once tempted by his 
j^aloufy, as I afterwards difcover'd, to return and^ 
demand of the maid a reafon for his having hear 
refuftjd admittance ^ but fecond thoughts prevailed, . 
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and he went home to deliberate how it would beft 

become him to behave in fuch a circumflance. 

Leontine ftaid fupper ; and Syrenia ftepping out 
of the room to give fome neceffary orders to her 
inaid, was informed by her that RofTano had been 
there, and of the meflage he had left : this greatly dif- 
concerted her ; but after a little paufe, fhe reco- 
vered herfelf enough to give thefe dir.dtions: — 

* This is very unlucky ; Leontine will probably 

* ftay late : you muft therefore tell Roffano that 

* I am not yet come home, and that you believe 

* I am gone to the play.' The maid pundlually 
obeying thefe direftions, RofTano only reply-d, that 
fmce it happen 'd fo,'he would do bimfelf the ho- 
nour to breakfaft with her lady the next morning, 
and then departed, feemingly well fatisfied. But 
though he forbore giving any indications of his 
jealoufy to this girl, he doubted not but that the fe- 
cond repulfe was owing to the fame motive the firft 
had been-: refolving, however, to be more fully 
convinced* he pofted his fervant, whom he had 
brought with him for that purpofe, under a lamp 
a few doors from the houfe where Syrenia lodged, 
charging him to obferve carefully who came in 
or out,. and if hefaw a. gentleman in black velvet 
and a bag wig, to follow him wherever he went, 
find out his name if ppfGible, and bring him an 
cxa<ft account, 

Leotitine was fo much charm'd with the difco- 
very he had made of Syrenia's afFe<Slion, that he 
quitted her apartment not 'till the night was far ad- 
vanced. Roflano's fervant, however, kept clofe to 
his ftand, 'till a chair being call'd, he faw the gen* 
tleman his mailer had defcribed go into it: he fol- 
lowed, and as foon as Leontine had enter'd the houfe 
where he lodged, and the door was fliuf, afk'd 
the chairmen if they knew the gentleman they 
had carried j but they anfw^ring in the negative, 

and 
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and he feeing no houfe open where he might en- 
quire, could learn nothing farther that night; but 
early the next morning he went again, and had the 
addrefs to find out all the particulars that could be 
expe£Ved from him. 

Rofl'ano was now a/Tured not only that he had a 
rival, but alfoa rival highly favoured by his miftrefs. 
The diftradion he was in may eafily be conceived ^ 
but he difTembled it on his firft approach to Syrenia^ 
whom he did not fail to vifit the next mornrng, as 
he had told her maid. Syrenia, before flie was in- 
form'd of it, knew very well, that miffing her 
that night, he would not let -another day pa6 
over without coming ; ihe therefore had the arti- 
fice to tell Leontine fee was obliged to go fome 
few miles out of town to fee a relation who fee 
heard was dangeroufly ill. 

I am not a perfon who live without having fome 
bufinefs in the world, yet there are few things of 
confequence enough to me to have detain'd me 
from being a witnefs of what pafs'd in this inter- 
view between RoiTano and Syrenia; fo I fcall pre- 
fent my readers with it as recorded in my faithful 
Tablets. Syrenia no fooner heard he was there, 
than fee ran to the top of the flair-cafe to receive 
him, and with the greateft feew of. tendernefs fa- 
luted him in thefe terms : 

Syrenia. My dear Roflano,. how grieved have I 
been for lofing the fight of you laft nightj after 
having been fo long an age of time deprived* of if! 

Rojano. This misfortune, madam, was wholly 
mine ; for while I moan'd your abfence, you doubt- 
lefs found fomething to aniufe and entertain you. 
1 heard you were at the play. 

Syrenia. I was fo ; but what could I find thete 
to compenfate for the faiisfadion I mifs'd by being 
fo unlucky from home ? 

RoffauQ. Were you at CovCnt- Garden ? 

L 6 Sjyfnla*. 
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Syrenia. No ;. at DrutTT-Lsdie. But why dt 

70U afk ? 

Rojfano. Only for % foolifli fancy. 

Synnia. Nay, I may anfwer. myfelf that queftion. 
I will lay my life you went in fearch of me ; bu( 
I chofe to go in a diihabilley and fat on the bacic 
bench in Burton's box, fo it was ImpofEble for 
you to fee me. 

R$ffano. Not fo impoffible as you imagine, ma- 
dam : but I had no need to go to either ^f the 
Theatres ; the object I fo much languifhed to be- 
hold prefented itfelf to me without my taking any 
pains. 

Thefe words occafion'd a vifible change in bar 
countenance y (he blufli'd exceffively, caft her eyes 
upon the groiind, and had not power to lift them 
lip while (he faid only, 

Syrenia. What is it you mean ? 

Rojfano. There needs no explanation ; the dif- 
order you in vain endeavour to conceal, (hews but 
too much how well you are acquainted with my 
meaning. Ah, Syrenia, Syrenia, how did I once 
.'flatter myfelf with an affurance that your heart was 
mine, inviolably nune ! but now I find my abfence 
has been fatal to me. 

Syrenia. Foibcar to talk thus : tkefe fufpicioos 
are unjuft to me, and cruel to yourfelf. 

Rojpmo. Why then was I laft night turned from 
your door ? Why twice repulfed, while my more 
happy rival was allow'd the privilege oi entertain- 
ing you till midnight ? 

Syrenia, Who tells you this ? 

Jlojfano. My own eyes, madam, were my firft 
Intelligencers: I faw you at that window ; fawalfo 
your new favourite, and eafily judged by both your 
attitudes what was the fubjeft of your convcrfa- 
tion : as to the^v^, I was informed of it hy, means 
to which I aft«fward« had recourfet 

The 
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The falfe Syrenia was now ablolutely confound^ 
ed : there was no giving the lye to ocular demons 
firation as to the firft part of Rofiano*s charge 
againft her ; but (he endeavoured to avoid the lat* 
ter, by faying^ 

Syrenia. Well, Sir, I own I was at home, and 
had order'd myfelf to be denied ; but expeiSted not 
your coming, or knew you had been here 'till after 
you were gone : as for the gentleman you faw with* 
me, 'tis your own jcaloua fancy alone that makes^ 
you regard him in the light of a lover. 

RoJJano. I grant you did not expeA me; but 
as your fervant is no flranger to the footing we are 
upon, ihe would certainly have look'd on me as aa 
exception to the general order you had given, if fhe 
had not known I was no proper perfon to join ia 
the company you had above : beudes, you cannot 
plead ignorance of my iecond vifit ; yet 1 was agaia 
lurn'd back, 

Syrsnia, You wrong me y I proteflr I never heard^ 
of your being here 'till 1 was going to bed ; think 
no more therefore of fuch idle ftufF: this is not 
difcourfe for two people who love» and have fa 
long been abfent from each other. 

Roffano. Ah, Syrenia I I wifli the treatment I 
have received would allow me to entertain you^ 
with any other : there was a time when 1 could be 
as gay, perhaps, as he who now fupplants me in. 
your efteem. 

Syrenia.. Still harping on the fame firing j re-- 
member what the poet fays : 

No figns of love in jealous men remain, 

But that Which fick men have of life,-— their pain^ 

She had juft done repeating thefe lines when the ■ 
tea-equipage was brought in for breakfail, and 
KofTano, who I could perceive by his countenance 
was little pkafed with the trifling anfwers ihe had 
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made to his reproaches, rofe up to take his leave; 
on which (he fuddenly catchM hold of hfs hand, 
and with a well-counterfeited tenderncfs in her 
voice and eyes faid to him, 

Syr£nia. You will not go and leave me in this 
humour ? 

RoJJkno. Indeed I muft; I have this moment 
thought of a bufinefs that requires immediate dif- 
patch. 

Syrenia. Shall I then fee you in the afternoon ? 

Rojfano. I cannot promife. 

He was half way down ftairs while fpeaking 
thefe laft words; and though fbe follow'd him two 
or three fteps, and call'd him to ftay, he turned'not, 
nor even look'd back upon her, but went haftily 
out of the houfe. I was refolved'to fee what was 
his intent, and accompanied him to the place <A 
that kinfwoman where he had firit feen Syrenia. 
He >yas beginning to tell her what caufe of com- 
plaint he haki agairtft that hdy ; hut {he ftopp'J his 
mouth by feying flie was already acquainted with 
evtff. thing he had to relate ; and then proceeded to 
inform him, that having a friend who lived oppo- 
fite to Syrenia, fhe had learn'd that {be entertained 
a new lover, who vifited her almo{l every day, and 
that the neighbourhood believed it would very 
fhortly be a match. Roffano went from this rela- 
tion to his own lodgings, where Jiaving vented 
fome part of his rage in exclamations on the levity 
and ingratitude of womankind, he fat down and 
wrote the following lines to Leontiue : 

* S I R, 

* You have endeavoured to fupplant me in 
« the afFe6l:ion of the woman I loyed, and am en- 

* gaged to marry : I need not tell you I mean Sy- 

* renia j I expeft therefore you will either reiign 

* all pretenfions to her under your own hand, or 
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* give fuch fatisfadion as one gentleman has a right 

* to demand from another in thefe cafes : I fhall 
« attend you behind Montague-houfe at eight to- 

* morrow morning, *till when, 

* Yours, 

* ROSSANO.* 

This he fent immediately 19 Leontine, who hap-^ 
pening to be at home, returned an anfwer by the. 
bearer in thefe terms : , 

'SIR,. 

^* I OWN myfelf alover of Syrenia, but know 

« nothing of your courtflbip to her, nor will believe 

' (he is under any engagement of the nature you 

' mention, either to you or any other man ; and 

* {hall be fo far from refigning my pretenfions, that 
' I will defend, them to the laft moment of my 

* life : you may therefore rely qn my meeting you 

* at the time and place appointed. 

;• Yours, &c. 

* Leontine.* 

RoiTano had fcarce finifiied ' reading this billet,' 
when a porter brought him a letter from Syrema, 
the contents whereof vyere thefe : 

* My very .dqar RossANo, ^ . i 

* YOUR behaviour this morning has thrown 

* me into difqujets which might excite compaffion 

* in a heart lefs devoted to me than [ flattered my- 

* felf yours was : I thought the love Between ua 

* was eftabliflied on' a more folid bafis than to be 

* (hook by every pufF of jealous caprice 3 I doubt; 

* not but to convince you that yours is no othen 

* If this i& fo lucky as to find you at home, or 
*. you receive it time enough, I beg to fee you this 
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« evening ; for I cannot bear vou ihould pafs an^- 

* other night in fuch cruel fufpicions of 

• Your faithfully affc£Honate 

* Syrenia/ 

I perceived he was in fome dilemma on reading 
this billet; he paus'd a while, then faid, * My 

* compliments to the lady, and-^then paus'd again, 
at laft cry'd, * Tell her I am engaged this day^ 

* but will wait upon her to-morrow/ 

Various reflections feemed now rolling in the 
mind of this much-abus'd lover ; but I left him in 
them, and contented myfelf with going the next 
morning to the field of battle, in order to fee how 
the combatants would behave :— they were both fo* 
punftual to the time, that it is hard to fay which* 
•f them was firft within- the lift^. Rofiano, how- 
ever, having-Tome idea of Leontine^ as he had fctn 
him through Syrenia's window, advanced towards 
him, and faid,. 

Ro[[ano. I g^e^8, Sir, you are the gentleman I 
invited hither. 

Leontine. You are not deceived, Sir, if your 
name be RoiTano. 

Rojfano. The fame. Sir. 
Leontine. Mine then is Leontine j and you find 
me ready to maintain my pretenfions to the fair 
Syrenia. 

Rojfano. And I to aflert that right which a long 
feries of encouraged courtfhip and mutual vows- 
has given me. 

Leontine. This then is the way we muft difpute 
Ae prize.. 

Both their fwords were already drawn ; and 
JRoflano, either through fuperior fkill or better for- 
tune, gave his antagonill a flight wound in the 
fide on the firft pafs^ and on the fecond a much 

deeper* 
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deeper on the right arm, which occarioning a great 
effufion of blood, be was obliged to drop his fword ; 
on which the oUicr, imagining the mifchief to be 
greater than it really prov d^ ftep/d baftily towards 
him with thefe words: * Sir, though I might ex- 

* pe£l the juftice of my caufe would give me fome 

* advantage over you, I fliould be extremely for ry 
' to find it attended with any bad efFefts; I beg. 

* therefore, as there are fcarce any chairs abroad fo- 

* early, you will give mc leave to fupport you ta 

* my lodgings, which are very near, and where 
^ you may have immediate, affiftance**^ 

Leontine accepted the offer, a furgeon was ita^ 
mediately called, and his cloaths flripp'd off* in or* 
der to have his wounds examined : that on his fide 
was not at all deep, and that on bis ann happening 
not tabe sear any tendon, requiredliltle more thaa 
a tight bandage foe its cure : hewas-advifed, bow* 
ever, to drink iovat muU'd wine, and then ea<» 
deavour to compofe himielf to fleep for a few hours^ 
JRofTano, with a great deal of humanize and p^litff-- 
nefe, took care to fee this injun&ion performed, and 
on Leontine's requefting it, fent to his lodgings 
for frefh cloaths and linen for him to put on when 
he ifhould awake. 

As Roflancwas retiring to leavehrsgueA to that 
repofe which was thought needful foK him^ he fav 
a paper lying on the floor, which he tofok up, not 
knowing but it was fomething belonging to him^ 
felf i but how great was his amazeniienc when he 
fo«ind what it contain'd ! this- being the very verfes 
Syrenia had wrote onLeontine, and had fortuitoufly 
been fhook out of that gentleman's pocket as his^ 
cloaths were haftily thrown to the other fide of the 
room. *Till now, the love he had bore Syrenia 
kept him from entertaining, any worfe opinion of 
her condwSl, than, that it was tbe^ vanity incident 
to her fex^ which alon^ had made her encourage 

the: 
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the addrefles of Leontine ; but this plain proof of 
her inconftancy gave a lUdden turn to his fenti- 
ments, and changed at once all the tendernefs he 
ever had for her into contempt and hatred. Leon- 
tine had alfo fome uneafy thoughts on the fcoreof 
Syren ia. Roflano feem'd to him to be a man of too 
much honour to aflert a falfhood, and began to fear 
that himfelf had been deceived in his opinion of that 
lady's finceriiy. Being lefs inclined to lleep than to 
be fatisfied in this point, he rung a bell which hung 
by the bedfide, on which Rofl'ano, who was no far- 
ther than the next room, went in and afked how he 
did ; to which he reply'd, 

Leontine, So well that 1 think I need lie here no 
longer than *till-my man brings me fonie clean ap- 
parel, that I may rife with decency ; in the mean 
time, fir, I Ihould take it as a favour you would let 
me know bow far I have been guilty of injuftice to 
you in regard' of Syrenia. In your billet to me, 
you mentibn an engagement ; if it be fo, I was per- 
fe<Jtly ignorant of it, and at that time imagined I 
had ftrong rcafons for diftelieving ; otherwife I do 
affure you, fir, not all my paffion for that lady 
fhould have made me attempt to difunite your 
loves. 

Rojpino, Though it may feem ungenerous to 
boaft a lady's favours, as I have no other way to 
juftify my rafli proceeding towards you, be pleafed 
to read that letter. 

In fpeaking this he prefented to Leontine the let- 
ter he had received from Syrenia the day before, 
which that gentleman had no fooner looked over, 
than he cry'd out with the greateft furprife, 

Leontine. Good heaven ! Why this wa« dated 
but yefterday ! 

Rojfano, Yes, fir, and wrote on account of my 
teftifying fome jealoufy on your being with her the 
evening before; but! have now done with that 

idle 
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idle paflion, and can now refign my claim with as 
much calmnefs as I would latdy have maintained 
it with eagernefe, 

Leontine, Is it poflible yon can be in earneft ? 

RoJJan(L Were Syrenia more beautiful than flic 
is, the enjoyment of her perfon without her hearr^ 
could give me no happinefs > and had this paper, 
which accidentally fell from your pocket in the 
hurry this morning, been put (boner into my hands, 
I fhould not have proceeded as I have done. 

In fpeaking this he gave Leontine the paper he 
had taken up ; the other immediately faw what it 
was, and receiving it with a fmile, made this reply: 
^ I thank you, fir ; but I afiiire you I am not at 
« all vain of thefe vcrfes, as they ferve only to prove 

* that the. lady viras willing to be double arm'd% 

* and in c^ G»ae lover fhould fail, to be provided 

* with andWieir/ 

After this they began to enter into a very free 
difcuflion on the condudk of Syrenia- towards them 
both^ and there now appeared fo much deceit^ 
mean artifice, ingratitude, and perfidy^ as. well to 
the one as the other, that it h hard to fay which of 
them entertain*d the moft defpicable notions of her : 
in fine, they agreed to refent the impofitions flit 
had pradifed on them in fuch a maniflnr, as fome 
of my fair readers, how greatly foever'thcy may 
condemn Syrenia, will not, perhaps, eafily abfolve 
them for. 

The fervant of Leontine being arrived with the 
things his mafter had ordered to be brought, that 
gentleman rofe and got himfeJf drefs'd, and Rofl'ano 
in the mean time employed himfelf in gathering up 
all the letters he had received from Syrenia, and 
made them up in a large packet, and wrote on the 
cover, 

* Amorous billets from a lady, of a very extraordi- 

* nary character/ 

They 
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They went in two chairs to the houfe where 
Syrenia lodged, and the door being opened, ruflied 
up flairs without any ceremony, and even into the 
dining-room where ihe was fitting. Leontine wa 
the firft that entered ; (he rofe to receive him, but 
feeing his arm in a fcarf, cry'd out, 

Syrenia* Oh, fir^ what accident has befalleA 
you ? 

Lioniim. No unlucky one, nnulain ^ I have, 
indeed,. received twoflight wounds on your account, 
but I blefs the hand that gave tfaem, fince tbey 
have been the means of curing one of a more dan- 
gerous nature in my heart* 

She badnotinM to a(k wfiat he meant by thefe 
^iMM-ds.;. Roflano was now in the r^om, md agoia'd 
to what the other had faid in this aianner :. 

Mijlpm^. Uhf htarttis alio in. a pretty good coO'* 
dition too ; for though I have loft a miftreis, 1 
Imvc gained a friend^ from whom I baoieresfea to 
hope moreiuiGerity* You. fee, madam, two per- 
fens together} whom doubtMkyott nuflied tobsep 
ftparate, while we had ftporate intercfts; bat iff 
have now agreed, and as we lately joined to perfc- 
cute you with our addreiTes, now j[oi» in the ref> 
lution of troubling you no more. 

Litmtim^ I have nothing; to add, madam, to 
what my friend has delivered, but to. reftore this 
paper, which can be of no ufe to me, and mwf^ 
of fome to you, as change but the name, the pic- 
lure may fuit feme happier man. 

Roffano. And I return thoie letters you havt 
from time to time favoured me with. 

He then laid down the packet, at the fnne 
time Leontine did the verfes upon a table* Sy* 
lenia was aU this while immoveable as a ftatue ) 
(he had found from their firft entrance that thrf 
had compared notes, that (he was expofed, her 
arts laid open^ and her hopes- irrecoverably loft 

with 
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-^Ith both : fain {he would have fpoke, but had no 
power ; and all ihe could utter at laft was, 

Syrenia. Mighty well; fo then I am to be 

infulted ! 

RoJJano. No, madam, your birth and beauty 
are your protection; and had your mind been equal 
to either, neither of us, I believe, would have broke 
his chain, or even wifh'd to regain that liberty we 
now have fo much cau(e to triumph in. 

Leontine. Come, fir, you fee the lady is difcon- 
certed \ let us leave her to meditate on this adven* 
ture ; it may be of fervice in fome future one. 

Rojfano. With aJl my heart. A good hufband 
to vou, madam. 

Leontine. I join in the fame wiih. Your fer- 
vant, madam. 

They departed with thefe words, and I ftaid not 
long after them ; the fight of Syrenia's defpair, hovr 
juftly foever (he had brought it on herfelf, giving 
more pain than fatisfaAion. 



END OF TftE SEVENTH BOOK. 
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BOOK VIII. 

*c«oc$:o!^c5oo5o*o^ 

CHAP. L 

Contains a very brief. Detail of fuch Occurrences as 
prefented themfelves to the Author's Ohfervation in 
an Evening's Invifible Ramble through fever al Parti 
of this Metropolis, 



T has often been a matter • of very 
^■^ J «-> great concern to me, and I believe muft 
55^ ^ be the fame to every thinking mind, to 
)8(^^M ^^^ ^^^ iom^ people are continually 

hurried and bufied about mere, trifles, of 
no manner of confcqiience to themfelves, or fcarce 
to any body elfe j vv^hile all the duties of religion, 
all the regard for the welfare of their moft parti- 
cular friends, all love of their country, and even the 
deareft interefts of their own families, are totally 
negleiled. What judgment can we form of a 
perfon of this caft, but that he has a vacuum in 
flis head ready to be filled up with the firit toy that 
prefents itfelf, and not being endowed with a 
it/eiigth of reafon fufEcienC to dire6t his choice, 



THE INVISIBLE SPY. 2^9 

uffers himfdf to be engrofs'd by fuch things as he 
inds make moft noife in the world, not fuch as 
lave mofi: relation to his own affairs, cither as to 
brtunc or reputation* 

Can there be a fight more farcical than for a 
nan, who, without aqy petition to prefer, or fuit 
:ofolicit; in fiiort, without any call or bufincis 
whatfoever, is continually cringing at the levee of 
a minifler of ftate, and wht-n the compliments 
are paid, and the circle is difmifs'd, runs through 
the whole round of his acquaintance, reportini^ 
where he has been, and what he has fcen, fagu- 
cioufly remarking on every, cod, wink, or fmile 
of the great man, and finding myftery even in 
the tyeof his wig,ortheloofe orflraight buttoning 
of his coat ? 

Another,' whofe affairs at home, perhaps, are in- 
volved in the utmoft perplexities, Ihali pafs the bell 
part of his time among the Jobbers in 'Change- 
Alley, go from coffee- houfe to coffee- houfe, en- 
quire of every broker he meets with th? price of 
ftocks, in which he has no fhare, or money to pur- 
chafe any, and be more folicitous in finding out the 
ufes to which the Sinking P'und is appropriated, 
than for the means of. extricating himfelf out of 
his prefent difficulties. 

A third values himfelf much upon being a great 
connoiffeur in politics, regifters all the public papers 
from year to year," pretends to reconcile all the con- 
tradictions they contain, and to difcover fome latent 
meaning in every paragraph, and takes more pains 
to unriddle their imaginary enigmas than a poor 
fervitor at the Univerfity does to tran/late Pcrfeus 
for & rich ftudent who pays, and fathers the labour 
of his brain. 

Others have a t^fte for building, are extremely 
curious in ornamenting the firu^ures they caule 
to be ereAed with^carviiigSj paintings, and fuch- 

ILkfi 
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like fupcrficial beauties ; but never once examine 
how the foundation is laid, or whether the pompous 
outworks may not be liable to fink very foon mto 
a heap of rubbifli. Some employ their whole cares 
on the breeding and well managing their horfes, 
hound's, and game-cocks, leaving the education of 
their fons entirely unregarded. 

Impoflible is it to enumerate the various trifles 
-with which too many, even among the higheft clafs 
of life, fufFer themfelves not only to be amufed, 
but wholly taken up ; but I think, without any 
-danger of being accufed of too much feverity, 
oncmay juftly fay, with Shakefpcar, of fuch men, 
that 

The earth has bubbles as the water hath. 
And thefe are ibmc of them. 

In a word, — Much ado about Nothing 

•— is a play fo univerfally a^ed in this town, 

that one can go to very few places without being 

witnefs of feme fcenes of it. As inlignificant, 

however, as thefe people may feem by the defcrip- 

tion I have given of them, and as in effed they 

really are, they are yet of more confequence to the 

public than is generally believed, or than they 

themfelves, with all the ftock of vanity they arc 

tifually poffeffed of, are capable of imagining: 

this, though it may be thought a paradox, will be 

-ezfy for me to make appear, as thus :— Thefe 

unjudging creatures, for I have already proved 

them to be fuch, are frequently made the tools 

by which evil and defigning, men fafliion out their 

-ends. When thofe iw power have any thing on 

foot, from which they find it neceiTary to divert 

the attention of the natioh, it i's but throwing 

out fome' whifper, though of ever fo abfurd 

and ridiculous a nature, among thi people I am 

4pcskivg of^ and they yivU immediately ring it in 
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the ears of the populace 'till it becomes the cry* 
antl everjr ar;gumenc thtt trutii and reafon can al« 
Icdge is deafened with the noife. 

An expericitce of many fears, joined with a di- 
ligent obfervation of the world, has conrinced me^ 
beyond a!l doubt, that thefe tnconfiderates, with-^ 
out bemg ienfiUe of the miTchtef they do, hare 
been, and daily are, the inftraments of propagating 
the moft infamous fcandals, grofi falfxties, and ba(e 
afper^ons on the great and good ( as alfo the molt 
ridiculous and idle (tories, indented and calculated 
by tnen of more thmking heads, to amuie and di- 
vert the attention of the public from what moft 
demands its regard. A gltfing inftance of this 
latter kind now takes ap the town, all motttki 
are full of it, all ears open to it ; but it appears t<» 
me that there are few eyes clear enough to dtfcerit 
the fccrct ground-work of this mountain of abfur* 
cHties, and on what motive it was ere<9ed. I think 
it is not my province, however; nor{hall I prcfunnje 
to inform the judgment of any one in this pointf 
but fhall only relate a paflage I happened to be 
witaefs of, which every one is at liberty to defcanC 
upon as he (hall think proper. 

Being one day on the other (tde of the RoyaU 
Exchange, when fome bufinefs I had there being 
difpatch'd fooner than 1 expedted, it came into mj 
he4d to call in at a certain celebrated coflfee-houfe^ 
which I had been told was frequented by a great- 
number of the moft eminent and wealthy citizens j- 
but as I had no acquaintance with them, and fome 
other more fubftantial reafons for not appearing in 
propria perfona, I chofe to go in my Invifible ca- 
pacity. Purfuant to this refolution I ftepped tnta 
the firft obfcure alley I could find, and there girded 
on my precious Belt, which, as well as my Tablets, 
I fddom went out without taking with me, and' 
then hafted to the place I mentioned. 

Vol. 1L M I found 
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I found the room very full of company^ moft of 
vhom were of that (c£t of diflenters from the 
eftablifh'd church which are under the denomina- 
tion of Prelby terians : I would not here be under- 
flood to mean any thing in ridicule of thofe gentle- 
men, for I Jove and revere every man of real virtue 
and good fenfe, be he of what perfuafion foever« 
How far the perfons I have Juft now occafion to 
ipeak of anfwer to either of thefe chara£bers I will 
not pretend to fay j let their own words teftify : I 
{ball, according to the phrafe of theinfpired writer, 
iet a guard upon my mouth, that I offend not with 
my Ups. £ut to proceed. 

Three or four, who I after wards. perceived were 
leading men among them, were engaged in a very 
warm difputc with a gentleman, who endeavour'/, 
with a great deal of fpirit, to expofe the grofs ab- 
furdities and falfhood of a caufe they took upon 
them to maintain, and with a kind of magifterial 
ajr attempted to enforce the belief of in others. 
The odds appeared to me aj firft, I confefs, to be a 
little ungenerous : but I was the more ftrengthen'd 
i^j this opinion, when I heard the manner in which 
they delivered their arguments, and that were, urg'd 
in favour of one of the moft prepofterous and ri- 
diculous complaints that ever engaged the attention 
of any men of common fenfe. After faying this, I 
t];>ink it is needlefs to add, it was the affair of Squires 
and Canning. As I am utterly unacquainted with 
the names either of thofe who defended the caufe of 
the latter, or of him who treated it with contempt, 
I (hall diftinguifh the one by that of Affertors, and 
the other by that of Opponent. The converfation 
which pafs'd on both fides, after I had got a con- 
venient place to poft myfelf, and had fpread my 
Tablets, Ifhall give the public a faithful tranfcript 
of, as taken from thofe unerring teftimonies, and 
was as the reader will find hereafter written. 
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Firjl AJftrtor. I am furprifed. Sir, you (hould 
rack your bratn for arguments againfl the caufe of 
faelplefs innocence and virtue in diftrefs. 

Second, JJfirtor. 'Tis barbarous, *tis cruel. 
Where (hall we find an objeA of compaffion if 
Betty Canning is not one ? We know her. Sir. 

Tmrd JJfertor. Ay, (he is of our congregation ; 
has always been a diligent frequenter of the Meet^ 
ing-hou(e, and fervent in her devotions. 

Qppomnt. So becaufe (he is of your congrega- 
tion, it naturally follows fhe mufi be chafte ; the 
lambs of your flock never go aftray ; but I forbear 
to make any rcfleftion on this fcore, and fhall 
only fay, I never (hall give credit to a Itory fo full 
xy{ inconfiftencies and improbabilities as this which 
has been forged by her and her accomplices. 

firji AJJiriar. Sir, there is no reafoning againft 
fa£ls : {he has fworn to the truth of it before a 
magiftrate, and that magiftrate has teftified his be- 
lief of it. 

Opponent. Yes, the ftory Ihe told was romantic ; 
It fuited his tafte ; bethought it might be a proper 
fubjeft to work up into a Farce or Puppet-fliew, fo 
was willing to promote the credibility of it. 

FirJi AJfertor. Mere fpite and fcandal. 

Opponent, Not at all ; and I doubt not but the 
impohtion will be fully laid open- by another magi* 
ftrate, fuperior in *evcry degree to him who takes 
her part. 

FirJi Affertor. Sir, it is prophane and impious 
in him, or yuu, or any man, to efpoufe the caufe. 
of a wicked old hag, a vagabond, a gipfcy, fuck 
as Mary Squires \ and a known inftrumentof libi* 
dinous pleafures, fuch as mother Wells. 
• Opponent. Gentlemen, I have nothing to al- 
ledge in defence of thefe creatures ; but that how- 
ever guilty they may have been,, or continue to br, 
M St in 
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id otbo: refpe^y they are entirely innocent in dm 
they are accufed of* 

t'ir/i 4Jirtor. No, po, 'ti« impoffible. 

Offmnm* Sa^ying a tbing| does not prove it to 
be fo ; hut give me leave only to ofier a few ^ue* 
rtes, in rebtion to (ome of the auny inconfiftencies 
io the talf told by that idle wench, Betty Canning. 

Second JffirUr. Do ib «. we fiidl know how to 
anfwer them, 

Ofpifunt. Firft tbenj, furooGng her to have 
been robbed in the manner mc pretends by two 
ruffians, what could induce fioUows who live upon 
tbe rpoil j after having taken from her all they foHod 
worth takiiVj;) tp quit ibe purfuit of other bootyi 
and lofe their time in dragging her into the coun- 
try^ only to throw ber iijito the houfe^ and then 
le^ve her there j for ibe does not accufe them of 
viaking any auempt upon her chaftity ? 

Fir^ Affertor. As to that, it is highly probable 
they migiit be foe'd by mother Wells to bring 
fhe firft youiig woman they could meet with to 
hfii houfe, in order to be made a (acrifice to 
her mejPceoary viewi, and the luft of fomc vile 
fellow. 

Oftp^nftOr. Then they would certainly have chofe 
an objeA of a more tempting afpe£^ or would 
have delerved Uttle for their pains ^ but let that 
pafs. If it were as you imagine, would any wo- 
man, who it is faid has long been in |>radice in 
the feducing trade, have behaved towards the prey 
brought into her clutches in the manner (he did to 
Betty Canning? Would ihe not rather have footh'd 
the frighted maid, reviv'd her di:ooping ipirits with 
good eating and drinkingi promised her fine cloatbs, 
and then introduced feme man to her^who might 
have allurM her to the do fixe aim'd to make her 
guilty of? Surely the way to tempt her fo be a 
proilitute was not to lock her up al6ne \n a wild 

defolate 
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Jefolate rcx)!!!, without a bed to lie upon^ or anjr 
other refreflunent than a little bread and watery 
Aich ufage, one muft tbtok, was inieiidcd to ixK>r- 
tify^ not excite a carnal inclination. 

Fir/i AJfertor. Sir, I am grieved, greatly grieved 
in fpirit, to find you fo ignorant of the force of 
virtue ; I tell you. Sir, that the courage and re(b- 
lution of this virgin ftruck fuch an awe into the 
minds of thofe profligate wretches ilie was placed 
among, that they had not the power of putting 
their wiciced deigns in eiiecution : Heaven, in- 
deed, for a trial of her patience^ permitted them 
CO diilreis her helpleis innocence, but not to de« 
firoy it. 

OppmM* Very eictraordtnary, truly \ Bat pray. 
Sir, why did this fuflering faint remain lib long 
under the roof of fuch abandoned creatures, iiiice 
all accounts agree that in three days, nay in three 
hours after her confinement, ihe bad the feme op- 
portunity %A making her elirape as at the time me 
pretends to have e£reded it ? 

Sectmi JJirUr. Her eyti were not open to the 
ineans of her deliverance ^till that biefled moment ^ 
it was ordained fhe ibould undergo the perfecution 
ihe did, in order to make her virtue more trii^av- 
pbant over ftn and fiiame. 

OfpomnU Oh, gentlemen, thefe arguments 
will never be fwalkwed any where but in a con* 
irenticle. 

Third Affirtor. Sir, they will always have their 
due weight with every one but a reprobate. 

Oppomnt, How, Sir ! 

The Opponent was £> much tncensM at the{e 
words, that he ftarted from his (eat, and was about 
to reply with bis Aft % but fome of the OBOre nu^ 
derate part of the company interpofed^, and pre- 
vented the mifcbief that might otherwife have cn- 
fued» By their perfuaTions he iat down i^itt, and 
M 3 tte 
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the difpute would doubtlefs have been renewM, it 
may be with greater vehemence than before, if ^ 
drawer from a neighbouring tavern had not luckily 
come and told him that two gentlemen, wbofe 
names be* mentioned, defired to fpeak with him ^ 
on which he went away, perhaps to, the great fa- 
tisfa£tion of the dfFertors of Betty Canning's caufe, 
who, if he had Aaid and continued his queries^ 
might probably have been a little puzzled to find 
anfwers to them. 

During the debate I have been repeating, every 
one in the room kept a profound filence \ but after* 
wards the converfation became general ; feveral 
other fubjedls were fluted by particular perfons, 
but they were not liften'd to ; the majority fecmed 
to have their heads fo full of Betty Canning, that 
they could fcarce think or fpcak of any thing be»- 
fide. 'Tis true, indeed, they did not all give credit 
to her ftory ; yet the*pofitivenefs with which they 
heard it affirmed, made the leaft credulous divided 
in their thoughts, and afraid to pafs a judgment 
cither oh the one or the other fide of the quefifon« 
The reader will doubtlefs naturally fuppofe that it 
was impoffiblc for me to Jive in the world, and 
have any acquaintance in it, without having heard^ 
long before I came to this place, much talk of 
Elizabeth Canning, her pitiful diflrefs, her mira- 
culous prefervation and efcape, and al> the other 
prodigies of that amazing ftory. 

'Tis true, indeed, I was a flranger to no part 
of it ; but then my converfation being chiefly 
among; the gay part of the town, I was not much 
furpriied that people who can find very little to 
employ their thoughts, ihould be fond of a tate 
which had fo much of the marvellous in it ; as 
children, before they arrive at years capable of be- 
ing inftrudled \n more folid matters, liflen with 
pleafure to their Aurfes ftoj'ies of gfants^ fairies, 

andt 
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and enchanted caftles ; as Aich I regarded all 
they faid, and thought no farther of it. But 
when I heard grave citizens, men of bufinefs, of 
a fedate deportment and good underftanding in 
ethef things, argue wttb ferious countenances on 
fuch a heap of wihl abfurdities, I cannot f»r 
whether my aftonifliment or indignation had raoft 
dominion over my facuJties ; but this I know, that 
both together deftroyed ail the little ftock of pa- 
tience I was mafter of, and would not fufFcrr me to 
ftay any longer to liften to thofe infigniAcant de- 
bates wntch I found were likely to continue among 
ihis company*. 

c H A p. ir. 

Relates fome farthir Incidents of a pretty particular 
Naturiy which fett under the Auth&r*s Objirvation 
in the fame Evening*! InOifible PregreJJim. 

THOSE turbulent emotions which the fcene 
Ihadjuftcome from being witnefs of had 
latsM in me, being fomewhat quieted by air and 
walking, I had the curiofity to call in at anotht r 
great coffee-houfe, hoping i (hould find there 
ibmething to give a turn to the prefent difpolttion 
of my mind. But I found that the remains of 
my ili-humour were not to be fo foon diflipated as 
I had imagin'd. Here was indeed a vaft deal of 
company ; clerks in public offices, lawyers, phy- 
ficians, tradefmen, and fome few divines, com- 
pofed the promifeuou^ aflembly ; but all were en- 
gaged on the fame dirty draggle-tail fubjefk, as one 
of our news-writers juftly terms it; the names of 
Betty Canning, the Gipfey, and mother Wells, 
refounded from each quarter of the crowded room, 
M 4 and 
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and the raufe then de{>endtfig between thefe cttir 
lures made the whole converfation at every tabk. 

Here i would not be at the trouble of opening 
my Tablets, eafily perceiving that nothing worthy 
of being recorded in them, or of commiHiicating 
to the public, was likely to enfue ; w^(i alfo that 
the &ulleft part of time I iSiouId wafte in this 
company, would be paying too dfear tor any dif»> 
courfes J fiiould hear from them. Accordingly I 
kft the houfe after having ftaid there about feven 
minutes ; but had not reach'd the next ftreet be* 
fbre a confu'ed notfe behind obliged me lo ftand 
up in the porch of a door 'till the hubbub wa$ 
paiTed by. 

Tbc occafion of this uproar preicnity appeared ; 
It was a poor fellow carried on a bicF, with very 
little figns of life in him,— his face covered with 
blood which iffued from his nofe and mouth, his 
•ctoaths torn, that the naked flelh appeared in many 
places \ but fo deformed with bruifes that it could 
fcarce be known for what it was i a mixed Tabble 
of men, women, and children followed, flH>uting^ 
ballooing^ and cryin?, it was good enough for 
bim, aqd that they were glad he had gn| bis re« 
ward, 

I was ftartled at fo much inhumanity ; for I 
thought nothine could excufe fuch cruel treat* 
ment, though f doubted not but the feUow had 
been guilty of fome attocious crime i' but I was 
fcon undeceivttd in this point, and let into the 
whole affair; which was no other than a ^^uarrcL 
this fellow bad. entered into on account of Can* 
4[|ing^ 

1 had now no d^ftgn in my bead, no particular 
•courfe to fteer } but as I was entirely free from 
any engagement that evening, and thought it toa 
foon to go home„ I rambled from one Areet to 
axiothcr for a confiderable time, yet withottC meet^ 

ifl§ 
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Mg way one tbiug fiifficicnt to tempc my curioficjr 
to make a farther enquiry into* Asy obierriog 
j^tader am reafiMobly imagifM, that tbc liule fa« 
titA^ioo 1 had been ad>le to reaa in the vifitfl ha4 
made at the two coflS^-hoii&s I had beea already 
10, would have hindered me from going into ano« 
lber» and indeed I was of that opinion invielf ^ 
but I ibott found I waa miftakca^ and fo wiU be i 
1 really ventured into n third 1 but the moti^ 
which exeked me to do lb wasthia; 

Aa 1 waa paffing by 1 perceived thso^ the wio« 
dowfy for then the candlA within were lighted upi 
feveral i^tlemen with newa-papera beforo tbem^ 
on which they feemed to be diicourfing with eai:ll 
other witlk a great deal o( ferionfDela.nd gravity. 
JU I have natnraUy an eatieme paAnn for knoW'» 
lagtheaftiiraof the worlds ihofe of £urope efpe* 
ciSly^ I thooght it highly eligible in me 10 bear 
what wu faid i»on diem bv peiiboa who had the 
appearance of tome uoderltaading in them. At 
the firft table I came to were in 01 firven gentle- 
men» moft of whom were fome way or other 
oonceroed ii$ thefiritifli Hcrring-fiflmry 1 but the^ 
they talked very learnedly on the fubjeo^ it fuited 
not my tafte» fo I ftaid not long with them^ but 
adjourned to the next compaoy. Tbefii weire 
nMichantt» who I found were greatly difeooeerted 
nt an at licle ibty hod been juft reading in ftlatien 
to the AriA engagfmanta the French had entered 
into with fhf Inriiaaij aad the daily ineuefionathafc 
mifcalled frienda and aUka made on the £n^i^ 
coloniea^ bnt m I cannot pretend 10 any flciil in 
oommeroe,^ 1 did not ipread m^^ Tableta to receive 
the imprcffion of their difcourft ^ to ean only fay 
in gjineral* that they made very heavy eomplaintis 
and cry*d ont^ that if Cfe^if care were not taken 
to pus « ftep to diofe DroccrdingS) trade mtift be 
M 5 luttt'^ 
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ruin*d, and our fettlements in that part of the 
world utterly deftroyed. 

The third tabic was filled with perfons who 
feemed to be of no avocation, nor at all interefted 
in any branch of bufinefs or public affairs ; but 
talk'd of every thing they had been reading merely 
as things which afforded matter for converfation. 
On my' joining them, the magnanimity of the 
Pruffian monarch was the topic ; they extolled his 
wifdom, his bravery, his temperance, his clemeiN 
cy, the encouragement he gave to merit where- 
fbever he found it ; and all unanimouflv agreed that 
he was the father of his people, a ble£^g to the 
land he governed, and a pattern to his fellow- rulers 
of the earth. Thejuft admiration I ever had of 
this truly great and moft amiable prince, exclufive 
of that regard due to him as fo near a relation to 
'our gracibus Sovereign, would certainly have kept 
ine at that table as long as the company had con- 
tinued fpeakf ng on fo agreeable a fubje£t:, if I had 
not been hurried from k by a propenfity, I be- 
lieve, more or lefs natural to all mankind, that of 
"beihg "moft eager to explore what is hid from u« 
with moO- care. 

I bbferved at a little table, which was placed at 
one corner of the room, a good diftanc^ from the 
others, two eldeily perfons, who feemed very 
carneft in difcourfe on fome important and fecret 
affair ; by the Winks, nods, and other tnfignificant 
geftures, I doubted not but that they vra-e profound 
politicians, and vrere difcuffing fome extraordinary 
tranfa£tion of the cabinet. Their heads were pretty 
dofe together, and they fpoke in fo low a voice as 
to render it impoffible to be heard by any one ex>- 
cept e^h other; but this precaiKion had no efficacy 
when once my wonderful Tablets were difplay'd^ 
which had this excellent property of. receiving the 
impreffion of whatever was faid within the diftance 

of 
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#f nine yards, tho' uttered in the moft foft whif*- 
per. On my drawing near to them, they i'eem'd a 
little impatient for the coming of a perfon whomi 
they expe£led, and who prefently appear'd -, at 
foon as he had feated hiinielf th& following dia- 
logue en fued :. 

FirJlMan. Oh, Mr. Slycraft, I am glad ]roir 
are come; we were beginning to think- you long.-. 

Slycrafu I am fomewhat beyond my hour, in- 
deed ; but I aiTure you nothing, could have madt 
me fo but the good of the caufe. 

Second Man. Your zeal and diligence are not 
to be doubted s but let us hear what fuccefs your 
endeavours have metwith% 

Slycraft*- Truly not fo much as I hoped ; I Jo 
not think there is a more difficult thing in the 
world than getting people to fubfcribe ; I- have 
been half the town over,- and have been -able to 
procure no more than three. 

SirjlMan. Then L hope they are^fat ones. 

Slycraft. Pretty well, as times go; Credulous 
Woodcock, £fqi bas: fet his name for twenty 
guineas.. 

Firjl Man.- Very handfome^ fiv& or fix huiv^ 
dred fitch- as him would do the bufioefs. 

Slycraft. Aye, but where iball we find them ? 

Second Miin^ Well, but who are the others i 

Slycraft^ Then there is Mr. Simon Goofly, the 
haberdafher, ten guineas, ^ut has promii)^ to 
prevail on- ibme friends of his to fet their names 
very generoufly. 

oicend Man.. I dare (ay he will do all he can* 
But have you feen Mrs.Waver ? 

Slycrtfu Yes,, but (he ftill defires a little more 

time to confider ; fays, (he will enquire farther into 

the affair., and hear what her friends think of it; 

and all I could. get from her was an aflurance, that 

M6 if 
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it (he found it pfoper tofiiMcribe u ill, flie wmM 
jiot fet her name for left thtti mi hufldrdl pieces, 

FirftMm. Then we may be pretty ceitam of 
Icr } for I know Ihe wU) be direded fay Mr. CtoU 
trdl^ the Noncofifomnift preacher, whalabouriiK 
he can to promote the cavfe in queftion. 

ticmtd Man. Hare jo» yet fomkl an ofportsnity 
of talkrng "with the Orator f 
' SIferafi. X was with him above an hosr ; and 
when I had once conviBccd him that he flkwld find 
his account in it, he gave me his word aiid honour 
that h^ would rant aad roar *tiU his chapel echoes 
HI fav€Nir of the party. 

Firft Mm. That is well \ all engines mwft he 
let to work, or the town vriU grow cool oa this 
hiififiers, and begin to renew their clamoar wainft 
Che Jew bill, lie. the fpirit of the people wiu Ittve 
vent on fe m eth i n g or another, and you know it 
behoves us to keep them filent o» thofe ftorea ; no* 
tliijng ever did it more eflfeAually than this we are 
upon ; but it muft be kept up for a time : I could 
frifli, methinks, we had the Wcfieys on our fide. 

Sicpmd Mam. Tn a vain attempt ; they aie 
'Aow grown too rich to accept of a fmall gratuity ; 
and I much queftion whether their exhortations 
would anfwer theexpence. 

Sfyifafk I am of your opinion : befides, jfou 
faiow there is a perfonwhocan influence tbeircon* 
gregations as much as anv thing they can hear 
£om the pulpit. But IwrH tell you what I have 
done to day. — I have engaged a clergyman of the 
e(labli(h*d church to write a pamphkt in behttlf of 
the caufe we have in hand. 

Firfi Man. A clergyman of the eflahlifted 
church employ his pen m behalf of fuch a caufe i 
Trythee, Sly craft, how didft thou work upon him 2 
k muA certainly be by ifome very extmordinaiy 
m tbod* 

S^a/ip 
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Sfirtfi. The pronHfe of a foull prefenttt firft 
wrought uponr his neoeffitics ; but on mj tellmg 
Ilia «^ Md whe wese concerned in this bufinefi^ 
and the motives which induced them to be fo, the 
hopes of iMiviiig s g^ ht )i Wag made him wholl]^ 
'•urs. 

FnfiMmu AdaMrablel 

SeatidMmu But may we depead upoo hb fi:- 
crecy? 

Siyftifr. Never doubt that> as his own intereA 
is coMcernM. 

PitfMm. Hithetto things g» pretty Tirmu 
asing^ on our fide. But let me fee the fubfcrip. 
tion book ; I have received five guineas to-day 
from Mr. PrioB^ and muft mfert his name. 

^iU now I was at the greateftloft^ as Vsj^v^ 
iMibk the reader will alfe be, to fcaovr what alf 
this meant, or in whofe fiivouf im: on what account 
die fiiMcripttOA they talked of wasraHed i boron 
Mr. Slycraft's deh'vering the book to bis (sieiid, I 
kx>kM over the (houlder of the latter as he opea'd* 
it, and iaw in tfao firft leaf, by way of title-pi^^ 
tbefe word^ wrote in a very fiur band : 

A up of a^ft w0Fiby. Pirftm wk& iavt 
Jkbfcribed to Oe ReBef a/ EuaABixB 
Canning. 

The names underwritten were Ie6 nrnnevous t» 
he infeftsed ^I AtaH therefore tmly f^, that the fiftiis 
^ what was raifcd bv their febfcrintion amounted 
to little lefs than a thoufhod pounds ;— --Monftroas- 
iriniie of charity \ Prepofterous benevolence } whidi 
will hereafter refled more ihame than honour ois 
the b^lewers.-*— ^ Good God \ faid I to my&l^ 
« in zn age when numberleft, namekfi miferiei 

• abound, -^ when all our prirons labour with the 

* weight ol wMchcs con&Nd wtthrn their waUs^ 

^ many 
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« many for foiall debts which their neceffitier 
^ obliged them tp contrary and fome by unjuft 

* and malicious profecutions ; — whilft every pa- 

* rifhy nay almoft every ftreet, affords objcas of 

* real diilrefs ; -— — while a girl fprung from the 

* lowed dregs of the people, bred up to toil, a 

* drudge, one of the very meaneftcla&of fervants, 
^ receives donations which (he as little knows how 

* to make a proper ufe of as to deferve ! — - a girl^ 
< who if flie had really fuffec'd.all £he pretends to 
*' have done, would indeed have had a claim tft 
*' ^uftice againil thofe who had wrong'd her, but 

* none to the bounties Co lavi(hly bellowed upoB 
•her.!' 

Thefe kind of meditatioM w^uld doubtleft 
have accompanied me to my own door, if they 
bad not heen interrupted, as well as my courfe to*' 
wards home, by an unexpedled accident, which 
the reader will find faithfully related in the fuc^ 
ceeding chapter. 

CHAP/ III. 
PfgCsnU ihi Rmder with s» Adventun of mtuh mm 
importance to the Public than any contained in tht 
two foregoing Chapters, 

TH £ human heart is liable to many bad pro- 
penfities, which, if not timely corrected by 
reafon,fhoot forth into pradice,.and becoine vices -j 
but of thefe there are two forts,. — the one bora 
with us, and part of our nature,. — the other im- 
bibed by the fatal prevalence of example, and 
rooted in us by cuftom, which is a fecond nature, 
Thofe born with us, as the indulging them is at«- 
tended with fome pleafure, urge in their, defence 
the unconquerable defure of gratifying the fenfes: 

—the 
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^the luftful man pleads the warmth of his eonftr^ 
tution, and the ftrong allurements of beauty ;-— 
the foul of the ambitious triumphs and exults in 
every degree of power he gains over his fellow* 
creatures ; *— --the mifer thinks himfelf happy in 
counting ev^ his bags, and being mafter of a thing 
that wiU purchafe M things elfe ; and the epicure 
feels no care, no «>rrow, while he is emptying the 
full-charged goblet, and pallating the delicious 
viand. Sut what has the blafphemery the profane 
fwearer, or the gamefter to alledge in his vindica- 
tion I Thefe are crimes in which nature has na 
part, nor are the fenfes anyway concerned in them» 
as they neither excite nor feel any fatisfadion in 
them. One might theiefore be apt to- imagine, 
that men thus guilty fmn'd merely for the fake of 
finning ; but I will not allow myfelf to think that 
there are many fo impudently daring; a few diftin-« 
guiihed perfons will ferve to bring up a mode; and 
every one knows that at prei'ent an indifcriminate 
imitation is the reigning folly of the EngUfh nation. 
Thefe were reflections which occurred to me 
after I .came home, as I was about to tcan/cribe 
the remaining part of my evening's progrcfs out of 
my precious Tablets. I had ibme farther thoughts 
on the occafioh ; but as they might feem more 
prot)er for the pulpit than a work of this, nature, f 
ihall 4uid no more, but proceed to the narrative of 
that adventure which gave rife to them. 
. As I was paffing in my way home„ thro' aflreet 
of nonrery good repute, two perfons from a little 
narrow .alley bolt«i haftily upon me, to the no 
fmall danger of my Invifibilityfhip, if an agility not 
very common with me had not that inftant enabled 
me to give a fudden fpring, by which I avoided the 
fu(b I muft otherwife have received. They went 
on before me^ the night was extremely dark^ neiw 

thcr 
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tter moott nof ft«rt id affift the vKimI ray;, but Bjr 
the belp of fome candles buroing in k (hop not yu 
ibut ttp» I diftiaguiibed tbat tM one waa vuf 
licbly drefe'd, and had nuicb the appearance of a 
VMin of fafluoa ^ aad tbat the ochcf was a fellow t 
bad often ften on many occafiont , and whole cha- 
fa£ber I was perfediy acquaintied wiUk 

Scarce ia tbete a greater villain to far fouod in 
low-life $ I £iy in tow-life^, becaiife AoiM aay pa « 
feoa in attthoiky^ or dignified with titter^ which 
heaven forbid, ever ajppear in this nalioiH todefevve 
fiicb blaciL denominatiofw^ tbeir crmiea wonM^ 
like their ianks> be diftuisniflied i and thoi^b 
f laced in an orb coo high to be reached by abe ju^ 
venseanceof their opprmMfeUoW^cceatiiresy would 
doubtleia tncinr what Mir» Addifon makea Caie pro» 
pbeticatty iay in celatioa to Jnliiis Cubr^ ott Ua 
endeavonrbig to fubveit Atf^ M &o«aa €OoftitM» 
tio»», and btcoaeaUbliM and perpemntdiftatct ; 

Sore dieieavfthalt» in the right band ef Jovi^ 
Ked widi ancenuaenwratb to bfaiAlhe ana 
Wk>owcshsagsNatBefetobkcoinrtry'ajnBni^ • 

But to retufAtorny little fcnavc. Thewretci 
it now catled Mr. Mahepkai; he waafianncrly fee* 
vant to a famijrec wbook I employM in fevend 9t^ 
6ira I had the misfiMrtaoe to be enga^ 'vol Living 
with that gentkoBft a cenfidecaUc tnwt. be picked 
Uf fome fetapaof hiw,andaU die tscaB and phofea 
mi tbat abftritilk fctence by sole;, knew how t^laha 
Ottt n wric» fet an oficcrlo work, fiU np a baiU 
bond, and prociav' evidences ia a dnbiona cainfe^ 
With this fond be had the wnpiidrncr, after hia 
anfter'a death, to pretend he hid been hie ckikf 
not himfetf entered aa an nctomey, and has ever 
fince praAifird aa fitch. Hia fok: faufineft^ how-» 

f) at may be eafily fuppofed^ baa always been 

aokong 
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^maiig the-verjr neaneft fore of peofJe» fomenting 
litigious quarrels^ and then making th^m up> after 
having drained the purfes on both fides. I could 
not therefore avoid being ama2:ed at feeing him in 
the company I now did ; but mj wonder foon 
ceafed oo hearing, as I was clofe at their heeis, the 
following dtfcourfe between them : 

MakipUa. It is very lucky, Mr. Cottum, that 
I happened to be at home when you came ; there 
are fome of the profeffion who woirid have ferupled 
to undertake this bufinefs \ but for my part, 1 am 
always ready to venture any thing to ferve my 
friends. 

Coaxtm, My dear Makeplea, you never loft 
any thing, nor ever (haU, by our fraternity \ I 
know there are fome who will fneak their heads 
out of the collar, and leave their lawyer in the 
lurch. 

MaktpUo. Aye, faiths I narrowly efcaped the 
pillory once; aviledog, who, after! had procured 
him three evidences^ pretended a panic in his con- 
foience, threw up bis caufe, and fuffei'd himietf 
to be nonfuited. 

Cdaxum. Vou know we fcorn fuch doings ( 
and I can teli you this will be a pretty gond job to 
you ; we drain'd the fooFs pocket of above an hun- 
dred pieces before we play'd upon credit,, fo that 
there is enough in bank to make you a bandfome 
prefent for your trouble. 

MakiplM. Well, but concerning this reverilon^ 
-^l hope he has loit enough to give an air of juf-^ 
tice \ that hj a ^uwdum fyfficit for the making 
over his eftate after the deceaie of his father I 

Coaxum. Upwards of a tbouland pounds, be<- 
fides a gold watch and a diamond ring, which he 
feems to fet a high value upon \ the two laft Counr 
Cogdy has agreed to fell htm again at a great price ; 
fa that altogether the fum will aaaouat to a fuf- 

ficieut 
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ficient purchafe of the reverfion of an cftate of 
four hundred a year^-^efpecially as the prefent pof^ 
fefibr is not above fifty, and may live a long time^ 
B^ildes, we hear the young fellovif is going to be 
married to a woman of fortune, fo that the deeds 
may be made redeemable ; we do not regard his 
dirty acres ^ the ready rhino is what we want ; and 
be may pay the money out of his wife's -fortune,, 
and be clear of us again. 

MakipUa, Oh, then it will be a mortgage ra« 
ther than a fale. Who. are with him I 

Ccaxum. Only Count. Gogdy, Jack Hazard,. 
and Tom Wheadle. 

: Makeplea^ They cannot be witneilesi as I fap- 
pofe they are parties concerned. 

Coaxum. We are equal fharers in the booty ; 
but the money was loft wholly to the Count. 
However, there will be no want of witneffes > the 
landlord of the houie and his foo. will fet their 
hands. 

Thefe words brought them to a door, which 
1}eing open'd at the iirlt knock, by one of the moft 
ilUlook'd fellows that ever difgrac'd human nature*, 
they went through a long, dajk, narrow pafiage into> 
a back parlour, where I accompanied them, and 
was witnefs of a fcene fomewhat like what I re» 
member to have feen fome years ago in a play of 
Mrs. Centlivre's, called the Gamefter. Count 
Cogdy, as he was calPd, fat leaning his arm upon 
a table in a carelefs pofture ; Jack Hazard wjis 
walking backwards and forwards in the room hum- 
ming an old tune ; a gentleman, whofe name 1 had 
not yet heard, had thrown himfelf acrofs two chairs 
with all the tokens of defpair about him ; Tom 
Wheadle ftood near him, and as we came in was 
endeavouring to give him fome confolation, in 
thefe terms: ' Prithee, dear Clerimont, do not 
* be thus difconcerted i I have loft as much as you 

« twenty 
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• twenty times over, and as often recovered ft 

• again ; thefe things will happen to gentlemen 
^ that play : fortune, indeed, has been againft you 

• to-night, but may not always be fo;. one lucky 
^ hit at another time may bring all back^' 

Clerimont made no anfvi^r, nor feem'd to rc*- 
gard what he faid, 'till hearing the name of Mak^*- 
plea, and Count Cogdy beginning to inftruA him 
in the bufmefs he was to do, that unfortunate gentle- 
man ftarted up at once, and ftaring fomewhat 
wildly in the face of Makeplea, cry'd to him, 

Clerimont. Arc you the fiend who is to convey 
my foul, that is, my eflate, into the regions oif 
eternal darknefs, whence it can never, n^vet more 
return? , •• 

' Makeplea. What do you mean, fir ? 

Cogdy, Tho gentleman is only a little oitt of 
humour. Faith, Mr. Clerimont^ you do not do 
well to behave in this fafhion ; YOu have loft fome 
money, indeed, but you have loft it fairly ; I never 
take an advantage of any man, and fliall be ready 
to give ydu your revenge at any time. 
. Hazard. Aye; I will fay that for the Count, he 
fcbrns a mean thing. 

Cogdy. I believe there fs not a more unlucky 
fellow at plajr in the world than myfclf^ though I 
have happen d to win to-night ; yet> as I faid be- 
fore, I am ready to give Mr. Clerimont an oppor- 
tunity of retrieving all he has loft whenever he 
pleafes : for my part, I would ftake all I am worth 
againft a pair of (hoe- buckles, rather than any 
gentleman fliould think I impofed upon him. 

Coaxum. No, no, you are above any fuch 
thing. 

Hazard. We aU know that. 
Makeplea. Come, come, gentlemen, this is 
doing nothing, all lofs of time, and every moment 
of mine i» precious ; there arc'tw6 nbblemen now 

waiting 
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waiting for mc at the Garter tavern j pray proceed 
to the bufiuers ^ let me know bow the deeds I have 
brought with roe are to be fiird up. 

C^'. I will tell you unmediateW ; butfirfil 
muft do luftice to this gentlemaii. Here^ fir, are 
the watch and ring you ftak'd, the value of which, 
you know, is added to the other fums. 

Clerimont put the one in his pocket and the 
f'dier on his &)^r with a deep figb, and the Couot 
went on repeating to Bdakeplea the fubftance of 
what he was to writer the Utter, at the end of 
every article, demanded of Clerimont, whether he 
agreed to it ; to which he fullenly reply *d, * I do; 
* I fee no other remedy/ The iav^yer having 
di(jpatched his part, Ckrimont was defircd to ftga 
and fea) ; he did both, but with fuch a tremUing 
hand, axkd vifible difiradion of mind* that my heart 
bled for him. In delivering the writings to the 
Count) he faid, 

CLrhnonU There, ffr;-^I (iiippofe this is all that 
is required of me, and I may now depart. 

C^gdy. No, no, we muft have a bottle and a 
bird together, to fhew we are all ftill good frienJs. 

Hazard. Aye, and each of us a wench too \ I 
know where there is a covey of aa young, pretty, 
plump partridges as any in Covent-Garden, 

Cltrimont, Rot your bottle, and your bird, and 
your wenches ; i have done with them « and ygu^ 
and the whole world for evej:. 

In fpeaking thefe words be fnatch'd up his fword 
and hat, and ran diredlly out of the houfe. As 
for me, I had as little inclination as himfelf to (tay 
in the company of fuch blood-fuckers ; but having 
never feen him before, I was curFous to know 
fomewhat more of him, and alfo how he would 
behave when alone, and at liberty to ruminate on 
the misfortune he had plunged himfelf inco^ Co fol- 
low'd hi^ fteps with all the ^jKxd I couUL 
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It was not diflhnilt to keep pace with him \ for 
though he gained ground of me at firft, he foon 
halted, and gave me an opportunity of coming up 
with him. Never did man traverft the ftrects 
with more diforder*d motions, croffing the way an 
hundred times, I beKeve, within the fpace of half 
a quarter of a mile, without having theleaft occa- 
fion to do fo : fometimes he would run as if in 
purfuit of Ibmebody, and fometimes ftand quite 
ft ill ; and it i^as well the darknefi of the night be- 
friended him, othcrwife whoever had met him 
would doubtiefs have taken him to be mad. 

In this fa&ion he went thro* part of the Strand,^ 
tnd turned down one pf thofe ftreets leading to the 
watVr-fide; he ftoppM about the middle of it at a 
door, and had his hand upon the knocker, but a 
fudden thought coming that inftant into his head, 
he left It without making the fignal for admittance, 
and walked flowly to the end of the ftrcet, wh^re 
leaning on a little wall that overlooks the river, he 
remain'd for fome minutes in the moft thoughtful 
and contemjpiative attitude ; then faid to himfelF, 
*' Hqw iKTofMUid ? ■■ ■■ "How fojemn is the liieoj^ 

* fceneJ inviting to a certain reft from mifery and 

• fhame ! Here, within the bofom of this friendly 

* element, may all my follies and misfortunes be 

• hid for ever from the talkmg world T 

I fear'd nothing Jefs would enfue, than that I 
ibould fee him prefentlv attempt to do as bis words 
had hinted j I therefore drew as near to him as I 
could, in order to prevent fo bad an efied of his 
defpair. Here I cannot help remarking, that if the 
(hiog had happen'd as I expedled, and Clerimont 
had found himfelf fnatch'd from his fate by an In- 
viiible hand, he woutJ doubtiefs have imagined hit 
prefervation owing to the interpofition of fome' 
Supernatural Beings and repoiteU it as a miracle. 
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But how he would have a£ted on fuch an odd 
occafion is uncertain ; for after a paufe, and dif- 
burthening himfelf of Tome few fighs, he ftarted 
from the pofturc he had been in, and cry'd, * No, 
c .^it fnu(t not be;— tI havefome bufinefs ftill for 
« life^_revenge on the curfed cheit, the villaia 

* that has undone me. Love too demands fome- 
^ thing from me ; but by what means I (hall re- 
< pay that mighty debt, Lknow not. -* Oh Char- 

* lotte ! Charlotte ! on how loft a wretch haft 

* thou beftow'd thy heart !' 

Thefe words were utter'd with a groan which 
feem*d to cleave his breaft, and were the laft I 
Jieard from him at that time : he turnM back, and 
went haftily to the houfe where he had firft ftopp'd, 
the door was open'd on his knocking, and too 
fuddenly fbut again for me to have entered wicli 
him if 1 had intended it ; but the variety of acci- 
dents prefented to me in this evening's ramble had 
already fufficiently filled my head, and made rae 
glad to retire to my repofe. 

CHAP. IV. 

Riktes fome Pajfages wbtcb may probably draw Sight 
from many a tender Heart of both Sexes. 

TH E next morning running over in my mind 
the detail of the tranfaflions of the evening 
before, the vexation I had received on the fcorcof 
Betty Canning very much fubfided, and I looked 
upon the whole thing as below a ferious confider- 
ation. 1 could not help, indeed, retaining fome 
concern that the people of England fhould be fo 
infatuated as to fufFer their thoughu to be led aftray 
and alienated fromaftairbot thegreateftconfequence 
by fuch an idle &ot^ \ W\. ^:^ I doubted not but 
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that the impofttion (he had been guilty of would 
be detefked, though her abettors might perhaps 
find means to icreen her perfon from the puni£b« 
menty I became more eafy, and refolded to baniih 
as much as poiUble all remembrance of it. 

But my ideas were widely different in regard to 
|)Oor Clerimont ; as much a ftranger as he was to 
me, I was convinced, by what I had feen and 
heard, that as he had no ih>ck of ready money to 
prevent the mortgage he had made of his rever- 
lion, fo I was equally affured, by his defpair, that 
he had no viiible means of raifing a fum fufficieot 
to redeem it. His calling on the name of Char« 
Jotte with fo much vehemence made me alfo not 
doubt but that he had fome tender attachment^ 
which he feared would be broke through by what 
he had done. 

Though I know no vice for which,! have a 
more real contempt than the love of gaming, yet 
the age of this gentleman, which could not exceed 
three-and-twenty, feem'd to me a very moving 
plea in his behalf, and the graces of his mien and 
afpedl fo much interefted me in his favour, that I 
lefs blamed his inadvertency than compaffionated 
the misfortune it had brought him into, in fine, 
his perfon and his fufFerings had made a very ftrong 
imprei&on on me; he was the firft obje<S): of my 
waking thoughts ; and my impatience to be better 
acquainted with his circumftances obliged me to 
leave my bed fome hours before the time in which 
I was accuftom'd to do fo. I rofe in a hurry, 
tranfcribed what I had been relating, and got the 
dialogues expunged from my Tablets by the pure 
fingers of my little virgin ; then hafted to the houfe 
where I had feen Clerimont enter the night be- 
fore, and which, by the help of fome lamps m the 
ftreet, I h^ taken fufficient notice of to be able to 
know again* The door was luckily open when I 



t64 THB INVISIBLE SPY. 

came ta it ; t fcrrant-maid, who fcemed to ha?? 
more inclination to hold a goffip's tale than to do 
the I ufincfs (he was hired for, ftood leaning with 
both her hands upon her mop, very eameft in dif- 
c<'Urfe with one of her own occupation in the 
lieighbourhood ; a few words fcrted to convince 
tne that thefe wenches were defcanting on the af- 
fairs of the families they lived in, which, as I was 
not at prefent in a hiioiour to pry into, ! ftaid not 
to hear what was faid, but went directly into the 
hoirfe, and up flairs, fuppofing Clerraiont infght 
be lodged in the firft floor. I was not deceived ^ I 
found him wrfting at his bureau in the dining- 
room, a letter lay by him direfied to Count Cogdy ; 
this was folded and ready for fealing, fo it was not 
in my power to examine the contents ; but his 
p(n, on my entrance, was employed on another, 
which, looking over his (houlier, I fiiw was dic- 
tated in the following terms : 

« My onlv dear, and for ever 
< dear Charlotte, 

« A THOUSAND heart-renting righs,^a thou- 

* fand pangs, more teriible than any death can in- 

* flift, accompany every fyllable of this diflradtd 

< epiftle ! I forefce the anguifli it will give you, 
« and feel all the weight of yours added to my 

< own. Oh, Charlotte ! I mult fee you no more I 
« that love fo long cemented hj the utmoft 

* proofs of mutual tendtrnefs, and fo near befrvg 

< fuliill'd in a happy union, muft be now broke off 

* at once,— diflolved for ever I I have renounced 

* all claim to every future good, andjulfly incurred 

* the fate that now attends me !■■■ a Ifew hours 
« will inform you, that I either do not ^iA at all, 
« or cxili: only to be, a vagrant I a wretchc^t exile 

* iitom father, country, friends^ and you, more 
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dear than all ! In fine, my Charlotte, Aich is the 
fad neceffity to which I have reduced myfelf, as 
compels me to do a thing whicbNature moft ab« 
hors : I go this morning either to kill or be kill'd; 
which of thefe two (hall happen is in the hand 
of Heaven ; each equally tears me from every 
earthly comfort. 1 chofe to acquaint you previ- 
oufly with this accident, to the end you may be 
lefs furprifed when you (hall hear it from the 
mouth of others. — I can fay no more. — Farewe!, 
thou lovelieft, beft, and deareft of thy fex. — Hate 
not the mtmory of the undone 

< ClerimS^t. 

* P. S. As I have rendered myfelf unworthy of 
• preferving any marks of your affedlion, I return 
the ring with which you bleft my finger in our 
happier days. Accept once more my laft adieu ; 
May end'efs bleflings wait you, fuperior, if pof- 
iible, to my woes !' ^ 

This unhappy gentleman diffembled not in the 

ines he wrote ; his heart now laboured with ago- 

lies greater than could be exprefled with words, 

ivhieh (hew'd themfelves in every look and gefture. 

^fter having carefully inclofed the ring, and put 

)oth that and the letter tinder a cover, he order'd a 

rhairman to be call'd, and delivering to him both 

iiefc difpatches, and telling him where they ^yere 

o be carried, he proceeded to give fome farther in- 

}ru<Slions : — * This to Mifs Charlotte you are 

to leave with her fervant, with orders to give it 

to her lady when (he is ftirring : — this to Count 

Cogdy requires an immediate anfwer, which you 

muft -wait for.' The fellow, having aflTured him 

hat he would be punctual in obeying his com- 

nands, went on his errand, and Clerimont con- 

inued walking backwards and forwards in the 

com with a nr.oiion extremely difcompofed, then 

Vol. II. N iiai^^ 
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threw himfelf down oa a fettee, and prefently feem'd 
buried, as it were, in a profound fefverie. 

I am pretty certain it was a full half hour before 
Be exchanged this fished and death-like pofition for 
one in a quite contrary extreme ; his looks and 
gcftures now, oiethought, had fomewhat like fran- 
tic in them : be beat his head againft the wainfcoC, 
ftamp'd, and every now and then burft into the moft 
vehement exclamations, — fome of which are thefe : 

* How unhappy a creature is man ! the very reafon 
^ we are fo proud of makes us miferable ! the 

< brutes, equally void of paiTions as of forrow^ 

* ncTther feel torments here, nor dread a future 

* hell ! What will poor Charlotte fay on reading 

< my letter ? How will my father fupport the ftory 

* of my fate when it (hall reach his ears ? Wretch ! 

< wretch that I am,- born to be a curfc to all 

< who love me !* 

The return of the chairman brought him a little 
to his fenfes, anJ he demanded haftiiy whether^ 
had got an anfwer from Count Cogdy ; to which 
the man reply'd, 

Chairman. No, fir ; I went there firft, but the 
people of the houfe told me he was not ftirring, 
nor they believed would be for a great while, fo I 
went on to madam Charlotte's, and left the letter 
with her maid, as your honour bid me ; but I had 
not got above half the ftreet before her footboy ran 
aficr me, and faid his lady would fpeak to me ; on 
which I went back with him. 

ClerimonU Charlotte already up ! — that's Ilrange, 
— . What did fhe fay to you ? 

Chairman. Sir, (he only alk'd where the gentle- 
man was that fent the letter by me> and whether 
you were alone : 1 told her you were at home, and 
that there was nobody with you that I faw ; ■ 

. fhe faid it was very well, and I came away, 

went again to the Count's, and watted there 'till 

his 
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his own man told mc that his matter had not been 
in bed above two hours, and he was fure would 
not rife till twelve or one o'clock at foolieft j faid 
I might leave the letter, and come about that time 
for zti anfwer ; — now as I did not kaow whether 
that would be proper, I thought beft to bring it 
back. 

CUrim^nt. You did well \ I fhall fee him 

0iyfdf. 

On this the chairman laid dowa the letter on 
the table, and finding Clerimont had no farther 
commands for him withdrew. Clerimont then fell 
into a fecond paufe, but it lafled not long, and he 
cry'd out, — * Yes, I will go, and perhaps 'tis better 

* that he did not fee my billet ; he might have 

* found fome way to evade the challenge I fent 
< him ; but I fhall now furprize and force him to 

* accept it.* 

While he was fpeaking, he ftepp'd to the clofet 
^9nd brought out a pair of pocket piftols, with fome 
ammunition to load them with j he was juft be- 
ginning to perform that work when the maid of the 
houfe came up ann3 told him a lady defired to fpeak 
with him. Clerimont turn'd haltiiy about, but be- 
fore he had time to fpeak, his fair gucft was in the 
room :— Charlotte — for it was fhe herfelf, but ex- 
tremely difordered both in her drefs and looks. On 
finding how Clerimont was employ'd, fhe thus ac- 
cofled him : 

ChUrlottt. Oh, Clerimont ! —Clerimont ! 

what means that cruel letter you juii: now fent me? 
Wherefore thefe dreadful preparations ? — leii mc, 
this inftant tell me, or 1 fhall die with apprehcn- 
fion ! 

Clerimont. Ah, Charlotte ! never 'till now un- 
welcome to my fight, why m this fatal moment 
dofl thou fet before me that angelic form, which 
N 2 ferves 
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>. ■ 

ferves but toremind me piore of the Heaven I have 
loft! 

Charlotte. Shock not my foul with this defpair, 
yet cruelly conceal from me the caufe ! I have a 
right to be fnade the partner of your griefs as well 
as joys ; fpeak then, I conjure you, let me know 
all. 

Clertmont. ' I cannot ! 

Charlotte, You love me not if you hide ought 
fi-Qpi me ! the worft of evils could not give me half 
the p%in as this uncertainty ! Clear then the tem- 
^'ft'on^your brow, compofe your mift^i' X^n^ovc 
>^Te rnvrd'rous inftruments from .my.(ii^l^^d,--< 
Hfa!— what's here ? . ^ ^ j '" '^^^^ 

*|^. pointing towards the piftols'^efa^-i^B^ter 
\jli^,fted to Count Cogdy, which fheWftll#^^&i'd 
yjd^y and went on, faying, . ; ; ^-^ ; ^ _ .•^?^ 

jiJSharlctte, A letter to that infamous villaij^jt*- 
^> then I guefs what has happened j-^fomirc||rfed 
^feing quarrel l^- — Clerimont, 1 muft re'aa'this * 
letier. .^ ; 

Clerimont. TTou may ; it will in part reveJ 
what my tongue has not the power to utter. 
;-, Fverfmce my coming into the room I had beea 
Wtremcly impatient to fee the contents of thisbil- 
jet; fo while the lady, with a trembling hand, was 
breaking open the feal, I flipped behind her, and 
read, at the Tame tinie fhe did, thefe lines : 

* S I R, 

* I Remember that in the midft of my confu- 
« fion laft night you offered to give me my re- 
« venge whenever 1 fhould demand it, which I 

* now do, and cxpeft you will meet me within an 

* hour in the long field behind the bafon in Mary- 

* Tc-bon, arm'd with fword and piftol ; fjr it is 
' not with cards or dice we now muft try our (kill : 
« -! — you have left me nothing but my life to lofe, 

• and 
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and I am impatient *till I ftake it ngainft yours ; 
come without a fecond, for I know no gentlemi\a 
whom I would demean fo far as to engage him 
with any of your infamous aflbciates. If you 
rcfufe to comply with this fummons, which does 
you too much honour, you may depend that the 
ifirft time I fee you. In what place foever it be, I 
fhall make you an example to all fcoundrels, 
cheats, and cowards. So no more at piefent 

from 

* Clerimont.' 

* P. S. Send your anfwer by the bearer.' 

Charlotte, Then you would fight ! would ha- 
zard a life fo precious to me^ only in revenge for 
being defrauded of a paultry fum ! Pray how much 
have you loft ? 

Cierimont, Myall. 

Charlotte. Be more explicit. 

He then related to her all the particulars of his 
snisfortune^which,as the reader is already acquainte.i 
with them, it would be necdlefs to repeat. When 
he had given over fpeaking, Charlotte, with the 
greateft ferenity and fweetnefs, faid to him, 

Charlotte, And is this all that has difconcerted 
you in fo terrible a manner ? 

Clerimont, What means my Charlotte ? — Am I 
• not a beggar, irrecoverably a bjeggar ? 

Charlotte, How can that be, when you fay the 
writings will be return'd to you on payment of a 
'thoufand pounds ? and am not I in poiTeifion of 
eight times that fum, which, with myfelf, you are 
ihortly to be matter of ? 

Clerimont, Plunder my Charlotte 1 no ; forbid it 
honour, juftice, love ! firft let me perifti ! 

Charlotte, Be not fo rafli j you muft, you fliall 
accept it. 

N 3 ^ Clerimont.. 
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Clerimont. O Charlotte ! could I abufe fuch 
goodnefs, I were a villain, meaner, viler far than 
he that has undone me. 

Charlotte. Indeed I will not be denied ; and if 
you perfift in this obftinacy, will go myfelf in per- 
fon, pay the money, and redeem the obligation. 

CUrimont. Oh, fpeak not ! think not of fuch 
a thing, ualefs you wifh to fee me turn againft my- 
felf one of thofe weapons I intended for my ad- 
verfary. 

Charlotte. Hold, Clerimont, forbear to fright me 
thus ! Juft as you fpoke, a fuddcn -thought ftarted 
into my head, as if there were a way to rid you of 
this incumbrance without any expence either to 
yourfelf or me. 

CUrimont. How ? by what miracle ? 

Charhtte, The projeft is not yet quite fa(hione<i 
in my brain ; but you muft come with me to my 
lodgings, for I darehottruft you with yourfelf j as 
we go, perhaps! may be able to bring my fcheme 
to more perfeSion. 

Clerimont. Oh, Charlotte, thy ibftnefs qifitc 
unmans me. 

Cbarlkte, No ; *tis your own defpair unmans 
you 'y let me prevail on you to give only fome 
refpite to thefe horrible ideas. 

Clerimont. Well, you muft be obejrcd ; I will 
^fer the execution of my intentions 'till another 
day. 

Charlotte feem'd tranfported at having won thus 
far upon him, and a coach being call'd, they both 
went into it : I liftened to the directions given 
•where to drive, and, eager to know what turn this 
affair would take, followed on foot as faft as I waa 
able. 



CHAP. 
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CHAR V. 

May pojphly become the Subjt3 of feme future Comedy^ 
as there is nothing in the Story thai can be obje£itd 
to by the Licence-Offi e, 

AMONG all the indefatigable enquiries I had 
fo long been making after things intended to 
be kept fecret, never had my cufiofity met with a 
greater difappointment than it did at the time I arh 
fpeaking of: I arrived at the houfe where Charlotte 
lodged, the very moment that the coach which 
brought that lady and her lover thither was dif- 
charged and driving off, and had the mortification 
to fee the door fhut when I was not at the diftance 
of abov« ten paces from it. Every prefent minute 
however flattering me with the hopes that the fuc- 
ceeding ones would be more fuccefsful, I waited, 
though I cannot fay with much patience, about 
two-hour:, no one having any occafion, I fuppofe, 

either to go out cr in : at laft a friendly bakt-r 

knocked at the door, which being open'd, I tooic 
Ihe opportunity to ilip in while he delivered a loaf 
af bread to the fervant of the houfe. 

1 went up flairs, and found the perfons.I fought 
for in the dining-^room : but here, alas, I was a f^- 
cond time difeppointed ; the grand confultation be- 
tween them was over before my entrance; and what 
I heard after I came in, could not make me able to 
form any judgment of the fubjedt they had been 
upon 5 I could only know that fomething of great 
moment had been concluded, ^s the reader will 
cafily perceive by the following fliort dialogue : 

Charlotte, You cannot imagine how much you 

have obliged me by this confeflion ; but I will not 

detain you lefl the villain fhould be gone out. Re- 

N 4. " member 
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■^'- member to fix the appointment at feven, or between 
\ fcvtn and eight this evening. 
Clerimcnt. Yes, yes. 

Charlotte. By that time I fhall be able to get tvtxy 
thing in order, and you will fee I (hall play my part 
as well as the beft adrefs of them all : do you take 
tarethatnounguardedlookor word gives the Count 
any room to fufped^ you are lefs in good humour 
than you pretend to be. 

Clerimmt, Fear not 3 I fliall be cautious not to 
fpcil fo good a plot by my ill performance. 

Charlotte, Jf it fiicceeds, as I have not the leaft 
doubt it will, the ftory will be a fubje<5l of mirth 
for us as lafting as oar lives. 

Clermont. And as lafting a fubjeft for my ad- 
miration of the wit and contrivance of my dear, 
dear Charlotte. 

Charlotte. Well, well, defer your encomiums 
'till a feafonable opportunity : I long, methinks, 
to have this bufinefs over. ; atid it is high time for 
you to begin to fet the firft wheel of our machine 
ill motion. 

Cerimont., I ajn going.— --Adieuu ray love, 
ilc sccompasiitfi tfaeie words widh a very ttmfcr 
. ;^SH) {>;a£ioaate fjJute, dicn lelit the room. Tlioag^ I 
t-afUy percdvcd that Charlotte had Ibmewhac of 
great importance to tranfad in this afiair, yet as I 
could not be in two places at once, I chofe to. fol- 
low Clerimont. He went diredly to Cogdy's 
lodgings, and on afking if he were >at home, was 
ihew'd into a handfome parlour, where, after wait- 
ing about a minute, the Count's (ervant came to him, 
and faid his mafter had not been long out of bed, 
and was not quite dreCs'dy but defired he would 
walk up ; which he did, with his Invifible attendant 
clofc behind him. The Count no fooncr faw him 
enter, than he ran to embrace him with a French 
complaifance, faying at the fame time, 

Cogdy. 
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Cogdy. D^ar Clerimont, I am glad to fee you. 

Clerimont, My dear Count, a lucky morning to 
you. — ] behaved fomewhat oddly laftnight,and could 
not be eafy 'till I came and alk'd your pardon*. 

Cogdy. Oh, fir, you have it, you have it --^-j — I 
thought no more of it ; I know *tis naturSjf for a 
gentleman to be a little out of humour at firft 
lofing his money. , ■ f 

Clerimont, But I was lefs excufable than/ you 
imagine 5 for to confefs the truth, I had In^B^^nk- 
bills upwards of two thoufand pounds lying irtWiy 
bureau at home, fo was under no*neceflity either of 
playing either upon tick or of troubling a lawyer to 
iQortgage the reverfion of my eftate. 

Cogdy. Is it poiEble ? Are you in earned ? 

Clerimont, To convince you. I am fo, you fhall 
have the teftimony of your own eyes : fee here. 
Count, and here. 

In fpeaking this he took out of his pocket-book: 
feveral bjlls to the amount of the fum he had men- 
tioned : the Count ftreich'd his eyes broad open, 
look'd at the bills, feem'd much furprifed, and faid, 

Cog^, Thefe are Bank-bills indeed \ 

Clerimont. Aye, I can turn them into ready fpecic 
at any banker's in town. 

Cogdy, Well, I cannot help wondering how a 
man, who had two thoufand pounds by him, could 
fuffcr himfelf to be difconcerted at the lofs of one.* 

Clerimont. Hang it, it was not the lofs of the 
money that vexed me ; but I had the hyp, and 
that damn*d hyp makes one affront one's bcfl 
friends. 

Cogdy. So then I fuppofe you will redeem your 
mortgage ? 

Clerimont. Time enough for that. Bbtncw I 
think on it, you ofFer'd me my revenge, and I will 
c'cn try my chance once more. 

Cogdy. As how I 

N S" * Chrhnont. 
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Clirimont. Why ftakc one of thcfc thourands 
againft my mortgage ^ fo either win the horfe or 
lore the (addle. 

Cogdy. With all my heart, — wheoever^you 
pleafe. 

ClerimottU Let it be to-night then. 

Cogdy. Agreed. Will you ftay and dine with 
me? 

Clerimmu I am engaged with a young fellow 
juft come to town, and to the poITeffion of a mat 
eftate ; but I will meet you at night, and pera^>t 
bring him with me. 

Cogify. Do ; I fhall be glad of his acquaintance. 

Clerimmu We knew one another in the country; 
he will goany where withme. — But hark'ye, Count, 
I don't like that houfe we were in laft night ; every 
thing in it, methinks, hat the face of poverty and 
ill luck ; my young (park is vaSly nice, and will 
be apt to turn up his nofe at it y can't you think of 
a more agreeable place I 

Cigdy, I know of feveral : the only reafon that 
makes me chufe to go thither fo often,, is becaufe I 
think it the moft fafe. This curfed a£l of parlia- 
ment has laid fuch re{!ri£lion on us who love play, 
that it is not every where we dare venture toifl* 
dulge ourfelves in that diverfion. 

Clerimont. What objeSion ha\'e you to Mix^ 
urn's, in ♦**♦** ftreet i 

Cogdy. ^Tis a good houfe, and excellent ac* 
commodation. But don't you know that it wa» 
fearched three or four nights ago by a whole polk 
of conftables ? 

Clerimont. Yes j but they found nothing of 
what they came to look for ; therefore the moft 
fecure at prefent, as they will fcarce come again in 
hafle. 

Cogdy. Well then, we will meet there if yo»r 
pleafe. At what hour ? 

'Ckrinmt. 
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CUrimont. Seven, or a little after, if it fuits 
you* 

Cogdy. Extremely well j then we Ihall have the 
whole even i ng before us^ 

He was about to take bis leave, and had rofe up 
for that purpofe, when Wheadle, Hazard, and 
Coaxum, came all together into the room : they 
{cem'd a little furprifed at feeing him there, butfa* 
luted him with their ufual familiarity. 

Hazard. Hah ! dear Clerimont, good morning 
to you. 

Wheadle. Now you look like yourfclf again ; 
you were quite another man laft night. 

(Coaxum. Aye, faith, you muft expe£t to be 
well roafted. 

Clerimont. I know I defervc it j but you muft 
defer your farcafms 'till night; for I am in great 
hafte at prefent, — fo, gentlemen, your fervant. 

He was^ going out of the room with thefe word5 ; 
but juft as he came to the door, he turn'd back and 
faid to Count Gogdy, 

CUrimont. Be fure, Count, not to forget to 
bring the writings wiih you. 

Cogdy. No, ho, they have never been out of 
my pocket fince you delivered them to me Jaft 
ni^t. 

There pafs'd no more between them. Clerimont 
went haftily down ftairs, and I gladly would have 
follow'd him, but Hazard and Wheadle happened 
to ftand between the door and the corner where I 
had unluckily pofled myfelf, fo that it was im- 
poffible for. me to remove my quarters without 
running a very great* rifmie of being felt either by 
the one or the other. During the fhort time I 
was compelled to ftay,. I heard the following con- 
verfation, which I would not trouble my readers 
with the repetition of, but to fliew what monftcrs 
N i of 
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<tt tnankiiKJ thefe degenerate wretches are who get 
their Jivelihood by gaming. 

Coaxum, What does he mean bj writines ? Aire 
he is net going to redeeem his mortgage T 

C^gdj. No ; but he is going to fend a thoufand, 
or 'tis likely two thoufand pounds after it. We have 
made an appointment to plav again to-night. 

Hazard, What upon tick ? 

IVheadU. Phoo, that is doing of nothing ; the fool 
has no more eftates in reveriion xo make "over. 

Cogdy, You cannot imagine me fo weak as to 
Jofe my time with a fellow that has no money nor 
effeds : no, no ; I always go upon good grounds. 
I tell you he has two thoufand pounds in Bank billsj 
he (hcw'd them to me. 

Hazard. How did he come by them ? 

-Cogdy. 'Tis no matter to us how he came by 
them i we are fure of making them ours before we 
Aeep. 

IVhtadle. They muft certainly be bills his father 
has intrUiteJ him with, to buy ftock either for him- 
iVlfor fome of his friends in the country ; the youn^ 
fellow wiil hang hi mfelf to-morrow, when he re- 
flects on what he has done. 

Hazard. Let him hang himfelf, when we have 
got all he has to lofe. 

Ccgdy. Aye, aye j but I can tell you better news 
than this; he brings a rich young heir with him, one 
that knows nothing of the world, a mere fap, a 
green-horn : there will be fleecing, my boys ! 

Juft as the Count had done fpeaking, fome little 
noife in the {treet made them all run to the win- 
dows, ty which means I got the fo-much wifli'd- 
for opportunity of efcaping from my confinement. 
When 1 found myfelf at liberty I began to confider 
not only on what 1 had feen and heard, but alfo 
on what I had not feen nor heard ; I was ftill a^ 
much in the dark as ever as to Charlotte's con- 
trivance, 



\ 
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trivance, and could not keep myfelf from fretting 
at the many difappointments I had met with on 
that account : I was doom'd, however, to receive 
yet one more. 

Though I doubted not but when the gamefters 
met the whole would be laid open to me, yet tho 
time fecmed too tedious for my impatience j I 
wanted to know the bufinefs of the plot before I 
iaw it a£led, and fet myfelf to think on the moit 
probable means to accompliih my defigns ; accord- 
ingly I went to the lodgings of Charlotte, hoping 
to find Clerimont there, and difcover fomethinf 
farther by the difcourfc they would have together ; 
but to my great mortification perceived the room 
quite empty, except a little lap-dog lying on a 
cufhion before the fire. I had now no other re* 
fource than to go home to dinner, which I did ; 
and after having got my Tablets made ready to re- 
ceive a new impreffion, diverted myfelf in the beft 
manner I could, 'till the hour arrived which enabled 
me to explore what at prefent appeared fo myftc- 
lious to me. 

C H A P. VI. 

IVill put a final Period to the Sufpmce of my Readers^ 
in relation to Clerimont and Charlotte. 

AS precious a thing as time is, and as much as 
I always knew the real value of it, the hours, 
methought, moved flowly on till the clock ftruck 
feven, and told me that I might now hope for the 
full eclaircifement of an adventure I had already 
taken fo much fruitlefs pains to explore* Pretty 
fecure, however, that I fhould not lofe my labour 
any more on this occafion, I went with great glee 
and Jollity of mind to the houfe of Mr. Mixum. 

Count 
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Count Cogdy and his three aflbciate» came pre* 
fently after, and were fhcwcd into the beft room, 
where I accompanied them. On their calling for 
wine, Mixum came up with it himfeif to pay hi» 
compliments, as not having feen them for a conft- 
dcraole time; and there cnmed fome difcoui-re con- 
cerning the Icarch- warrant that had been granted 
againft the houfe,. the manner in which thoi'e per- 
fons who were there had made their efcape from 
the officers, and fuch like affairs, which not being 
at all materia! to my purpofe, I not regarded, nor 
^jlread my Tablets to receive. 

Within about half an hour Clerimont and his^ 
young friend appeared ; the firft fight of the latter 
extremely ftruck me, I thought I had fomewhere 
feen that face, but when, or where, or on what 
occafion, I could not preftntly recoiled, and it was 
fome minutes before I knew this feeming beau for 
a real belle : in fine, it was no other than Char- 
lotte herfelf : fhe was, indeed, fo artfully difguifed 
in all points, that a perfon much better acquainted 
with ncr features might have been deceived ; her 
cheeks, v/iiich had natur.illy no more red in them 
than was nccefTary to preferve her complexion from 
the character of a dead palenefs, were now, by the 
help of carmine, or Portugal pafte,of a high ruddy 
colour; her cyc-brows, which were of a fine light- 
brown, were now black as jet ; and that fweet and 
niodeft air, fo becoming in the amiable Charlotte, 
converted into one all bold and rakifli. 

Clerimont, witii a wcll-difTembled gaiety in his 
voice and countenance, prefented her to the com- 
panv, telling them he had taken the liberty to in- 
troouce a friend, whofc converfation he doubted 
not but would be agreeable to them. They re- 
ceived her with the greatc'l: politenefs and good 
breeding ; for I mufl here obferve, that iho* thefe 
men, either through the calamities of the times, or 

their 
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their own mifmanagement and ill condii£l, w^re 
reduced to the wretched courfe they now took for 
fubfiftence, they had all of them been endow'd with* 
a liberal education, and knew how to belrave like* 
perfons of real honour and falhion whenever they 
' found it fuitable to their intercft to do fo. The- 
glafe went round two or three times while they 
talked only of ordinary matters ;: but our faic 
Amazon being impatient^ I fuppofe, to put the 
liniflilng ftroke to the firatagem (he had fbrm'd^ 
ftarted up on a fudden, and faid^ 

Charlotte. Well but^ gentlemen^ how are ym to 
pafsthe evening B I hope in fomewhat more agree* 
able than mere chit-chat. Clerimont talk'd of play^ 
and I fee you have implements ready. 

Cogdy. Sir, we amufe ourfelves that way fome« 
times, and if you chufe it,.I ihall be ready to oblige: 
you. 

CharloUe. Oh, by all means j I love play extra- 
vagantly -y the mufic of a dice-box is to me beyond** 
all Handel's operas and oratorios : here is more real, 
harmony than in? the fpheres themfelves, and I could- 
dance eternally to the found. Gome, gentlemen,, 
which of you will engage me ? I have fome loofe 
pieces in my pocket, which I am ready to throw 
away, if chance (hould fo detennine. 

Hazard. Then, fir, I am your man, if yout 
think fit; for I know the Count has made aa 
agreement to play with Clerimont on a very parti-* 
cular occafian. 

Charlotte. Then, fir, I will content myfclf z- ' 
while with being a bjr-ftander. 

Hazard. You need not, fix ; you fee here are 
more tables than one. 

Charlotte. Aye ; but I chufe to bet on my 
friend's fide. 

Hazard, Nay, as yqu. pleafe for that j we fhall 
any of us be ready to t^e you up. 

The 
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The Count and Clerimont being now in an atti* 
tude to play, and the writings laid down on one 
fide, and a thoufand pound bank bill on the other, 
Charlotte cry'd out, 

Charlotte. What ! — paper againft parchment ? 
thefe are the oddeft flakes I ^ver faw. Yours, 
Clerimont, I think, is a thoufand pounds ?. 

Ccgtfy. I aflure you, fir, that mine is the full 
equivalent. 

Charlotte. I believe (o ; but before you begin 
you muft give me leave to fpeak a word or two. 

Cog^. As many as you pleafe, fir. 

Charlotte. It is only this j — you muft lofe, 
Count. 

Cogdy. Muft lofe^ fir ! 

Charlotte. Aye, fir, muft lofe. 

Cogdy. That, fir, muft happen as fortune ftiall 
decree. 

Charlotte. Sir, I ftand in the place of fortune, 
and tell you that you muft lofe thofe writings to 
Clerimont. . 

Hazard. What means all this ? 

Cogdy. I do not underftand you, fir. 

Charlotte. I will fpeak plainer ; your falfe dice 
will be of no fervice to you at this timej you 
muft vvillingly return to Clerimont that deed of re- 
vcrfion which you drew higi in to fign as a fecurity 
for money you had bafely cheated him of ; I fay 
willingly, for if you do not I am come prepared 
with means to force you to it. 

Cogc^y. Sir, I fcorn both your words and* threats ; 
I never cheated any man, nor will part with what 
chance has beftowed upon me. 

Hazard. 'Sdeath, fliall we be bullied by fuch a 

png- 

Charlotte. None of your big words, I have that 
will filence you 3 fee here,* the copy of a warrant 
from Juftic Ferrit, to apprehend and bring before 

him 
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him the bodies of George Van Hellmock, alias 
Count Cogdy, John Hazard, Thomas Wheadle, 
and WilJiam Coaxum ; the original of this is in the 
hands of perfons who, on the leaft ftamp of my 
foot, will come up and put it in execution. 

The gamefttrs now looked on each other with 
all the marks of coniiernation; but before they had 
time to make any reply to what Charlotte had faid, 
Mixum, all pale and trembling, came running inta 
the room, and faid, 

M'txum, Oh, gentlemen, wc are all undone f 
three or four conftablcs arc at the door ; one of my 
drawers faw them as he went out to carry a pint of 
wine to a neighbourVhoufe ; and there is a young 
man below too, who 1 dare (ay is a fpy, for he 
does not ftay in the room, but walks back-wards 
and forwards in the entry, and looks at every body 
as they pafs by 3 fo that there is no efcaping either 
one way or the other, 

Charlotte. He tells you truth; the perfon he 
fpeaks of is planted there by me, and on my giving 
the fignal will call in his mirmidons ; fo that you 
have nothing for it but to deliver the writings 
quietly to Clerimont; if you do this, I will inftantly 
go down and fend 9way the officers, under pretence 
that the information was wrong, and that no game* 
fters were here. 

Cogdy. Confufion ! What is to be done ? 

Hazard. *Sdeath, Count ! — do not part with 
the writings ! we'll fight our way through them ! 

Charlotte, Nay, then, I give the fignal. 

She advanced towards the door with thefe words; 
but Mixum threw himfelf between, and with the 
moft pity-moVinggedvre faid, 

Mixum^ Hold, fir, I befeech you ! confider, I 
never ofi^ended you ! — do not ruin me and my 
houfe for ever ! 

ClerimanU 
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Clerimont. Oh, you will be provided with lodg- 
ings in Bridewell, and fare no worfe than theic 
worthy gentlemen here, your cuftomers. 

Cogdy. Well, I did not think Mr. Clerimont 
would have turned informer. 

Clerimont. Nor did I think I had affociated my- 
fclf with common (harpers, cheats and villains, '(ill 
lad night convinced me of it. 

Charlotu. Thefe altercations are only lofs of 
time; the officers will be impatient; fpeak. Count, 
refolve at once ; (hall I difmifs, or call them to the 
cxercife of their fun£i:ion ? 

Cogdy, Hell and the devil ! What fay you, gen- 
tlemen ? 

Wheadli. E'en give up the writings « and tfe 
devil go with them* 

Ceaxum. Aye, aye, give them wp. 
Hazards S>nce there is no remedy, I ghe my 
vote. 

Cogdy. Nothing vexes me [^fo much as to be 
thus outwitted, guH'd, trick'd.— There, Mr. Cle- 
rimont, take back your raortf^age ; but i muft tell 
you, fir, that you have not adted like a gentleman. 
Cierimont, I threw off the gentleman when I 
condefcended to play in fuch company-, « gameRer 
is the lowcft and moft infamous of all chara<3er9, 
nay, the moft dangerous too ; worfe even than a 
highway robber;— he takes but part; you plunder, 
without remorfe, the whole fortune of him whom 
you decoy into your fnares ; nor can there be 

any excufe from your neceflities, while we have fo 
numerous a fleet and (landing army, which are con- 
tinually wanting recruits, and refufe none who have 
health and vigour. 

Cogdy. Sir, you have got what you wanted ;: 
to pray keep your rcmoaftrances to yourfclf. 

Charlotu. 
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Charktti. Aye, aye, advice is loft on fuch har- 
dened profligates. Come, let us go. 

Qerimont, I attend you. 

Neither Clerimont nor his fair champion faiJ 
any more, but went direftly out of the room ; a 
voHey of curfes from the mouths of all thefe mif- 
creants purfued their fteps. I had no inclination (o 
flay where I was ; but juft as I pafs'd the door I 
heard Jack Haeard, who was the moft violent of 
the four, fay to his companions, * It is that faucy, 

* pert, young coxcomb that has fpirited up Cleri- 

* mont to do all this ; but if ever I meet hin^ in a 

* convenient place. Til pink him. — I'll make a 

* loop-hole in his flcfli big enough to let out twenty 

* fuch puny fouls.' 

I could not forbear laughing within myfelf at 
this menace, which, though it (hew'd the villainous 
difpofition of the wretch who fpoke it, I knew was 
impoffible ever to reach the perfon it was levelled 
agiinft. The amiable and witty Charlotte kej[)t 
her promife, and on her coming down ftairs, gave 
CH'ders to the young man who waited her com- 
iHands to fend away the conftables ; after which (he 
took coach with her lover, at|:ended with as many 
bleffings and good wifhes from Mixum as fhe had 
been loaded with curfes from thdfe above. 

As I could expe£l no more from this adventufe 
than the retribution of Clerimont to his beloved 
Charlotte for the happy deliverance (he had givca 
him from deftru£fcion, and which I could eafily 
conceive without hearing, I returned to my own 
apartment, in order to get my Tablets made ready 
for the acquifition of feme new difcovery. I mtift 
not, however, take leave of thefe lovers without 
letting the public know that a marriage between 
them, which bad fome time before been agreed 
upon, is nowcGnfummated,and thatClerimont,tin« 

cercij? 
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cerely touched with the danger he has efcapeJ, haf 
made a firm refolution never to play but for fmali 
Aims, and for thofe only with perfons wbofe ho- 
nour and integrity he is well afTured of. As for 
the gameflers, they flill continue to rnfeft this 
great town, like Satan, watching to devour all the 
prey they can get into their clutches. If this little 
narrative may warn any one perfon to avoid the 
fnare, the pains I have taken to explain it will be 
well rewarded. 

c$ooj{oc^{oc{oojfx$oo{o^fo^^ 

CHAP. VII. 

Contains fimetbing which perhaps there are more La^ 
dies than one will not think themfehes obliged to the 
Author for revealing. 

THERE is no refentment fo implacable and . 
lafting as that which is occafioned by love 
converted into hatred by ill treatment ; and by the 
more flow degree this paffion rifes in our minds^ 
the more virulent it becomes after having once 
gained pofleflion. 

Cleanthcs, a gentleman of good family, great 
worth, and opulent eftate, loved to the moft ro- 
mantic excefs a young woman, who, excepting a 
tolerable fhare of beauty, had no one real charm 
to recommend her to a perfon of his character : 
fhe was meanly born, more meanly educated ;— 
fhe was filly, vain, capricious, and of a reputation 
not quite unblemiibed. Yet did he no fooner be- 
come acquainted with her, than he broke off the 
addrefifes he had long made to a lady of great merit 
and fortune ; and in a fhort time, contrary to all 
the remonftrances and diil'uafions of his friends, 
publickly married her. 

Being 
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Being a huA)and made him not lefs a lover; his 
obfequioufnefs is not to be parallel'd ; his whole 
ftudy was to pleafe her, every fucceeding day 
broirght with it an addition of his dotage of her ; he 
was always happy in her prefence, never eafy in her 
abfence ; and, to ufe Shakefpear's expreffion, 

Appetite increafed by what it fed on. 

Aglaura, for fo fhe is call'd, had fo little fenfe 
of the happinefs fhe enjoy 'd, or affedtion or grati- 
tude for the man who beftow*d it on her, that fhe 
prefentty gave the greateft Joofe to her too amo- 
rpii^ inclinations ; thought of nothing but en- 
gaging new admirers, and to that end made ad- 
vances, which it would be fhocking to repeal, to 
every pretty fellow fhe came in company with, 
eyen befcfte the face of her much injured hufband, 
who, blioded by his paiHon, for a long time ]ookM 
on all ffl^did as proceeding only from the too 
great vivacrty of her temper. Had fhe obferved 
th'e leaiL8jf;j;ree of circdmfpedtion in her amours, 
he wouid JKai'ce evef^^aye^believed there was a pof- 
fibility of heV beingi^gUtfty-; but fhe took no pains 
to deceivt him, and tho* fhe knew he lived but ia 
her fight, was fcaLQTC j^ver at home ; and through 
the want either of artifice or complaifance, gave 
herfelf not the pains of making any excufes for her 
continual rambles. 

This made him at lafl fall intoadeep melancholy; 
yet ftill he loved her, and could not for a great 
while prevail on himfelf to lay any reftriilions on 
her conduft : all who had any knowledge of the 
manner in which they lived together, while they 
highly condemned her treatment of him, were 
ready to defpifc his lenity and forbearance. At 
length, however, the tables were entirely turned ; 
from having been at firfl the mofl fond, and after- 
wards 
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wards the paffive hufband, he became^ all at once, 
the molt crue] and tyrannic; he took from her all 
the jewels and other ornaments he had bellowed 
upon her, loclc'd her into a garret, fuffored no one 
to come near her^ except a fervant who carried 
food to her of the coarfeft kind, and no more than 
would juft fuffice to keep her from perilhing* 

It cannot be fuppofed but that fo ftrangean al- 
teration in the behaviour of the late fond, and in- 
deed madly doating Cleanthes, muft become the 
fubje£l of much converfation in town. A lady of 
rav acquaintance, who is reckoned to have fome 
tafte for poetry, (hew^d me a few lines (he had wrote 
on the occafion, which I think may not be difa- 
greeable to my readers.— They are as follow : 



Oh the prefint Cruelty of ClCanthes /# « Wifi 

whom be once loved to as great an Excefs, 

AS Tapers languifh at th' approach of day, 
And, by degrees, melt flow their (hine away, 
Awhile they glimmer with contradled fires. 
Trembling, unable to relax their fpires ; 
But when the Sun's broad eye is open'd wide. 
And beams, thick flafliing, (hoot on ev*ry Ade, 
No more their emulative force they try. 
But, ftruck with radiance, fmk at once and die. 

So in his heart Love long maintained its pace, 
*Till full Conviftion glared bim in the face, 
Ahd forc'd th' unwilling foftncfs to give way 
To Hate, and Rage, and fierce Refentmc-nt'a fway. 

Unhappy man 1 
What wild extremes hurry thy head-ftrong will ! } 

What boift'rous paflions thy vex^d bofom £11 ! > 

To Reafon's facred ruica a truant ftill. J 

Whoe'er he be the golden mean foregoes. 
Exchanges hop'd-for joys for certain woes. 
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By all the difcourfes I heard wherever I went, 
concerning this affair, I found, that though fcarce 
any one pitied Aglaura, yet almoft every one con- 
demned Clean thes, no lefs for his prefent ill ufage 
of her, than they had formerly done for the extra- 
vagance of his love. 

* It is beneath the dignity of a man of fenfe or 
« honour,— —faid one, — to treat thus inhumanly 
< a woman, how unworthy foever fhe may be, who 
« is yet his wife.' 
. . ' If £hc is really guilty of having wronged his 
« bed, — cry'd another, — as indeed there is not the 

* lealt room to doubt, why, on the difcovery of her 
« crime, did he not turn her out of doors ? — why 

* did he not fue for a divorce ?' 

It is certain that his way of proceeding with her 
appeared fo odd, that many people were apt to 
think that her prefent fufferings were rather owing 
to a change in his own humour than to any detec- 
tion he h^d made of her falfhood : — others, on the 
contrary, imagined he fiili loved her, and that 
after he had punifhed her awhile he would forgive 
all that was paft, and again take her to his bofom. 
Various, and widely different conjeftures were 
formed in relation both to the huloand and the 
wife, at all which I laughed in my fleeve; believing, 
I dare fay, with a good deal of reafon, that no one 
perfon in the whole world, except the Invifible 
Spy, was at the bottom of this fecret : the means 
by which I became mafter of it I (ball now acquaint 
my readers with. 

1 fupp'd one night at the houfe of an intimate 
friend at Kenfington, and happening to flay there 
more late than it was judged fafe for me to go 
' home alon^, was very much prefs'd by him to take 
a fcrvant with me ; but knowing I had better fe« 
curity about me than any fervant could be, rejected 
"flfs offer i and when 1 was got a little way from 
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the houfe, girded on my Behof Invifibil itj, and 
walk'd on at my leirurc, equally free from danger 
as from fear. 

Many minutes had not elapfed in this employ* 
ment before I was difturbeJ from it by the mur- 
murs of fome human voices which 1 heard at a 
fmall diftance^ my natural curiofity making me 
draw nearer to the place whence the found pro* 
ceedeJ, I eaftly dittinguifhcd a man of good ap- 
pearance holding by the arm a genteel weJl-drcft*d 
woman, whom nc fcem'J rather to drag th: n lead. 
As thaie pcrfons were no other than Cleanthcs and 
Aglaura, 1 ihall infcrt what was faid by each of 
them under their refpcdive nimcs. 

Cteanthrs, Shamclcfs wretch !— Can you call it 
an innocent frolic to come to the door of a public 
cofFcc-houfe, and fcnJ in for your gallant ? — Had 
1 not ha))pcncd to be there, had -not thcfc eyes and 
cars been witncflcs of your gui'.t, you might, and 
doubtlcfs would havcdcny'd, forfworn it. 

yiglaura. I meant no harm \ I only wanted to 
rally him a little about fomcthing I had heard con- 
cerning him. 

CUanthes. Infamous, abandoned proftitute ! Have 
I not an hundred times infiftcd on your never 
fpeaking to that fellow more, nor to that other 
coxcomb, Le Brunc \ yet had you not the front to 
run arm in arm this moining with the one into the 
vineyard in the face of the whole Mall, and at 
night came in purfuit of the other ? But this is no 
time for txpoflulation ; I am now convinced of 
the injury you have done me. 

I kept pretty near to them, 'till they got into 
a coach, and drove away ; and I went home fo 
much afloniflicd at what 1 had heard, that I had 
not power to make any reflcilions on it for fome 
time. 

My 
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My mind, however, grew more fettled by a 
night's repofe, and impatient to know how they 
would behave to each other after what had pafs'd, 
I went direftly to their houfe : Cleanthes was up 
alone, and at breakfaft. — Soon after my entrance, 
a fervant-maid came in and faid to him. 

Maid. Sir, my lady has call'd for a difli of cho- 
colate ; but I would not prefume to carry any up 
without your permiffion, as vour orders laft night 
were fo pofitive that fhe (houfd be fed with nothing 
but water-gruel and dry bread. 

Cleanthes, Why then do you trouble me now ? 
Do you think I gave orders at night to re- 
traft them in the morning ? Be gone, and 

let me hear no more of it. 

The maid withdrew, and I followed her to the 
room where Aglaura was now lodged, which was 
indeed a wretched garret : fhe was in bed weeping j 
but on the maid*s repeating the commands of CJe- 

anther, her tears flow'd fatter : fhe wrung her 

hands, — fhe beat her breafl ; but it is more eafy for 
the reader to Conceive her defpair than for me to 
exprefs it; fo i fhall only fay the fpedacle was too 
moving, 1 could not bear it, but left the houfe im- 
mediately, and return'd not thither 'till after eight 
or ten days, in which time the town was apprifed 
of the fufFerings of Aglaura, and fpoke of the^ 
ftrange change of CUanthes in the manner I have 
already related. 

On my next vifit Qeanthes had with him an 
elderly lady, who I afterwards underflooJ was his 
aunt : fhe came, it feems, to perfuade him to treat 

his tranfgreffing wife with lefs fevcrity ; ' — the 

difcourfe between them was as follows : 

Lady, I am as fenfible as you can be of the 
faults of Aglaura, and the difhonour fhe has brought 
upon you ; yet, my dear nephew, you demean 

Vol. II. O yoiirfelf 
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^ ourfelf by ufmg in this faihion a womani who,. 
though unworthy, is ft ill your wife. 

CUanthes^ Madam, I can no longer think of her 
as a wife, nor ever as a woman ; but as a dog that 
bad bit me, or a ferpent that had ftung me» 

Lady. Put her then out of your houfe. 

CleantheSm That would be giving her an oppor- 
tunity of difgracing me more by her proftitutions'; 
no, iince I have not proofs for a divoFce, I will 
confine her here 'till I can fend her for ever from 
my fight : 1 have already wrote to a tenant of mine 
in Yorkfliire j he will be in townnext week, and 
take her with him to his houfe. 

The good lady took her leave, after having 
heard and approved ihis refolution, which, as I 
have been fince informed^ he put in execution as 
he had faid.. 

The CONCLUSION. 

HE R E, O reader ! a total ftop is put to my 
endeavours to oblige thee ! — ■ ■ Nature h<is, 
baffled all my vain precautions to preferve my little 
virgin in her native purity.-— The woman, whom 
1 appointed to attend her, accidentally dropped 
from her pocket the pifture of a very lovely youth ; 
*F ■ the girl, unfortunately for me, as well as for 
thee, took it up, was charm'd with it ;— - deep 
renewed the pleaiing image in her mind, and added 

lif'e and motion to it ; (he dreamed that it was. 

her bedfellow ;— .-« — that itkifs*d,. embraced, and 
Jay within her arms ;— . — ~fo that in fpite of alL 
my cares, and without ever having feen the fub- 
flance of a rnan, fhe has received an idea, of th.^; 
4iffcreQce of fexes. 
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Her pretty fingers no longer have the power to 

ctcanfe my Tablets ; the diaJogue laft repeated 

remains dill unexpunged^ and leaves no room for 
any future impreflion. ■ How grievous a dif- 

appointment to me !■ ■ ■ — how terrible a mortifi- 
cation I but we muft all fubmit to dcftiny, whicH 
compels me now to bid. thee eternally adieu.! ■ ■■■> 
adieu!- ■■ adieu! 



FINIS. 
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